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fund -early established for the relief of poor 


_ hard industry, to make new settlements on our 


_out of their great benevolence and humanity, 


-synodical meeting held at Philadelphia, May 
22, 1759, thankfully accepted the charter so 


_ mities. 


most parts of the provinces, distressed by the 
_war, or went forth with their people to repel the 


-honovrable governor, Robert Hunter Morris, 
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OLD DOCUMENTS, —NO. IY. 

The Rev, Charles Beatty was one of the ear- 
ly ministers of the Presbyterian Church in this 
country. He was pastor of the church at Ne- 
shaminy ip 1748, and died in Barbadoes in 
1772,:» Some interesting particulars of his life 
smay, be found jn “The Log College,” by the Rev. 
Dr. ‘Archibatd Alexander, to which we refer th 
veader, He wag characterized by a thorough- 
going zeal, and was actively employed in pro- 
-moting the interests of our infant Church. 
‘Amang the old papers of the Synod we find a 


‘of a mission to England, to collect money for a 


‘ministers and their widows and children, and 
also.to relieve those who had suffered in the 
Indian wars. : 
Jand aod England that he had received no ap- 
‘pointment for the latter purpose; the whole of 


‘which is cleared up in this correspondence.| 


We refer to the case merely with a view of 
introducing a few of the documents which may 
possess some interest at the present time. 

The first is the memorial of the Corporation 
of the Widows’ Fund, to Christians in Great 
Britain. | 

To all Pious and Charitable Christians in Great 
_ Britain and Ireland; the representation of the 


Curporation for the Relief of Poor and Distress- 
ed Presbyterian Ministers, and their Widows 


and Children, in the Province of Pennsylvania,| 


and of the Counties of New Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex, upon Delaware, 


Suowern—That Pennsylvania, a 
distinguished for civil and religious 
iberty, has been peopled with numbers from 


England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Sweden,| 


Germany, and Holland, and with some French 
refugees; that those in general, who held a pa- 
‘rity among all gospel ministers, (the Dutch ex- 
cepted) united and formed churches after the 
Presbyterian plan, both in -this and the neigh- 
-bouring provinces of New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, &c. and at length their ministers’ 
agreed to hold a synodical meeiing once a year 
in the.city of Philadelphia. ? 
As the first settlers were generally in low cir- 
cumstances, and were obliged, by the force of 


frontiers, they were unable to do much for the 
support of a gospel ministry. And many wor- 
thy Protestant ministers, who left Europe with 
“a truly catholic spirit to promote the kingdom 
of Christ in this wilderness; and many educa- 
ted in this country have had great and uncom. 
mon difficulties to struggle with. Many of the 
‘lower ranks who flocked in thither were ignor- 
ant, vicious, and intractab!e; readier to learn 
the vices of their Indian neighbours than to 
teach them the more perfect ways of God. 
“They were soon elated with the name of plan- 
tations, though their greatest wealth was no 
more than the necessaries of life; they were 
not easily brought to the more strict and civil- 
ized conduct which the gospel requires; and 
were highly pleased with the prevailing princi- 
ples that gospel ministers should work for their 
livings, and preach for charity. With these, 
and many other difficulties of the like nature, 
have many of our pious ministers struggled ; 
and earned their bread, in a great measure, 


Rumours were circulated in Ire- 


with the sweat of their brows, and, through the 
grace of God, have laboriously preached the 
gospel, and have been examples of industry, of 


hospitality, of patience, and of every ‘good work, 
to their flocks. But as they had but small and 
very uncertain incomes from the good will of | 
their people, joined with theirown labour; and 
as their stations prevented them from following 
the more painful employments of life, they al- 
ways found it difficult to make any tolerable 
provision for their families. We have often, 
with sorrow and regret, seen the widows and 
‘children of great and good ministers extremely 
pinched’ and distressed by want and poverty, 
without being able to afford them any suitable 
relief. 
. These things have always been great discour- 
agements to pious and good men in the minis- 
try; they have also been great hindrances to 
parents from educating their children for this 
necessary and honourable, but laborious, em- 
_ployment; and must bring the gospel into con- 
tempt, by its falling into weak hands, and de- 
_prive many congregations in this wide-extended 
wilderness of the benefit of ministers and ordi- 
-mances. 
To remedy these evils, as far as our circum- 


stances may permit, the Synod of Philadelphia, 
encouraged by the laudable example of the 
church of Scotland, came to a resolution in the 
year 1754, to promote a fund out of their own 
narrow incomes, with the assistance of any 
charitable contributions which they might ob- 
tain; but, having made a trial, they were soon 
convinced that they could not, in their circum- 
stances, succeed without the aid of a law in their 
favour, or without letters of incorporation. The 
Synod, therefore, anno 1757, applied to our 
honourable proprietaries of this province, resid- 
ing in England, praying for their approbation 
and countenance, and for letters of incorporation. 

These honourable gentlemen, sensible that 
this reverend body were distinguished for loyal- 
‘ty to the best of kings, and that the¥ had lived 
peaceably, and had been useful to promote reli- 
gion, virtue, and industry among the people 
under their care, and to defend their country; 


erected a charitable corporation by letiers pa- 
tent, dated January 11, 1759, for the relief of 
distressed Presbyterian ministers, their widows! 
and children; and such gentlemen and minis- 
ters were nominated to accept this important 
‘trust as gave the greatest satisfaction to the uni- 
ted Synod of York and Philadelphia, who, ata 


much for their advantage. 

While these measures were taken to obtain a 
relief for the distressed, a yet more severe dispen- 
sation of Providence greatly increased our cala- 
An Indian war broke forth. <A savage 

and barbarous enemy, prompted by the perfidi- 
ous French, like prowling wolves, fell on the 
peaceful habitations of many of our frontier in- 
habitants, and in the night murdered, time after 
time, and scalped without regard to age or sex, 
and led numbers of our people into captivity, 
who are many of them in bondage among the 
heathen at this date. As the frontier counties 
of Pennsylvania and Virginia were mostly set- 
tled by people of our denomination, we felt the 
‘blow severely. Several of our congregations 
were entirely broken up ; the ministers removed 
to other provinces, or sought shelter in the inner- 


enemy. Among these, our worthy agent, the 
Rev. Mr. Charles Beatty, distinguished himself 
by his public spirit, love to his country, and true 
courage. He of his own-accord went with our 


_Esq.,; and some other of our chief gentlemen, 


who exposed themselves to the inclemency of 
‘severe winter, and to all the dangerous incur 


sions of the Indians, till they built forts for the 
defence of the frontiers. He also continued as 
a chaplain, exposed to dangers, till the French 
were obliged to flee from Ohio, and until Fort 
‘da Quesne (now. Pittsburgh) was in his majes- 
ty’s possession ; and he, as an eye-witness, can 
inform what congregations were laid waste by 
this war. From these ministers in general, and 
from their distressed people, we can expect little 
assistance to our present undertaking, many of 
whom stand in the greatest need of our charita- 
ble. contributions, 
Another circumstance which greatly discou- 
rages us, even now when an incorporated body, 
arises’ from the nature of the country. The in- 
habitants are inconstant and unsettled, and are 
always shifling their habitations, either from a 


love of variety, or from the fair prospect of more} 


commodious settlements on the frontiers of this 
or the neighbouring provinces; so that we can 
have no certainty of any fixed number of par- 
ishes, or ministers, in the bounds of this or the 
neighbouring. provinces. When our people re- 
move, they are generally succeeded by strangers 
from Europe, who incline, at their_first arrival. 
to purchase or hire cultivated lands; but as all 
religious denominations of Christians equally 
flourish here, one of our most promising settle- 
ments of Presbyterians or Episcopals may, in a 
few years, be entirely possessed by German 
Mennonists and Long-Beards, or Moravians, or 
any other society of Christians. And were 
every minister now in the bounds of our Synod 
to become a contributor, we can have no cer- 
tainty that we shall have the same number for 
any given space of time ; and hence all calcula- 
tions: must, in a great measure, fail us, when 
we attempt a fund afler the example of the 
Church of Scotland. 

As oft as Indian wars may distress our fron- 
tiers, which may be for many years to come, 
so oft will all our plans of contribution be bro. 
ken ; for the only safety of the inhabitants will 
ever consist in flight, until the country be able 
by arms to pursue these murderers into their 
own country, and reduce them to terms of peace. 
And in all our new settlements, unless there be 


.something done to help the first adventurers to 


the wilderness to support gospel ministers among 
them, they and their children must, for many 
years continue, like the Indians, without the 
gospel ordinances; and in such cases the rising 
generation, without the benefit of public instruc- 
tion, are apt to become too like the heathen. 
To relieve such distresses, the Society for Pro- 
pagating the Christian Religion, in England, 
yearly bestow a considerable sum on their mis- 
sionaries. And the hardy frugal Germans 
were under a necessity to apply both to Holland 
and England for relief, and were assisted by 
charitable donations from the king and many 


of the English nobility, and others; and even} 


by a general collection from the Church of Scot- 
land. 

No denomination of Christian ministers in 
this vast continent are more regular and indus- 
trious, or stand in greater need of some charita- 
ble assistance than the Presbyterians, for them- 
selves and poor families; their number is great; 
and they and their people are every day en- 
larging the bounds of Christ’s kingdom, and ex- 
tending the British empire in America. And 
they never had the aid of a public fund, nor the 
countenance of the great or the powerful, unti! 
they were, in great compassion by the proprie- 
tarics of this province, favoured with the powers 
of a charitab!e corporation for their relief; 
though the greater number that are now in arms 
contending for the rights of British subjects 
against French and Indians are of that denomi- 
nation, 

From this enumeration of matters of fact, it 
(as we hope) appears evident, that a fund for 
the relief of so many and so great distresses is 
necessary; and that — charitable cor- 
poration can raise a capitalfo pay off- contribu- 
tions, even though the number of annual contri- 
butors should sometimes fail, or be greatly 
diminished, their endeavours will be all to no 
purpose. But if this can be procured, (for 
which we earnestly solicit your charity,) then 
numbers will be always encouraged to contri- 
bute yearly, from an assurance that this cor- 
poration are able to make good the annuities 
covenanted to be paid to their families after their 
decease. 

We heg leave to assure our Christian brethren 
and friends, to whom we make this humble ap- 
plication, that both gentlemen and ministers 
among us, who are able, will cheerfully set our 
shoulders to this burden, and will exert ourselves 
to the uttermost to promote this work of charity, 
by which we hope to be useful to every destitute 
corner in the provinces around us; and to be 
able to relieve other afflicted ministers of Jesus 
Christ, and their widows and children, though 
those of this province and the adjacent counties 
are, by our charter, to be the more immediate 
objects of our care and concern. 


We beg that our Christian friends and bre- 
thren would regard us as a sort of guardians, 
taking care of a part of this infant church, which 
is in great distresses; and that we plead for 
ability to spread the gospel of peace through 
the dark places of the earth, that have long been 
the habitations of cruelty; that we piead for the 
distressed ministers of our Lord and Master, 
Christ Jesus, and for the widow and the father- 
less, whose hearts your charity may fill with 
joy. Charity covers a multitude of sins; it is 
a most exalted grace: it is highly beneficial to 
mankind ; and will be loudly applauded, and 
receive an ample reward in the great day of 
recompense. 

We hereby appoint our faithful friend and 
brother, the Rev. Mr. Charles Beatty, our agent, 
to apply, in our names, to all well disposed 
Christians in Britain and Ireland, and to receive, 
manage, and transmit such sums or donations 
to us as they think meet to bestow for these cha- 


ritable purposes, 
Signed at Philadelphia, this day of , 1760, in the 
name of the Corporation for the Relief of Poor and Dis- 
tressed Ministers, their Widows and Children, : 
by Francis ALIson, D.D., Sec. of the Corporation 


The second is a copy of another memorial 
which was circulated by Mr. Beatty while in 
Europe. 


To the Pious, Charitable, and well.disposed Chris. 
tians, Inhabitants of Great Britain; by the 
Commission, in the Name, and for the Benefit of 
the Poor Distressed Protestant Dissenting Min- 
isters, and their Congregations, in the Provinces 
of Pennsylvania, Virginia, gc. the humble Me- 
mortal of Charles Beatty. 
Whereas in the commencement, and during 

the course of this present war in America, such 

violent outrages have been committed upon the 
inhabitants of those provinces, by the savage 
and blood-thirsty Indians, instigated and sup- 
ported by the perfidious French, as must create 
the greatest compassion in the mind of every 
humane and tender person; by burning ,their 
houses, plundering the plantations, and inhu- 
manly murdering and carrying into captivity 
great numbers of the defenceless inhabitants ; 
butchering tender infants in the presence of their 
distressed parents, and mingling the brother, 
sister, wife, and friend, without regard to age or 
sex, in the common carnage; scalping and ex- 
posing them to become a prey to the fowls of the 
air, and beasts of the field, thus sporting them- 


selves in the variety and exquisiteness of their! 


torments, and thereby giving too dreadful proofs 
that their tender mercies are cruelty: 
And whereas the frontier counties of Penn- 


sylvania, &c. were chiefly settled by Protestant 


dissenters, and the calamity has fallen most se- 
verely upon them, numbers of their congrega- 
tions being entirely broken up, when no pros- 
pect was left them but death and captivity on 
the one hand, or poverty and want on the other; 
being stripped of their possessions, and without 
place of safety or shelter: 
And whereas several of their ministers, who 
had always endeavoured, to the utmost of their 


power, to promote religion, and instil principles: 


of loyalty and virtue in the minds of their peo- 
ple, and who were involved in the common ca- 
lamity, being forced to abandon their houses 
and effects, and their families reduced to the 
utmost distress; did, out of love to the public, 


as zealous Christians and faithful subjects, the 


better to animate and encourage their people, 
put themselves at their head, in order to repel 
the enemy—to maintain the civil and religious 
rights of their country, and support our happy 
constitution, as well as for the safety of them- 


s@Wes and their families; it is therefore hum-| 


bly hoped, that all benevolent and charitable 
persons, who have the cause of religion and their 
country at heart, and are touched with the dise 
tresses of those, with whom they are connected 
not only by the ties of humanity, but likewise 
‘as fellow Christians and fellow subjects, will 
contribute to their common relief, in these their 
circumstances of deep poverty and distress. 
And your memorialist is authorized, by the prin- 
cipal gentlemen and ministers of the province, 
humbly to ask, and gratefully to receive, the 
charity of their fellow Protestants in Great Bri- 
tain, on this account; as their distressed bre- 
thren can now, by the French being driven out, 
safely return to their former settlements. - 

The memorialist also begs leave further to 
observe, that he himself did accompany the 
honourable commissioners appointed to defend 
the frontiers—and was a witness to the distresses 
to which they were continually subject, being 
exposed to all the inclemencies of a severe win- 
ter, and the continual alarms of a watchful and 


bloody enemy. Cuarirs Beatry. | 
In confirmation of the above memorial, I, the 


subscriber, do certify, that to my knowledge the} 


facts therein contained are strictly true; that | 
know personally many a Synod, 
and other gentlemen of the society, by whom 
the Rev. Mr. Beatty is commissioned, and do 
believe the best use will be faithfully made of 
the charity to be collected, in enabling the poor 
ruined settlers of the frontier counties to return 
to their settlements, and to support religion 
among them. I have also long been acquainted 
with Mr. Beatty himself, whom IL have ever es- 
teemed highly for his integrity, public spirit, 
and readiness to every good work; qualities 
which doubtless induced the society to engage 


him in this. B. FranKktin, 
Agent for the Province of Pennsylvania. 


Lonpon, November 25, 1760. 

The facts set forth in the memorial have been 
sufficiently attested unto us, as well by letters 
from ministers and gentlemen of character and 
eminence in those parts of the world, as by the 
ample credentials of the memorialist, which we 
have seen: therefore we cannot but look on the 
above representation to be just, and the design 
of it important; and as. such we recommend it 


to charitable and well-disposed persons. 
Rengamin Avery, LL.D. JENNINGs. 

Samer. Toucuet, SAMUEL. CHANDLER, 
PaTrRICcK ADAIR, FRANCIS Spinseury, 
Cuampton and Sam. Morron SavaGe, 
J. Guyse, EDWARD PICKARD. 


Nortineuam, Feb. 15, 1762. 

This is to certify all persons, who may be de- 
sifous of being informed touching the manner 
in which the above case was reccived in this 
town, that at a meeting of the gentlemen select- 
ed out of the three congregations of Dissenters 
in this town, to inquire into the circumstances 
of this case, it was unanimously determined that 


a general collection be made amongst the mem-| | 


bers of the respective congregations by their 

ministers, &c. to support this charity. Wit- 

ness our hands, , 
James Stoss, 


Joun MILNE, 
Isaac SMITHSON, 


Joun ALLISTON, 
SAMUEL Eaton, 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 


From late Foreign Journals received at the Office of the 
Presbyterian. 

Tue FAMINE IN IRELAND—ABUSE OF THE ReE- 
Lier Funp.—We continue to receive heart- 
rending accounts of the destitution in many parts 
of Ireland. It is gratifying to notice the sym- 
pathy and aid which the Government has so 
promptly given in this time of calamity. But 
we begin to observe some gross abuses already 


in the carrying out of the benevolent designs of 
the Government. It was resolved ‘ that public: 
works of national benefit should be underiaken, 
so as to give employment to the poor, in a way 
conducive to the permanent improvement of the 
country.” Boards of examination, or ‘ Pre- 
sentment Sessions,” were appointed in various 
parts of Ireland, to receive applications, and to 
direct the employment of the national funds for, 
such objects, We observe in the Irish papers, | 
among other cases, that ‘‘at the Sessions at 


West Muskerry, Father O’Driscoll applied to) 


build a chapel at Dedishane ; £500 granted.” 
Father Lee applied for £1000 to repair Ma- 
croon chapel; granted.” 

This is too bad, Not to speak of the cool- 
ness of this receiving of Saxon and heretic mo- 
ney in support of the Roman Church in Ireland, 
the idea of which had been of late repudiated— 
we say this is a gross misappropriation of pub- 
lic money. Instead of being used for purposes 
conducive to the permanent amelioration of the 
country, we are made to pay for perpetuating 
that system of darkness and superstition which 
is the curse of Ireland, as to temporal prosperity, 
as well as the bar to tae moral and religious 
elevation of the people.—English Presbyterian 
Messenger. 


A Prer a}Preacnrr.—The Right Hon. 
Lord Teynhaw preach d in the long room of 
the Angel Inn, Sherborne, on Monday evening. 
The room was well filled, upwards of one hun- 
dred being present; but there is no doubt that, 
had a more efficient notice been given, an im- 
mense assemblage of persons of all grades 
would have been attracted by the novelty of 
hearing a nobleman preach.— Sherborne Jour. 


Preacnine To THE Dear anp Domp.—lt 
may not be generally known to the metropo- 
litan public, that there has been for seme time 
past a chapel ‘in Red Lion Square, in which 
prblic worship is performed twice every Sun- 
day, for the sole benefit of the deaf and dumb. 
The service is that of the Church of England 
—singing, and the music of the organ being, as 
a matter of course, omitted. ‘The experiment 
of communicating to those unfortunate persons, 
deprived of hearing and the power of speech, a 
knowledge of the great truths of revelation, by 
means of those ** signs” which constitute a lan- 
guage in themselves, have been eminently suc- 
cessful. In the morning, the chapel in Red 
Lion Square is attended by from twenty to 
thirty deaf and dumb persons. Last Sunday 


evening the audience consisted of seventeen.|. 
After the usual prayers had been gone through, 


the teacher commented at considerable length,) 


VOLUME 


by means of gestures, on the eleventh chapter 
of lst Samuel; his audience seeming to com- 
prehend every idea which he sought to convey. 
The services lasted for upwards ofan hour and a 
quarter.—London paper.—[Nearly as large a 
congregation of the educated deaf and dumb has 
assembled in Glasgow every Sabbath for years. ] 


OssERVANCE oF THE LoRD’s Day.—The 
Directors of the principal steam-packet compa- 
ny, whose numerous vessels ply between the 
Continent of Europe and the ports of Folkestone 
and Ramsgate, on the south coast of England, 
have resolved to discontinue the ‘Sunday sail- 
ing”’ of their packets ! 7 

Tue Evaneriicat ALLIANCE.—A corres- 
pendent informs us that Dr. Young of Perth has 
withdrawn from the Evangelical Alliance, on 
anti-slavery grounds.-—Nonconformist, 


Lorp Rectorsuip oF THE UNiverstry.— 
We understand that Mr, Wordsworth, the dis- 
tinguished poet, is to be nominated as a candi- 
date at the approaching election,—Glasgow 


Courier. 

Ronce.—Ronge lately presented a petition 
to the King of Prussia for permission to preach ; 
but he was ordered to leave Berlin for Breslau 
immediately, and two gendarmes were sent to 
conduct him to the railway station. 


Rome Anp THE Porr.— Accounts from Rome 
continue to speak of the opposition which the 
new Pope meets in carrying out his reforms. 
But he does not shrink from the task, and the 
masses sustain him with enthusiasm. M. Rossi, 


the Ambassador of France at Rome, left Paris} 


on Monday last for Italy. M. Rossi, it appears, 
was instructed to recommend moderation to the 
Pope, and above all things to cultivate the 
friendship of Austria. An English newspaper 
has lately been started at Rome. It is called the 
Roman Advertiser. 

Tue Cuotera.—The cholera has extended 
its ravages from Persia to Bagdad, in which 
city about one hundred viatims to the disease 
were, by the last account, perishing daily. 


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
and of the. House of Representatives 


_In resuming your labours in the service of the people, 


ed them to the consideration of that body, and declared 
- that “ The length of time since some of the injuries 


-zens, upon the officers and flag of the United States, in- 


- protect our own national character from reproach, this 


Representatives made a similar recommendation. In 


it is a subject of congratulation that there has been no 
period in our past history, when all the elements of na. 
tional prosperity have been so fully developed. Since 
your last session, no afflicting dispensation has visited 
our country; general good health has prevailed; abun- 
dance has crowned the toil of the busbandman; and lJa- 
bour in all its branches is receiving an ample reward, 
while education, science, and the arts are rapidly en- 
larging the means of social happiness. The progress of 
our country in her career of greatness, net only in the 
vast extension of our territorial limits and the rapid in- 
crease of our population, but in resources and wealth, 
and in the happy candition of our people, is without ex- 
ample in the history of nations. 

As the wisdom, strength, and beneficence of our free 
institutions are unfolded, every day adds fresh motives 
to contentment, and fresh incentives to patriotism. 

Our devout andssincere acknowledgments are due to 
the gracious Giver-of all good, for the numberless blcss 
ings which our beloved country enjoys. 

[t isa source of high satisfaction to know that the re. 
lations of the United States with all other nations, with 
a single exception, are of the most amicable character. 
Sincerely attached to the policy of peace, early adopted 
and steadily pursued by this government, I have anxi- 
ously desired to cultivate and cherish friendship and 
commerce with every foreign power. The spirit and 
habits of the American people are favourable to the 
maintenance of such international harmony. In ad- 
hering to this wise policy, a preliminary and paramount 
duty obviously consists in the protection of our national 
interests from encroachment or sacrifice, and our na- 
tional honour from reproach. These must Le main 
tained at any hazard. They admit of no compromise 
or neglect, and must be scrupulously and constantly 
guarded. In their vigilant vindication, collision and 
conflict with foreign powers may sometimes become 
unavoidable. Such has been our scrupulous adherence 


to the dictates of justice, in all our foreign intercourse,| 


that, though steadily and rapidly advancing in prosperity 
and power, we have given no just cause of complaint to 
any nation, and have enjoyed the blessings of peace for 
more than thirty years. From a policy sosacred to hu- 
manity, and so salutary in its effects upon our political 
system, we should never be induced voluntarily to de- 
part. 

Pe The existing war with Mexico was neither desired 
nor provoked by the United States. On the contrary, 
all honourable means were resorted to to avert it. After 
years of endurance of aggravated and unredressed 
wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation of solemn 
treaty stipulations, and of every principle of justice re- 
cognized by civilized nations, commenced hostilities, 
and thus, by her own act, forced the war upon us. Long 
before the advance of our army to the left bank of the 
Rio Grande, we had ample cause of war against Mexi- 
co; and had the United States resorted to this extremity, 
we might have appealed to the whole civilized world for 
the justice of our cause. 

I deem it to be my duty to present to you, on the 
present occasion, a condensed review of the injuries 
we had sustained, of the causes which led to the war, 
and of its progress since its commencement. ‘This is 
rendered the more necessary because of the misappre- 
hensions which have to some extent prevailed as to its 
origin and true character. ‘The war has been repre- 
sented as unjust and unnecessary, and as one of aggres 
sion on our part upon a weak and injured enemy. Such 
erroneous views, though entertained by but few, have 
been widely and extensively circulated not only at home, 
but have been spread throughout Mexico and the. whole 
world. Amore effectual means could not have been 
devised to encourage the enemy and protract the war, 
than to advocate and adhere to their cause, and thus 
give them “ aid and comfort.” 

It is a source of national pride and exultation, that the 
great body of our people have thrown no such obstacles 
in the way of the government in proseculing the war 
successfully, but have shown themselves to be eminently 
patriotic, and ready to vindicate their country’s honour 
and interests at any sacrifice. Thealacrity and prompt- 
ness with which our volunteer forces rushed to the field 
on their country’s call, prove not only their patriotism, 
but their deep conviction that our cause is just. 

‘The wrongs which we have-suftcred from Mexico al- 
most ever since she became an independent Power, atid 
the patient endurance with which we have borne them, 
are without a parallel in the history of modern civilized 
nations, There is reason to believe that if these wrongs 
had becn resented and resisted in the firstinstance, the pre- 
sent war might have been avoided. One outrage, however, 
permitted to pass with impunity, almost necessarily en- 
couraged the perpetration of another, until at last Mexico 
seemed to attribute to weakness and indecision on our 
part a forbearance which was the offspring of magna- 
nimity, and of a sincere desire to preserve {friendly rela- 
tions with a sister republic. 

Scarcely had Mexico achieved her independence, 
which the United States were the first among the na- 
tions to acknowledge, when she commenced the system 
of insult and spoliation, which she has ever since pur- 
sued. Our citizens engaged in lawful commerce were 
imprisoned, their vessels seized, and our flag insulted in 
her ports. If money was wanted, the lawless seizure 
and confiscation of our merchant vessels and their car- 
goes was a ready resource; and if to accomplish their 
purposes it became necessary to imprison the owners, 


_ the convention of the eleventh of April, 1839, “ for the 
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captains, and crews, it was done. Rulers superseded 
rulers in Mexico in rapid succession, but still there was’ 
no change in this system of depredation. ‘he govern- 
ment of the United States made repeated reclamations 
on behalf of its citizens, but these were answered by the 
perpetration of new outrages. Promises of redress made 
by Mexico in the most solemn forms were postponed or 
evaded. ‘The files and records of the Department of 
State contain conclusive proofs of numerous lawless acts 
perpetrated upon the property and personsof our citizens 
by Mexico, and of wanton insults to our national flag. 
The interposition of our government to obtain redress 
was again and again invoked, under circumstances 
which no nation ought to disregard. 

It was hoped that these outrages would cease, and that 
Mexico would be restrained by the laws which regulate 
the conduct of civil nations in their intercourse with 
each other after the treaty of amity, commerce, and na- 
vigation of the fifth of April, 1831, was concladed be- 
tween the two republics; but this hope soon proved to 
be vain. The course of seizure and confiscation of the 
property of our citizens; the violation of their persons 
and the insults to our flag pursued by Mexico previous 
to that time were scarcely suspended for even a_ brief 
period, although the treaty so clearly defines the rights 
and duties of the respective parties that it is impossible 
to misunderstand or mistake them. In less than seven 
years after the conclusion of that treaty our grievances 
had become so intolerable that, in the opinion of Presi- 


dent Jackson, they should no longer be endured. In 


his message to Congress in February, 1837, he present- 


have been committed, the repeated and unavailing ap. 
plications for redress, the wanton character of some of 
the outrages upon the property and persons of our citi- 


dependent of recent insults tothis government and peo- 
ple by the late extraordinary Mexican minister, would| 
justify in the eyes of all nations immediate war.” Ina 
spirit of kindness and forbearance, however, he recom-| 
ménded reprisals asa milder mode of redress. He de. 
clared that war should not be used as a remedy “by 
just and generous nations confiding in their strength 
for injuries committed, if it can be honourably avoided,” 
and added, “ it has occurred to me that, considering the 
present embarrassed condition of that country, we 
should act with both wisdom and moderation, by giving 
to Mexico one more opportunity to atone for the past, 
before we take redress into our own hands. ‘To avoid 
all misconception on the part of Mexico, as well as to 


opportunity should be given with the avowed design and 
full preparation to take immediate satisfaction, if it 
should not be obtained on a repetition of the demand fur 
it. To this end I recommend that.an act be au- 
thorizing reprisals, and the use of the naval ‘force of the 
United States, by the Executive, against Mexico, to en- 
force them in the event of a refusal by the Mexican go- 
vernment to come to an amicable adjustment of the 
matters in controversy between us, upon another de. 
mand thereof, made from on board one of our vessels of 
war on the coast of Mexico.” 

Committees of both Houses of Congress, to which this 
message of this President was referred, fully sustained 
his views of the character of the wrongs which we had 
suffered from Mexico, and recommended that another 
demand for redress should be made before authorizing 
war or reprisals. ‘The Committee on Foreign Relations 
of the Senate, in their report, say: “After such a de. 
mand, should prompt justice be refused by the Mexican 
government, we may appeal to all nations not only for 
the equity and moderation with which we shall have 
acted towards a sister republic, but for the necessity 
which will then compel us to seek redress for our wrongs, 
ciher by actual war or by reprisals. The subject will 
then be presented before Gongress, at the commence. 
ment of the next session, in a clear and distinct form; 
and the Committee cannot doubt but that such measures 
will be immediately adopted as may be necessary to 
vindicate the honour of the country, and insure ample 
reparation to our injured citizens.” : 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 


their report, they say that they “fully concur with the 
President that ample cause exists for taking redress into 
our Own hands, and believe that we should be justified 
in the opinion of other nations for taking such a step. 
But they are willing to try the experiment of another 
demand, made in the most solemn form, upon the jus- 
tice of the Mexican government, before any further pro- 
ceedings are adopted.” 

No difference of opinion upon the subject is believed 
to have existed in Congress at thattime. ‘The Executive 
and Legislative departments concurred; and yet such 
has been our forbearance, and desire to preserve peace 
with Mexico, that the wrongs of which we then com. 
plained, and which gave rise to these solemn proceed- 
ings, not only remain unredressed to this day, but ad- 
ditional causes of complaint, of an aggravated character, 
have ever since been accumulating. 

Shortly after these proceedings, a special messenger 
was despatched to Mexico, to make a final demand for 
redress; and on the twentieth of July, 1837, the demand 
was made. The reply of the Mexican government 
bears date on the twenty-ninth of the same month, and 
contains assurances of the “anxious wish” of the Mexi- 
can government “not to delay the moment of that final 
and equitabte adjustment which is to terminate the ex- 
isting difficulties between the two governments ;” that 
“nothing shou!d be left undone which may contribute to 
the most specdy and equitable determination of the sub- 
jects which have so seriously engaged the attention of 
the American governinent ;” that the “Mexican govern- 
ment would adopt, as the only guides for its conduct, 
the plainest principles of public right, the sacred obli- 
gations imposed by international law, and the religious 
fuith of treaties;” und that “whatever reason and jus- 
tice may dictate respecting each case will be done.” 
The assurance was further given, that tho decision of 
the Mexican government upon each cause of complaint, 
for which redréss had been demanded, should be com. 
municated to the government of the United States by 
the Mexican minister at Washington. 

These solemn assurances, in answer. to our demand 
for redress, were disregarded. By making them, how- 
ever, Mexico obtained further delay. President Van 
Buren, in his annual message to Congress of the fifth of! 
December, 1537, states, that “ulthough the larger num 
ber” of our demands for redress, and “ many of them 
aggravated cases of personal wrongs, have been now for 
years before the Mexican government, and some of the 
causes of nitional complaint, and those of the most offen. 
sive character, admitted of immediate, simple and satis- 
factory replies, it is only within few days past that any 
specific communication in answer to our last demand,| 
made five months ago, has been received {rom the Mexi- 
can minister ;” and that “ for not one of our public com. 
plaints has satisfaction been given or offered; that but 
one of the cases of personal wrong has been favourably 


considered, and that but four cases of both descriptions,| 


out of all those formerly presented and earnestly pressed, 
have as yet been decided upon by the Mexican govern: 
ment.” President Van Buren, believing that it would 
be vain to make any further attempt to obtain redress by 
the ordinary means within the power of the Executive, 
communicated this opinion to Congress, in the message 
referred to, in which he said, “* On @ careful and delibe- 
rate examination of the contents,” (of the correspondence 
with the Mexican government,) ‘and considering the 
spirit manifested by the Mexican government, it has be- 
come my painful duty to return the subject as it now 
stands, to Congress, to whom it belongs, to decide upon 
the time, the mode, and the measure of redress.” L[lad 
the United States at that time adopted compulsory meas- 
ures, and taken redress into their own hands, all our 
difficulties with Mexico would probably have been long 
since adjusted, and the existing war have been averted. 
Magnanimity and moderation on our part only had the 
effect to complicate these difficulties, und render an ami 
cable settlement of them the more embarrassing. That 
such measures of redress under similar provocations, 
committed by any of the powertul nations of Europe, 
would have been promptly resorted to by the United 
States, cannot be doubted. The national honour, and the 
preservation of the national character throughout the 
world, as well as our own sell!-respect, and the protection 
due to our own citizens, would have rendered such a re- 
sort indispensable. ‘The history of no civilized nation in 
modern times has presented within so brief a period so 
many wanton attacks upon the honour of its flag, and 
upon the property and persons of its citizens, as had at 
that time been borne by the United States from the 
Mexican authorities and people. But Mexico was a sis- 
ter republic, on the North American continent, occupy- 
ing a territory contiguous to our own, and was in a 
feeble and distracted cundition; and these considerations 
it is presumed, induced Congress to forbear still longer. 
Instead of taking redress into onr own hands, a new 
negotiation was entered upon with fair promises on the 
part of Mexico, but with the real purpose, as the event 
has proved, of indefinitely postponiug the reparation 
which we demanded, and which was so justly due. This 
negotiation, after more than a year's delay, resulted in 


of America upon the government of the Mexican repnb- 
lic.” ‘The joint board of commissioners created by this 
convention to examine and decide upon these claims was 
not organized until the month of August, 1840, and un- 
der the terms of the convention they were to terminate 
their duties within eighteen months from that time. 


_ United States with two amendments, which were mani- 


Fuur of the eighteen months were consumed in prelimi-. 


nary discussions on frivolous and dilatory points raised, 
by the Mexican commissioners; and it was not until the 


month of December, 1840, that they commenced the ex- 
amination of the claims of our citizens upon Mexico.' 
Fourteen months only remained to examine and decide 
upon these numerous and complicated cases. In the 
month of February, 1842, the ter: of the commission 
expired, leaving many claims undisposed of for want of 
time. The claims which were allowed by the board, and 
by the umpire authorized by the convention to decide in 
case of disagreement between the Mexican and Ameri- 
can Commissioners, amounted to two million twenty-six 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine dollars and sixty- 
eight cents. ‘There were pending before the umpire 
when the commission expired additional claims which 
had been examined and awarded by the American com. 
missioners, and had not been allowed by the Mexican 
commissioners, amounting to nine hundred and twenty- 
eicht thousand six hundred and twenty-seven dollars and 
eighty-eight cents, upon which he did not decide, al- 
leging that his authority had ceased with the termina- 
tion of the joint commission. Besides these claims, there 
were others of American citizens amounting to three 
million three hundred and thirty-six thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven dollars and five cents, which 
had been submitted to the board, and upon which they 
had not time to decide before their final adjournment. 
The sum of two million twenty-six thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine dollars and sixty-eight cents which 
had been awarded to the claimants, was a liquidated and 
ascertained debt due by Mexico, about which there 
could be no dispute, and which she was bound to pay 
according to the terms of the convention. Soon after 
the final awards for this amount had been made, the 
Mexican government asked for a postponement of the 
time of making payment, alleging that it would be in. 


convenicnt to make the payment at the time stipulated. 


In the spirit of forbearing kindness towards a sigter re.| 
public, which Mexico has so long abused, the United 
States promptly comphed with her request. A second 
convention was accordingly concluded between the two 
governments on the thirtieth of January, 1843, which 
upon its face declares, that “this new arrangemeut is 
entered into for the accommodation of Mexico.” By 
the terms of this convention, all the interest due on the 
awards which had been made in favour of the claimants 
under the convention of the eleventh of April, 1839, was 
to be paid to them on the thirtieth of April, 1843, and 
“the principal of the said awards, and the interest accru- 
ing thereon,” was stipulated to “be paid in five years, 
in equal instalments every three months.” 

Notwithstanding this new convention was entered| 
into at the request of Mexico, and for the purpose of re- 
lieving her from embarrassment, the claimants have 
only received the interest due on the thirtieth of April, 
1843, and three of the twenty instalments. Although) 
the payment of the sum thus liquidated, and confessedly 
due by Mexico to our citizens as indemnity for acknow- 
ledged acts of outrage and wrong, was secured by trea- 
ty, the obligations of which are ever held sacred by all 
just nations, yet Mexico has violated this solemn en- 
gagement by failing and refusing to make the payment. 
‘The two instalments due in April and July, 1844, under} 
the peculiar cir tance cted with them, have 
been assumed “by the United States and discharged to 
the claimants, but they are still due by Mexico. But 
this is not all of which we have just cause of complaint.| 
To provide a remedy for the claimants whose cases 
were not decided by the joint commission under the 
convention of April the eleventh, 1839, it was expressly 
stipulated by the sixth article of the convention of the 
thirtieth of January, 1843, that “a new convention 
shall be entered into for the settlement of all claims of 
the government and citizens of the United States against 
the republic of Mexico, which were not finally decided 
by the late commission, which met in the city of Wash- 
ington, and of all claims of the government and citizens 
of Mexico against the United States.” 

In conformity with this stipulation, a third conven- 
tion was concluded and signed at the city of Mexico on 
the 20th of November, 1843, by the plenipotentiaries 
of the two governments, by which provision was made 
for ascertaining and paying these claims. In January, 
1344, this convention was ratified by the Senate of the 


festly reasonable in their character. Upon a reference 
of the amendments proposed to the government of Mexi- 
co, the same evasion, difficulties, and delays were inter- 
posed which have so long marked the policy of that 
government towards the United States. It has not yet 
decided whether it would or would not accede to them, 
although the subject has been repeatedly pressed upon 
its consideration. 

Mexico has thus violated a second time the faith of 
treaties, hy failing or refusing to carry into effect the 
sixth article of the convention of January, 1843. 

Such is the history of the wrongs which we have suf- 
fered and patiently endured from Mexico through a long 
series of years. So far from affording reasonable satis- 
faction for the injuries and insults we had borne, a great 
aggravation of them consists in the fact, that while the 
United States, anxious to preserve a good understanding 
with Mexico, have been constantly, but vainly, employ- 
ed in seeking redress for past wrongs, new outrages 
were constantly occurring which have continued to in- 
crease our causes of complaint and to swell the amount 
of our demands. While the citizens of the United 
States were conducting a lawful commerce with Mexico 
under the guaranty of a treaty of “amity, commerce, 
and navigation,” many of them have suffered all the in- 
juries which would have resulted from open war. This 
treaty, instead of affording protection to our citizens, 
has been the means of inviting them into the ports off 
Mexico that they might be, as they have been in nu- 
merous instances, plundered of their property and de- 
prived of their personal liberty if they dared to insist 
on their rights. 

Had the unlawful seizures of American property, and 
the violation of personal liberty of our citizens, to say 
nothing of the insults to our flag which have occurred : 


the ports of Mexico, taken place on the high seas, they 
would themselves long since have constituted a state o 
actual war between the two countries. In so long suf- 
fering Mexico to violate her most solemn treaty obliga- 
tions, plunder our citizens of their property, and impri- 
son their persons without affording them any redress, 


we have failed to perform one of the fret and highest) 


duties which every government owes to its citizens; and 
the consequence has been, that many of them have been 
reduced from a state of affluence to bankruptcy. ‘The 
proud name of American citizen, which ought to protect 
all who bear it from insult and injary throughout the| 
world, has afforded no such protection to our citizens in| 
Mexico. We had ample cause of war against Mexico: 
long before the breaking out of hostilities. But even 
then we forbore to take redress intv our own hands, until 
Mexico herself became the aggressor by invading our 
soil in hostile array and shedding the blood of our citi- 
zens, 

Such are the grave causes of complaint on the 
part of the United States against Mexico — causes| 
which existed long before the annexation of Texas to the 
American Union; and yet, animated by the love of 
peace, and a magnanimous moderation, we did not adopt 
those measures of redress which, under such circum. 
stances, are the justified resort of injured nations, 

The annexation of ‘Texas to the United States con- 
stituted no jnst cause of offence to Mexico. The pre- 
text that it did so is wholly inconsistent, and irrecon- 
cilable with well authenticated facts connected with the 


revolution by which Texas became independent of Mex- 


ico. That this may be the more manifest, it may be 
proper to advert to the causes and to the history of the 
principal events of that revolution. 

‘Texas constituted a portion of the ancient province 
of Louisiana, ceded to the United States by France in 
the year 1803. In the year 1819, the United States, by 
the Florida treaty, ceded to Spain all that part of Louisi.- 
ana within the present limits of Texas; and Mexico, by 
the revolution which separated her from Spain, and ren- 
dered her an independent nation, succeeded to the rights 
of the mother country over this territory. In the year 
1824, Mexico established a federal consititution, under 
which the Mexican republic was composed of a number 
of sovereign States, confederated together in a federal 
Union similar to our own. Each of these States had its 
own executive, legislature, and judiciary, and for all, 
except federal purposes, was as independent of the gene- 
ral government, and that of the other States, as is Penn- 
sylvania or Virginia under our constitution. Texas and 
Coahuila united and formed one of these Mexican 
States. The State constitution which they adopted, and 
which was approved by the Mexican confederacy, as- 
serted that they were “free and independent of the 
other Mexican United States, and of every other power 
and dominion whatsoever ;” and proclaimed the great 
principle of human liberty, that “the sovereignty of the 
State resides originally and essentially in the general 
mass of the individuals who compose it.” To the gov. 
ernment under this constitution, as well as to that under 
the federal constitution, the people of ‘Texas owed allegi- 
ance. 

Emigrants from foreign countries, including the Uni- 
ted States, were invited by the colonization laws of the 
State and of the federal government to settle in Texas, 
Advantageous terins were offered to induce them to 
leave their own country and become Mexican citizens. 
This invitation was accepted by many of our citizens, 
in the full faith that in their new home they would be 
governed by laws enacted by representatives elected by 
themselves, and that their lives, liberty, and property 


would be protected by constitutional guarantces similar} 


to those which existed in the republic they had left. 
Under a government thus organized they continned uan- 
til the year 1835, when @ military revolution broke out 
in the city of Mexico, which entirely subverted the fed- 
eral and State constitutions, and placed a military dic- 
tator at the head of the government. 

By a sweeping decree of a Congress subservient to the 
will of the dictator, the several State constitutions were 
abolished, and the States themselves converted into mere 
departments of the Central Government. 
Texas were unwilling to snbmit to this usurpation. Re- 
sistance to such tyranny became a high duty. Texas 
was fully absolved from all allegiance to the Central 
Government of Mexico from the moment that govern- 
ment had abolished her State constitution, and in its 
place substituted an arbitrary and despotic Central Gov. 
ernment. 

Such were the principal causes of the Texan revolu- 
tion. The people of Texas at once determined upon 
resistance, and flew to arms. In the midst of these im- 
portant and exciting events, however, they did not omit 
to place their libertics upon a secure and permanent 
foundation. They elected members to a convention, who 
in the month of March, 1836, issued a formal declara- 
tion that their “ political connexion with the Mexican 
nation has for ever ended, and that the people of Texas 
do now constitute a FREE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPENDENT 
REPUBLIC, and are fully invested with all the rights and 
attributes which properly belong to independent na- 
tions.” They also adopted for their government a libe- 
ral-republican constitution. About the same time Santa 
Anna, then the dictator of Mexico, invaded Texas with 
a numerous army for the purpose of subduing her peo- 
ple, and enforcing obedience to his arbitrary and des 
tic government. On the twenty-first of April, 1836, he 
was met by the Texan citizen-soldiers, and on that day 
was achieved by them the memorable victory of San 
Jacinto, by which they conquered their independence. 
Considering the numbers engaged on the respective 
sides, history does not record a more brilliant achieve. 
ment. Santa Anna himself was among the captives. 

In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna acknowledg- 
ed by a treaty with the Texan authorities, in the most 
solemn form, “ the full, entire, and perfect independence 
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prisoner of war, but it is equally true that he had failed 
to reconquer Texas, and had met with signal defeat; 
that his authority had not been revoked, and that by 
virtue of this treaty he obtained his personal release. 
By it hostilities were suspended, and the army which 
had invaded ‘Texas under his command returned in pur- 
suance of this arrangement, unmolested, to Mexieo, 

From the day that the battle of San Jacinto was fought 
until the present hour, Mexico has never possessed the 
power to reconquer Texas. In the language of the Sec. 
retary of State of the United States, in a despatch to 
our minister in Mexico, under date of the eighth of July 
1842, “ Mexico may have chosen to consider, and may 
still choose to consider Texas as having been at ail 
times since 1535, and as still continuing, a rebellious 
province; bat the world has been obliged to take a very 
different view of the matter. From the time of the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto, in April, 1836, to the present mio- 
ment, Texas has exhibited the same external signs:ot 
national independence as Mexico herself, and with quite 
as much stability of government. Practically free and 
independent, acknowledged as a political sovereignty 
by the principal Powers of the world, no hostile foot 
finding rest within her territory for six or seven years, 
and Mexico herself refraining for all that period from 
any further attempt to re-establish her own authori- 
territory, cannot but be surprising ‘to 

nd Mr. de Bocanegra” (the Secretary of Foreign Af- 
fairs of Mexico,) “complaining that for that whole 
period citizens of the United States, or its governments 
have been favouring the rebels of ‘Texas, and sapplying 
them with vessels, ammunition, and money, as if the 
war for the reduction of the province of ‘Texas had 
been constantly prosecuted by Mexico, and her success 
prevented by these influences from abroad.” 

In the same despatch the Secretary of State affirms 
that “since 1837 the United States have regarded Texas 
as an independent sovereignty, as much as Mexico; and 
that trade and commerce with citizens of a government 
at war with Mexico cannot, on that account, be regarded 
as an intercourse by which assistance and succour are 
given to Mexican rebels. The whole current of Mr. do 
Bocanezgra’s remarks runs in the same direction as if 
the independence of ‘Texas had not been acknowledged. 
It has been acknowledged—it was acknowledged in 1837 
against the remonstrance and protest of Mexico; and 
most of the acts of any importance, of which Mr. de 
Bocanegra complains, flow necessarily from that recog- 
nition. Hespeaks of Texas as still being ‘an integral 
part of the territory of the Mexican republic,’ but he can- 
not but understsnd that the United States do not so regard 
it. The real complaint of Mexico, therefore, is, in sub- 
stance, neither more nor less than a complaint against 
the recognition of Texan independence. It may be 
thought rather late to repeat that complaint, and not 
quite just to confine it to the United States, to the ex- 
emption of England, France, and Belgium, unless the 
United States, having been the first to acknowledge the 
independence of Mexico herself, are to be blamed for 
setting an example for the recognition of that of Texas.’ 
And he added, that “ the constitution, public treaties, and 
the laws oblige the President to regard ‘Texas as an in- 
dependent State, and its territory as no part of the terri- 
tory of Mexico.” Texas had been an independent State, 
with an organized government, defying the power of 
Mexico to overthrow or reconquer her for more than ten 
ycars before Mexico commenced the present war against 
the United States. Texas had given such evidence to the 
world of her ability to maintain her separate existence as 
an independent nation, that she had been formally recog- 
nized as such, not only by the United States, but by 
several of the principal powers of Europe. ‘These 
powers had entered into treaties of amity, commerce and 
navigation with her. They had received and accredited 
her ministers and other diplomatic agents at their res- 
pective courts, and they had commissioned ministers and 
diplomatic ugents on their part to the government of 
Texas. 

If Mexico, notwithstanding all this, and her utter ina- 
bility to subdue or reconquer Texas, still stubbornly re- 
fused to recognize her as an independent nation, she 
was none the less so on that account. Mexico herself 
had been recognized as an independent nation by the 
United States, and by other powers, many years before 
Spain, of which, before her revolution, she had been a 
colony, would agree to recognize her as such; and yet 
Mexico was at that time, in the estimation of the civi- 
lized world, and in fact, none the less an independent 
power because Spain still claimed her asa colony. If 


Spain had continued until the present period to assert 
that Mexico was one of her colonies In revetron against 


her, this would not have made her so, or changed the 
fact of her independent existence. ‘Texas, at the period 
of her annexation to the United States, bore the same 
relation to Mexico, that Mexico had borne to Spain for 
many years betore Spain acknowledged her independ- 
ence, with this important difference—that, before the 
annexation of Texas to the United States was consum- 
mated, Mexico herself, by a formal act of her govern- 
ment, had acknowledged the independence of Texas as 
anation. It is true, that in the act of recognition she 
prescribed a condition which she had no power or au- 
thority to impose, that Texas should not annex herself 
to any other power; but this could not detract in any de- 
gree from the recognition which Mexico then made of her 
actual independence. Upon this-plain statement of 
facts, it is absurd for Mexico to allege, us a pretext for 
commencing hostilities against the United States, that 
Texas is still a part of her territory. 

But there are those who, conceding all this to be true, 
assume the ground that the true western boundary of 
Texas is the Nueces, instead of the Rio Grande; and 
that, therefore, in marching our army to the east bank 
of the latter river, we passed the Texan line, and invad- 
ed the territory of Mexico. A simple statement of facts, 
known to exist, will conclusively refute such an assump- 
tion. Texas, as ceded to the United States by France 
in 1803, has been always claimed as extending west tu 
the Rio Grande, or Rio Bravo. This fact is established 
by the authority of our most eminent statesmen ata 
period when the question was as well if not better un- 
derstuod than it is at present. During Mr. Jefferson’s 
administration, Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney, who had 
been sent ona special mission to Madrid, charged, . 
among other things, with the adjustment of boundary 
between the two countries, in a note addressed to the 
Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, under date of the 
twenty-eighth of January, 1805, assert that the boun- 
daries of Louisiana, as ceded to the United States by 
France, “are the river Perdido on the cast, and the river 
Bravo on the west; and they add, that “the facts and 
principles which justify this conclusion are so satisfac- 
tory to our government as to convince it that the United 
States have not a better right to the island of New Or- 
leans, under the cession referred to, than they have to 
the whole district of territory which is above described.” 

Down to the conclusion of the Florida treaty, in 
February, 1819, by which this territory was ceded to 
Spain, U.e United States asserted and maintained their 
territorial rights to this extent. In the month of June, 
1818, during Mr. Monroe’s administration, information 
having been received that a number of foreign adven- 
turers had landed at Galveston, with the avowed purpose | 
of forming a settlement in that vicinity, a special mes- 
senger was despatched by the government of the United | 
States, with instructions from the Secretary of State to 
warn them to. desist, should they be found there “ or in 
any other place north of tho Rio Bravo, and within the 
territory claimed by the United States.” He was in- 
structed, should they be found in the country north of 
that river, to make known to them “ the surprise with 
which the President has seen possession thus taken, 
without authority from the United States, of a place 
within their territorial limits, and opon which no law- 
ful settlement can be made without their sanction.” He 
was instructed to call upon them to “ avow under what 
national authority they profess to act,” aud to give them 
due warning “that the place is within the United States, 
who will suffer no permanent settlement to be made 
there, under any authority other than their own.” 

As late as the eighth of July, 1842, the Secretary of 
State of the United States, in a note addressed to our 
minister in Mexico, maintains that, by the Florida treaty 
of 1819, the territory as far west as the Rio Grande was 
confirmed to Spain. In that note he states that, “ by 
the treaty of the twenty-second of February, 1819, be- 
tween the United States and Spain, the Sabine was 
adopted as the line of boundary between the two powers. 
Up to that period, no considerable colonization had been 
effected in ‘l'exas; but the territory between the Sabine 
and the Rio Grande being confirmed to Spain by the 
treaty, applications were made to that power for grants 
of land, and such grants, or permissions of settlement, 
were in fact made by the Spanish authorities in favour 
of citizens of the United States proposing to emigrate to 
‘Texas in numerous families, before the declaration of 
independence by Mexico.” 

The Texas which was ceded to Spain by the Florida 
treaty of 1819, embraced all the country now claimed by 
the State of ‘Texas between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande. The republic of Texas always claimed this 
river as her western boundary, and in ber treaty made 
with Santa Anna in May, 1836, he recognized it as such. 
By the constitution which Texas adopted in March, 
1836, senatorial and representative districts were organ- 
ized extending west of the Nueces. The Congress of 
Texas, on the 19th of December, 1836, passed “an Act 
to define the boundaries of the republic of Texas,” in 
which they declared the Rio Grande from its moath to 
its source to be their boundary, and by the said act they 
extended their “civil and politica! jurisdiction” over the 
country upto that boundary. During a period of more 


than nine years, which intervened between the adoption 


of her constitution and her annexation as one of the 
States of our Union, Texas asserted and exercised many 
acts of sovereignty and jurisdiction over the territory and 
inhabitants west of the Nneces. She organized and de- 
fined the limits of counties extending to the Rio Grande. 
| She established courts of justice and extended her judi- 

cial system over the ter : established a cus- 


of the republic of Texas.” It is true he was then a 
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Congress 

* ‘Texas which they admitted into the Union to extend be- 
yond the Nueces is apparent from the fact, that on the 

thirty-first ‘of December, 1845, only two days after the 

; act of admission, they passed a law “to establish 

v lection district in the State of Texas,” by which they 

_ @reated a port of delivery at Corpus Christi, situated) 


_ the Texaa.custom-house, 


with the advice and consent of 


and confirmed by 
in the performance of his dutics. 


preceded the orders for the advance of our 
' $e the east bank of the Rio Grande. Subsequent- 
~ as an act “establishing certain post 


_ Foutes,” extending westiof the Nueces. The country west 
districts of Texas, and is represented in the 
. ary. west.of that river was represented. In view of all 
» these facts, it is difficult to conceive upon what ground 
_ it. can be maintained that, in occupying the country west 


of the Nueces with our army, with a view sovlely to its 
. security and defence, we invaded the territory of Mex- 


ceedings, 
- United States, he had assumed the responsibility of 
_ yielding up the territory west of the Nueces to Mexico,| 


ite 
remainder of ‘Texas, against the threatened Mexican in- 
the 
Bie Grande, .Her.refuted pretension that Téxas was not 
. in fact an independent State, but a rebellious province, 
- was obstinately persevered in; and her avowed 


’ jn commencing a war with the United Statcs was to 
ver Texas, and to restore Mexican authority 
over the 


vasion which Mexico might make. 

- west of the Nueces, as early as August, 1845, without 
. Complaint from any quarter. 
_ before it advanced to the eastern bank of the Riv Grande. 
In. my -anqual 
* and Convention of Texas, I had deemed it proper to 


. concentrate an efficient military force on the western 
_ frontier of Texas, to protect and defend the inhabitants} 
_ against the menaced invasion of Mexico. 


| had been ordered to the Gulf, and our army to “take a 


| ny which might be attempted by the Mexican forces.” 


. the War Department, issued on the thirteenth of Janu- 


_ adopted by our Congress in March, 1845, proceeds to 


_ should repel it with proper 


ance of the orders of his government, had collected a 


_ the 


_ the war between them, and considering it duc to the 
honour of our country, and our fair fame among the! 


198 


house, and collected duties, and offices and 
post rondo, in it. She established a lard office, and ic. 


sued numerous grants for land, within its limits. A Se. 
nator anda Representative residing in it were elccted| 


Congress of the republic, and served as such be- 
fore the oct 6f annexation took In both the Con- 
and Convention of ‘Texas, which ggive their assent 
oho terms of annexation to the United States, proposed) 


ear Congress, were representatives residing west of 


“the Nueces, who tovk part in the act of annexation itself.) 


('Phie the Texas which, by the sct.of our Uon- 


‘ gress of the twenty-ninth of December, 1845, was ad-| 


mitted-as ‘one of the Statcs of our Union. That the 


of the United States understood the State of 


a col- 


west of the Nueces, and being the same point at which 
the laws of that repub- 
lic, had been located, end directed that a surveyor to 
collect the revenine should be appointed for that port by 


was accordingly nominated) 
the Senate, und hus been ever since 


All these acts of the republic of Texas, and of our 


of that river now constitutes a part of one of the Con- 
of. Representatives. The Senators from that 
State were chosen: by a legislature in which the coun 


ico, t it would have been still more difficult to justi- 
fy the Executive, whose duty it is to see that the laws 
be faithfully executed, if in the face of all these pro-. 
of the Congress of ‘I'exas and of the 


or of refusing to protect and defend this territory and 
inhabitants, including Corpus Christi, as well as the 


But Mexico herself has never placed the war which 
she has waged upon the ground that our army occupied 
intermediate territory between the Nucces and the 


purpose 


whole territory—not to the Nueces only, but to 
the Sabine. In view of the proclaimed menaces ot 
Mexico to this effect, I deemed it my duty, as a measure 
-of precaution and defence, to order our army to occupy 
& position on our frontier as a military post, from which 
our troops could best resist and repel any attempted in- 


Oar army had occupied a position at Corpus Christi, 


. Had the Nueces been re- 
_— as the true western boundary of ‘Texas, that 
ndary had been passed by our army many months' 


of December last I informed 
Congress, that upon the invitation of both the Congress 


order a strong squadron to the coasts of Mexico, and to 


In that mes- 
sage I informed Congress that the moment the terms of 
annexation offered by the United States were accepted) 
by Texas, the latter became so far a part of our own 
country as to make it our duty to affurd such protection 
and defence; and that for that purpose our squadron 


position between the Nueces and the Del Norte,” or Rio 
Grande, and “ to repel any invasion of the Texan terri 


was proper to issue this order, because,| 
soon after the President of Texas, in April, 1545, had 
issued his proclamation convening the Congress of that 


' republic, for the purpose of submitting to that body the} 


terms of annexation proposed by the United States, the 
government of Mexico made serious threats of invading 
the Texan territory. These threats became more im- 
posing as it became more apparent, in the progress of 
the question, that the people of Texas would decide in 
favour of accepting the terms of aunexation ; and, final- 
ly, they had assumed such a formidable character, as 
induced both the Congress and Convention of ‘Texas to 
request that a military force should be sent by the United} 
States into her territory for the purpose of protecting 
and defending her against the threatened invasion. 11 
would have been a violation of good faith towards the 


le of Texas to h fused to afford the aid which} 
uch ister in Mexico, refused to receive and accredit hii. 


mst a@ threatened invasion, to whic 

they had been exposed by their free determination to 
annex themselves to our Union, in compliance with the 
overture made to them by the joint resolution of our 
Congress, 

Accordingly, a portion of the army was ordered to ad- 
vance into Texas. Corpus Christi was the position 
selected by General Taylor. Le encamped at that place 
in August, 1845, and the army remained in that position 
until the eleventh of March, 1846, when it moved west- 
ward, and on the twenty-eighth of that month reached) 
the east bank of the Rio Grande opposite to Matamoras. 
This movement was made in pursuance of orders frum 


ary, 1846. Before these orders were issued, the despatch 
of our minister in Mexico, transmitting the decision of 
the Council of Government of Mexico, advising that he 
should not be received, and also the despatch of our con. 
sul residing in the city of Mexico—the former bearing 
date on the seventeenth, and the latter on the eighteenth 
of December, 1845, cupies of both of which accompanied 
my message to Congress of the eleventh of May last— 
were received at the Departinent of State. ‘These com- 
munications rendered it highly probable, if not absolutely 
certain, that our minister would not be received by the 

vernment of General Herrera. It was also well 
des that but little hope could be entertained of a dif- 
ferent result from General Paredes in case the revolu- 
tionary movement which he was prosecuting should 
prove successful, as was highly probable. The partisaus 
of Paredes, as our minister, in the despatch referred to, 
states, breathed the fiercest hostility against the United 
States, denounced the proposed negotiation as treason, 
and openly called upon the troops and the pcople to put 
down the government of Herrera by force. The recon- 
quest of ‘Texas, and war with the United States, were 
openly threatened. These were the circumstances ex- 
isting, when it was deemed proper to order the army 
under the command of Gencral Taylor to advance to the 
western frontier of ‘Texas, and occupy a position on or 
near the Rio Grande. 

The apprehensions of a contemplated Mexican inva- 
sion have since heen fully justified by the event. ‘The 
determination of Mexico to rush into hostilities with the 


United States was afterwards manifested from the whole 
tenor of the note of the Mexican Minister of Foreign, 
Affairs to our minister, bearing date on the twelfth of, 
March, 1846. Paredes had then revolutionized the go- 
vernment, and his minister, after referring to the resolu- 
tion for the annexation of Texas, which had been 


declare that “a fact such as this, or, to speak with great- 
er exactness, so notable an act of usurpation, created an 
imperious necessity that Mexico, for her own honour, 
firmness and dignity. The 
Supreme Government had beforehand declarcd that it 
would look upon such an act as a casus belli; and, as a 
consequence of this declaration, negotiation was, by its 
very nature, at an end, and war was the ouly recourse 
of the Mexican government.” 

It appears, also, that on the fourth of April following, 
General Paredes, through his minister of war, issued 
orders to the Mexican general in command on the Texan 
frontier to “attack” our army “ by every means which 
war permits.” To this General Paredes had been 
pledged to the army and people of Mexico during 
the military revolution which had brought him into 
power. On the eighteenth of April, 1846, General Pa- 
redes addressed a letter to the commander on that fron- 
tier, in which he stated to him “at the present datc I 
sup you at the head of that valiant army, cither 
fighting already, or preparing for the operations of a 
campaign ;” and “supposing you already on the theatre 
of operations, and with all the forces assembled, it is in- 
dispensable that hostilities be commenced, yourself tak- 
ing the initiative against the enemy.” 

‘The movement of our army to the Rio Grande was 
made by the commanding general under positive orders| 
to abstain from all aggressive acts towards Mexico, or 
Mexican citizens, and to vognrd the relations betwecn 
the two countries as peaceful, unless Mexico should de- 
clare war, or commit acts of hostility indicative of a 
state of war: and these orders he faithfully executed. 
Whilst occupying his position on the east bank of the 
Rio Grande, within the limits of ‘Texas, then recently 
‘admitted as one of the States of our Union, the com. 
manding general of the Mexican forces, who, in pursu- 


large army on the opposite shore of the Riv Grande, 
crossed the river, invaded our territory, and commenced 
hostilities by attacking our forces, 

Thus, after all the injuries which we had received and 
borne from Mexico, and after she had insultingly reject- 
ed a minister sent to her on a mission of peace, and 
whom she had solemnly agreed to receive, she consum-} 
mated her long course of outrage against our country 
by commencing an offensive war and shedding the 

of our citizens on our own soil. 

The United States never attempted to acquire Texas 
by conquest. QOn the contrary, at an early period after 
people of ‘Texas had achieved their independence, 
they sought to be annexed tothe United States. At a 
general election in September, 1836, they decided with 

reat unanimity in favour of “ annexation ;” and in No. 
vember following, the Congress of the republic authoriz- 
ed the appointment of a minister, to bear their request} 
to this government. This government, however, having 
remained neutral between Texas and Mexico during 
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nations of the earth, that we should not at this early pe. 
riod consent to annexation, nor until it should be mani- 
fest to the world that the re-conquest of Texas by 
Mexico was im ible, refused to acccde to the over- 
turesanmade by Texas. On the twelfih of April, 1844, 
and ‘efter mote than seven years hati elapsed since 
Texas had egtablished her independence, a treaty was 
concluded for the annexation of that republic to the 
United States, which was rejected by the Senate. Fi- 
nally, on the first of March, 1845, gress passed a 
joint resolution fer annexing her to the United Statcs, 


upon certain preliminary conditions to which her assent} 


was required. The solemnities which characterized the 
deliberations and conduct of the government and people 
of Texas, on the deeply interesting questions presented 
by these resolutions, are known to the world. The 
Congress, the Executive, and the people of Texas, in a 
convention elected for that purpose, accepted with great 
unanimity the pro terms of annexation ; and thus 
consummated on part the great act of restoring to 
our federal Union a vast territory which had been ceded 
to Spain by the Florida treaty more than a quarter of a 
century before. 

After the joint resolution for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States had been passed by our Congress, 
the Mexican minister at Washington addressed a note 
to the Secretary of State, bearing date on the sixth of 
March, 1845, protesting against it as “an act of aggres- 
sion, the most unjust which can be found recorded in 
the annals of modern history ; namely, that of despoiling 
a friendly nation, like Mexico, of a considerable por- 
tion of her territory ;” and protesting against the resolu- 
tion of annexation, as being an act “ whereby the pro- 
vince of Texas, an integral portion of the Mexican ter- 
ritory, is agreed and admitted into the American 
Union ;" and he announced that, as a consequence, his 
mission to the United States had terminated, and de- 
manded his passports, which were grantcd. It was upon 
the absurd pretext, made by Mexico, (hersclf indebted 
for her independence toa successful revolution,) that the 
republic of Texas still continued to be, notwithstanding 
all that had passed, a province of Mexico, that this step 
was taken by the Mexican minister. 

Every honourable effort has been used by me to avoid 
the war which followed, but all have proved vain. All 
our attempts to preserve peace have been met by insult 
and resistance on the part of Mexico. My efforts to 
this end commenced in the note of the Secretary of 
State of the tenth of March, 1845, in answer to that of 
the Mexican minister. Whilst declining to reopen a dis- 
cussion which had already been exhausted, and proving 
again what was known to the whole world, that Texas had 
long since achieved her independence, the Secretary of 
State expressed the regret of this government that Mexi- 
co should have taken offence at the resolution of annexa- 
tion passed by Congress, and gave assurance that our 
“ most strenuous efforta shall be devoted to the amicable 
adjustment of every cause of complaint between the two 
governments, and to the cultivation of the kindest and 
most friendly relations between the sister republics.” 

That 1 have acted in the spirit of this assurance, will 
appear from the events which have since occurred. 
Notwithstanding Mexico had abruptly terminated all 
diplomatic intercourse with the United States, and ought, 
therefore, to have been the first to ask for its resumption, 
yet, waiving all ceretnony, | embraced the earliest fa- 
vourable opportunity “to ascertain from the Mexican 
government whether they would receive an envoy from 
the United States intrusted with full power to adjust all 
the questions in dispute between the two governments.” 
In September, 1845, I believed the propitious moment 
for such an overture had arrived. Texas, by the enthu- 
siastic and almost unanimous will of her people, had 
pronounced in favour of annexation. Mexico herself 
had agreed to acknowledge the independence of Texas, 
subject to a condition, it is true, which she had noright 
to impose and ne power to enforce. The last lingering 
hope of Mexico, if she still could have retained any, that 
Texas would ever again become one of her provinces, 
must have becn abandoned. : 

The consul of the United States at the city of Mexico 
was, therefore, instructed by the Secretary of State on 
the fifteenth of September, 1845, to make the inquiry of 
the Mexican government. ‘The inquiry was made, and 
on the fifteenth of October, 1845, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Mexican government, in-a note addressed 
to our consul, gave a favourable response, requesting, at 
the same time, that our naval force might be withdrawn 
from Vera Cruz while negotiations should be pending. 
Upon the reception of this note, our naval force was 
promptly withdrawn from Vera Cruz. A Minister was 
immediately appointed, and departed to Mexico. Every 
thing bore a promising aspect for a speedy and peaceful 
adjustment of all our difficulties, At the date of my an- 
nual message to Congress, in December last, no doubt 
was entertained but that he would be received by the 
Mexican government, and the hope was cherished that 
all cause of misunderstanding between the two countries 
would be speedily removed. In the confident hope that 
such would be the result of his mission, I informed Con- 
gress that I forbore at that time to “ recommend such 
ulterior measures of redress for the wrongs and injuries 
we had so long borne, as it would have been proper to 
make had no such negotiation been instituted.” ‘l'omy 
surprise and regret, the Mexican government, though 

nly pledged to do so. upon the arrival of our min- 


When he reached Vera Cruz, on the thirtieth of Novem- 
ber, 1845, he found that the aspect of affairs had under- 
gone an unhappy change. The government of General 
Herrera, who was at that time President of the republic, 
was tottering to its fall. General Paredes (a military 
leader) had manifested his determination to overthrow 
the government of Herrera, by a military revolution ; 
and one of the principal means which he employed to 
effect his purpose, and render the government of Her- 
rera odious to the army and people ef Mexico, was by 
loudly condemning its determination to receive a minis- 
ter of peace from the United States, alleging thut it was 
the intention of Elerrera, by a treaty with the United 
States, to dismember the territory of Mexico, by ceding 
away the department of Texas. ‘The government of 
Herrera is! believed to have been well disposed to a pa 
cific adjustment of existing difficulties; but probably 
alarmed for its own security, and in order to ward off 
the danger of the revolution led by Paredcs, violated its 
solemn agreement, and refused to receive or accredit our 
minister; and this, although infurmed that he had been 
invested with full power to adjust all questions in dispute 
betwcen the two governments. Among the frivolous 
pretexts for this refusal, the principal one was, that our 
minister had nut gone upon a special mission, confined 
to the question of Texas alone, leaving all the outrages 
upon our flag and our citizens unredressed. ‘The Mexi- 
can government well knew that both our national hon- 
our and the protection due to our citizens imperatively 
required that the two questions of boundary and indem- 
nity should be treated of together, as naturally and insc- 
parably blended, and they ought to have seen that this 
course was best calculated to enable the United States to 
extend to them the most liberal justice. On the thirti- 
eth of December, 1845, General Herrera resiyned the 
presidency, and yielded up the government to General 
Paredes without a struggle. ‘Thus a revolution was ac- 
complished solely by the army commanded by Paredes, 
and the supreme power in Mexico passed into the hands 
of a military usurper, who was known to be bitterly hos- 
tile to the United States. 

Although the prospect of a pacific adjustment with 
the new government was unpromising, from the known 
hostility of its head to the United States, yet, determin- 
ed that nothing should be left undone on our part to re- 
store friendly relations between the two countries, our 
minister was instructed to present his credentials to the 
new government, and asked to be accredited by it in the 
diplomatic character in which he had been commission- 
ed. ‘These instructions he executed by his note of the 
firstof March, 1846, addressed to the Mexican Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, but his request was insultingly re- 
fused by that minister in his answer of the twelth of 
the same month. No alternative remained for our min- 
ister but to demand his passports, and return to the 
United States, 

Thus was the extraordinary spectacle presented to the 
civilized world, of a government, in violation of its own 
express agreement, having twice rejected a minister of 
peace, invested with full powers to adjust all the exist- 
ing differences between the two countries in a manner 
just and honourable to both. I am not aware that mod. 
ern history presents a parallel case, in which, in time of 
peace, one nation has refused even to hear propositions 
from another for terminating existing difficulties be- 
tween them. 

Scarcely a hope of adjusting our difficulties, even at 
a remote day, or of preserving peace with Mexico, could 
be cherished while Paredes remained at the head of the 
government. He had acquired the supreme power by a 
military revolution, and upon the most solemn pledges 
to wage war against the United States, and to reconquer 
Texas, which he claimed as a revolted province of Mex- 
ico. He had denounced as guilty of treason all those 
Mexicans who had considered Texas as no longer con- 
stituting a part of the territory of Mexico, and who 
were friendly to the cause ef peace. The duration of 
the war which he waged against the United States was 
indefinite, because the end which he proposed, of the 
reconquest of Texas was hopeless. Besides, there was 
good reason to believe, from all his conduct, that it was 
his intention to cenvert the republic of Mexico into a 
monarchy, and to call a foreign European prince to the 
throne. Preparatory to this end, he had, during his 
short rule, destroyed the liberty of the press, tolerating 
that portion of it only which openly advocated the es- 
tablishment of a monarchy. ‘The better to secure the 
success of his ultimate designs, he had, by an arbitrary 
decree, convoked a Congress—not to be elected by the 
free voice of the people, but to be chosen in a manner to 
make them subservient to his will, and to give him ab- 
solute control over their delibrations. 

Under all these circumstances, it was believed that 
any revolution in Mexico, founded upon opposition to 
the ambitious projects of Paredes, would tend tu promote 
the cause of peace as well as prevent my attempted Eu- 
ropean interference in the affairs of the North American 
continent—both objects of deep interest to the United 
States. Any such foreign interference, if attempted, 
must have been resisted by the United States. My views 
upon that subject were fully communicated to Congress 
in my last annual message. In any event, it was cer- 
tain that no cha whatever in the government of 
Mexico which would deprive Puredes of power could be 
for the worsc, so far as the United States were concern- 
ed, while it was highly probable that any change must 
be for the better. 

This was the state of affairs existing when Congress, 
on the thirteenth of May last, recognized the existence) 


of the war which had been commenced by the govern: | 


ment of Paredes; and it became an object of much im. 
portance, with a view to a speedy settlement of our dif- 
fiulties,and the restoration of an honourable peace, that 
Paredes should not retain power in Mexico. 

Befure that time there were sy ms of a revolution. 
in Mexieo, favoured, as it was understood to be, by the 
more liberal party, and especially by those who were 
opposed to foreign interference and to the monarchical 
form of government. Santa Anna was then in exile in 
Havana, having been expelled from power and banished 
from his ‘country by a revolution which occurred in 
December, 1844; bat it was known that he had still a 
considerable party in his favour in Mexico. It was 
also equally well known that no vigilance which could 
be exerted by our squadron would, in all probability, 
have prevented him from effecting a landing somewhere 
on the extensive gulf coast of Mexico, if he desired to 
return to his country. He had openly professed an en- 
tire change of policy; had expressed his regret that he 
had subverted the federal constitution of 1824, and 
avowed that he was now in favour of its restoration. 
He had publicly declared his hostility, in the strongest 
terms, to the establishment of a monarchy, and to Ku- 
ropean interference in theaffuirs of his country. Inform- 
ation to this effect had been received, from sources be- 
lieved to be reliable, at the date of the recognition of the 
existence of the war by Congress, and was aflerwards 
fully confirmed by the receipt of the despatch of our 
consul in the city of Mexico, with the accompanying 
documents, which are herewith transmitted. Besides, 
it was reasonable to suppose that he must sce the ruin- 
ous consequences to Mexico of a war with the United 
States, and that it would be to his interest to favour 

ace. 

It was under these circumstances and upon these con- 
siderations that it was deemed cxpedient not to obstruct 
his return to Mexico, should he attempt to do so.. Our 
object was the restoration of peace ; and with that view, 
no reason was perceived why we should take part with 
Paredes, and aid him, by means of our blockade, in pre- 
venting the return of his rival to Mexico. On the con. 
trary, it was believed that the intestine divisions which 
ordinary sagacity could not but anticipate as the fruit of 
Santa Anna’s return to Mexico, and his contest with 
Paredes, might strongly tend to produce a disposition 
with both parties to restore and preserve peace with the 
United States. Paredes was a soldier by profession, and 
a monarchist in principle. He had but recently before 
been successful in a military revolution, by which he 
had obtained power. He was the sworn enemy of the 
United States, with which he had involved his country 
in the existing war. Santa Anna lad been expelled froin 
power by the army, was known to be in open hostility to 


Paredes, and publicly pledged against foreign interven- 


tion and the restoration of monarchy in Mexico. In 
view of these facts and circumstances it was, thit, when 
orders were issued to the commander of our naval forces 
in the Gulf, on the fifteenth day of May last, only two 
days after the existence of the war had been recognized 
by Congress, to place the coasts of Mexico under block- 
aie, he was directed not to obstruct the passage of Santa 
Anna to Mexico, should he attempt to return. 

A revolution took place in Mexico in the early part 
of August following, by which the power of Paredes 
was overthrown, and he has since been banished from 
the country, and is now in exile. Shortly afterwards, 
Santa Anna returned. It remains to be seen whether 
his return may not yet prove to be favourable to a 
pacific adjustment of the existing difficulties, it being 
manifestly his interest not to persevere in the prosecu- 
tion of a war commenced by Paredes, to accomplish a 
purpose so absurd as the reconquest of Texas to the 
Sabine. Had Paredes remained in power, it is morally 
certain that any pacific adjustment would have been 
hopeless. 

Upon. the commencement of hostilities by Mexico 
against the United States, the indignant spirit of tlie 
nation was.at once aroused. Congress promptly re- 
sponded to the expectations of the country, and, by the 
act of the thirteenth of May last, recognized the fact 
that war existed, by the act of Mexico, between the 
United States and that republic, and granted the means 
necessary fur its vigorous prosecution. Being involved in 
a war thus commenced by Mexico, and for the justice of 
which on our part we may confidently appeal to the whole 
world, [ resolved to prosecute it with the utmost vigour. 
Accordingly, the ports in Mexico on the Gulf and on the 
Pacific have been placed under blockade, and her terri- 
tory invaded at several important points. ‘The reports 
from the Departments of War and the Navy will inform 
you mure in detail of the measures adopted in the emer- 
gency in which our country was placed, and of the 
gratifying results which have been accomplished. 

The various columns of the army have performed 
their duty under great disadvantages, with the most dis- 
tinguished skill and courage. ‘Ihe victories of Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and of Monterey won 


against greatly superior numbers, and against most de-- 


cided advantages in other respects on the part of the 
enemy, were brilliant in their execution, and entitle our 
brave officers and soldiers to the grateful thanks of their 
country. The nation deplores the loss of the brave offi- 
cers and men who have gallantly fallen while vindica- 
ting and defending their country’s rights and honour. 

It ie a subject of pride and satisfaction that our volun- 
teer citizen-soldiers, who so promptly responded to their 
country’s call, with an experience of the discipline of a 
camp of only a few weeks, have borne their part in the 
hard fought battle of Monterey, with a constancy and 
courage equal to that of veteran troops, and worthy of the 
highest admiration. The privations of long marches 
through the enemy’s country, and through a wilderness, 
have been borne without a murmur. By rapid move- 
ments the province of New Mexico, with Santa Fe, its 
capital, has been captured without bloodshed. The navy 
has co-operated with the army, and rendered important 
services: if not so brilliant, it is because the enemy had 
no force to meet them on their own element, and be- 
cause of the defences which nature has interposed in 
the difficulties of the navigation on the Mexican coast. 
Our squadron in the Pacifie, with the co-operation of a 
gallant officer of the army, and a small torce hastily 
collected in that distant country, have acquired bloodless 
possession of the Californias, and the American flag has 
been raised at every important point in that province. 

1 congratulate you on the success which has thus at- 
tended our military and naval operations. In less than 
seven months ufter Mexico commenced hostilities, at a 
time selected by herself, we have taken possession of 
many of her principal ports, driven buck and pursued 
her invading army, and acquired military possession of 
the Mexican provinces of New Mexico, New Leon, 
Coahuila, ‘Tamaulipas, and the Californias, a territory 
larger in extent than that embraced in the original thir- 
teen States of the Union, inhabited by a considerable 
population, and much of it more than a thousand miles 
from the point at which we had to collect our forces and 
commence our movements. By the blockade, the im- 
port and export trade of the enemy has been cut off. 

Well may the American people be proud of the ener- 


‘gy and gallantry of our regular and volunteer officers 


and soldiers. ‘The events of these few months afford a 
gratifying proof that our country can, under any emer- 
gency, confidently rely for the maintenance of her hon- 
our, and the defence of her rights, on an effective force, 
ready at all times voluntarily to relinquish the comforts 
of home for the perils and privations of the camp. And 
though such a force may be for the time expensive, it 
is in the end economical, as the ability to command it 
removes the necessity of employing a large standing 
army in time of peace, and proves that our people love 
their institutions, and are ever ready to defend and pro- 
tect thein, 

Whilst the war was in course of vigorous and success- 
ful prosecution, being still anxious to arrest its evils, and 
considering that, after the brilliant victories of our arms 
on the eighth and ninth of May last, the national honour 
could not be compromitted by it, another overture was 
made to Mexico, by my direction, on the twenty-seventh 
of July last, to terminate hostilities by a peace just and 
honourable to both countries. On the thirty-first of Au- 
gust following, the Mexican government declined to uc- 
cept this friendly overture, but referred it to the decision 
of a Mexican Congress, to be assembled in the carly part 
of the present month. I communicate to you, herewith, 
a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State proposing to 
reopen negotiations, of the answer of the Mexican go- 
ce gga and of the reply thereto of the Secretary of 

tute. 

The war wi!] continue to be prosecuted with vigour, 
as the best means of securing peace. It is hoped that 
the decision of the Mexican Congress, to which our last 
overture has been referred, may result in a speedy and 
honourable peace. With our experience, however, of 
the unreasonable course of the Mexican authorities, it is 
the part of wisdom not to relax in the energy of our 
military operations until the result is made known. In 
this view, it is deemed important to hold military pos- 
session of all the provinces which have been taken, until 
a definitive treaty of peace shall have been concluded and 
ratified by the two countries. . | 

The war has not been waged with a view to conques 
but having been commenced by Mexico, it has been car- 
ried into the enemy’s country, and will be vigorously 
prosecuted there, with a view to obtain an honourable 
peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity for the ex- 
penses of the war, as well as to our much injured citi- 
zens, who hold large pecuniary demands against Mex- 
ico. 

By the laws of nations a conquered territory is sub- 
ject to be governed by the conqueror during his military 

sion, and until there is either a treaty of peace, 
or he shall voluntarily withdraw from it. The old civil 
government being necessarily superseded, it is the right 
and duty of the conqueror to secure his conquest, and to 
provide fur the maintenance of civil order and the rights. 
of the inhabitants. This right has been exercised, and 
this duty performed, by our military and naval com- 
manders, by the establishment of temporary govern- 
ments in some of the conquered provinces in Mexico, 
assimilating them as far as practicable to the free in- 
stitutions of our own country. In the provinces of 
New Mexico, and of the Calitornias, little if any fur- 
ther resistance is apprehended from the inhabitants to 
the temporary governments which have thus, from the 
necessity of the case, and according to the laws of war, 
been established. It may be proper to provide for the 
the security of these important conquests by making 
an adequate appropriation for the purpose of erecting 
fortifications and defraying the expenses necessarily in- 
cident to the maintenance of our possession and author- 
ity over them. 

Near the close of your last session, for reasons com- 
municated to Congress, I deemed it important, as a meas- 
ure for securing a speedy peace with Mexico, that a 


su:n of money should be appropriated and placed ie! 
the power of the Execative, similar to that which had 
been made upon two former oceasions, daring the ad- 
ministration of President Jefferson. 
On the twenty-sixth of February, 1803, an appropria- 
tion of two millions of dollars was made, and placed at 
the disposal of the President, Its object is well known. 
It was ut that time in contemplation to acquire Loui- 
siana from France, and it was intended to be applied as 
a partof the consideration which might be paid for that 
territory. On the thirteenth of February, 1806, the 
sume sum was in like manner appropriated, with a 
view to the purchase of the Floridas ,from Spain. 
Thése appropriations were made to facilitate negotia- 
tions, aud as a means to enable the President to accom-| 
plish the important object in view. Though it did not 
become necessary for the President to use these appro-| 
priations, yet a state of things might have arisen in 
which it would have been highly important for him to 
do so, and the wisdum of making them cannot be doubt- 
ed. It is believed that the measure recommended at 
your last session met with the approbation of decided 
majorities in both houses of Congress. Indeed, in dif- 
ferent forms, a bill making<an appropriation of two mil- 
lions of dollars passed each house, and it is much to be 
regretted that it did not become a law. The reasons} 
which induced me to recommend the measure at that 
tine still exist; and I again submit the subject to your 
consideration, and suggest the importagce of early action 
upon it. Should the appropriation be made, and be not 
needed, it will remain in the treasury: should it be 
deemed proper to apply it in whole or in part, it will be 
accounted for as other public-expenditures., 
Immediately after Congress had recognized the ex- 
istence of the war with Mexico, my attention was direc- 


- 


ted to the danger that privateers might be fitted out in 
ithe ports of Cuba and Porto Rico to prey upon the com- 
‘merce of the United States ; and I invited the special at- 
tontion of the Spanish government to the fourteenth ar- 
ticle of our treaty with that power of the twentieth of 
October, 1795, under which the citizens and subjects of 
either nation who shall take commissions or letters of 
marque to act as privateers against the other “shall be. 
punished as pirates.” 

It affords me pleasure to inform you that I have re- 
ceived assurances from the Spanish government that this 


| 


part. Orders for this purpose were immediately trans- 
initted from that government to the authorities of Cuba 


venting any attempts to fit out privateers in those is- 
lands-ugainst the United States. From the good faith 
of Spain I am fully satisfied that this treaty will be exe- 
cuted in its spirit as well as its letter; whilst the United 
States will, on their part, faithfully perform all the obli- 
gations which it imposes on them. 

Information has been recently received at the De- 
partment of State that the Mexican government has sent 
to Havana blank commissions to privateers, and blank 
certificates of naturalization, signed by General Salas, 
the present head of the Mexican government. 
also, reason tov apprehend that similar documents have 
been transmitted to other parts of the world. Copies 
of these papers, in translation, are herewith transmitted. 

As the preliminaries required by the practice of civil- 
ized nations for commissioning privateers and regulating 
their conduct appear not to have been observed, and as 
these commissions are in blank, to be filled up with the 
names of citizens and subjects of all nations who may 
be willing to purchase them, the whole proceeding can 
jonly be construed as &n invitation to all the freebooters 
upon earth, who are willing to pay for the privilege, to 
cruise aguinst American commerce. It will be for our 
courts of justice to decide whether, under such circum. 
stances, these Mexican letters of marque and reprisal 
shall protect those who accept them, and commit robber- 
ies upon the high seas under their authority, trom the 
pains and penalties of piracy. 3 

If the certificates of naturalization thus granted be in- 
tended by Mexicu to shield Spanish subjects from the 
guilt and punishment of pirates, under our treaty with 
Spain, they will certainly prove unavailing. Such a 
subterfuge would be but a weak device to defeat the pro- 
visions of a solemn treaty. 

I recommend that Congress should immediately pro. 
vide by law for the trial and punishment as pirates of 
Spanish subjects, who, escaping the vigilance of their 
government, shall be found guilty of privateering 
against the United States. I do nut apprehend serious 
danger from these privateers. Our Navy will be con- 
stantly on the alert to protect our commerce. Besides, in 
case prizes should be made of American vessels, the 
utmost vigilance will be exerted by our blockading 
squadron to prevent the captors from taking them into 
Mexican ports, and it is not apprehended that any na- 
tion will vivlate its neutrality by suffering such prizes 
to be condemned and sold within its jurisdiction. 

I recommend that Congress should immediately pro- 
vide by law for granting letters of marque and reprisal 
against vessels under the Mexican flag. It is true that 


upon the high seas ; and it is therefore not probable that 
many American privateers would be fitted out, in case 
a law should pass authorizing this mode of warfare. It 
is, notwithstanding, certain that such privateers may 
render good service to the commercial interests of the 
country, by recapturing our merchant ships, should any 
be taken by armed vessels under the Mexican flag, as 
well as by capturing these vessels themselves. - Every 
means within our powcr should be rendered available} 
for the protection of our commerce. : 

‘The annua! report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
will exhibit a detailed statement of the condition of the 
finances. ‘The imports for the fiscal year ending on the 
thirtieth of June last were of the value of one hundred 
and twenty-one million six hundred and ninety-one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven dollars;. of 
which the amount exported was eleven million three 
bundred and forty-six thousand six hundred and twenty- 
three dollars; leaving the amount retained in the coun. 
try for domestic consumption one hundred and ten mil- 
lion three hundred and forty-five thousand one hundred} 
and seventy-four dollars. ‘The value of the exports for 
the same period was one hundred and thirteen million 
four hundred and eighty-eight thousand five hundred and 
sixteen dollars; of which one hundred and two million 
one hundred and forty-one thousand eight hundred and 


and eleven million three hundred and forty-six thousand 
six hundred and twenty-three dollars of foreign articles. 

The receipts into the treasury for the same year were 
twenty-nine million four hundred and ninety-nine thou- 
sand two hundred and forty-seven dollars and six cents: 
of which there was derived from customs twenty six 
anillion seven hundred and twelve thousand six hundred 
and sixty-seven dollars and eighty-seven cents, from 
sales of public lands two million six hundred and nine- 
ty-four thousand four hundred and fifty-two dollars and 
forty-eight cents, and from incidental and miscellaneous 
sources ninety-two thousand one hundred and twenty. 
six dollars and seventy-one cents. ‘The expenditures for 
the same period were twenty-eight million thirty-one 
thousand one hundred and fourteen dollars and twenty 
cents, and the balance in the treasury on the first day o:! 
July last was nine million one hundred and twenty-six 
thousand four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and eight 
cents. 

The amount of the public debt, including treasury 
notes, on the first of the present month was twenty-four 
million two hundred and fifty-six thousand four hundred 
and ninety-four dollars and sixty cents; of which the 
sum of seventeen million seven hundred and eighty- 
pelgmt thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine dollars 
and sixty-two cents was outstanding on the fourth of 
March, 1845, leaving the amount incurred since that 
time six million four hundred and sixty-seven thousand 
six hundred and ninety-four dollars and ninety-eight 
cents. 

In order to prosecute the war with Mexico with vi-. 
gour and energy, as the best means of bringing it to a 
speedy and honourable termination, a further loan will 
be necessary, to meet the expenditures for the present 
and the next fiscal years. If the war should be conti- 
nued until the thirtieth of June, 1848—being the end of 
the next fiscal year—it is estimated that an additional 
loan of twenty-three million of dollars will be required. 
This estimate is made upon the assumption that it will 
be necessary to retain constantly in the treasury four 
millions of dollars, to guard against contingencies. If 
such surplus were not required to be retained, then a 
loan of nineteen millions of dollars would be sufficient. 
If, however, Congress should, at the present session, im- 
pose a revenue duty on the principal articles now em- 
braced in the free list, it is estimated that an additional 
annual revenue of about two millions and. a half, 
amounting, it is estimated, on the thirtieth of June, 
1848, to four millions of dollars, would be derived from 
that source ; and the loan required would be reduced by 
that amount. It is estimated, also, that should Con- 
gress graduate and reduce the price of such of the pub- 
lic lands as have been long in the market, the additional 
revenue derived from that source would be annually, for 
several years to come, between half a million and a mil. 
lion of dollars; and the loan required may be reduced 
by that amount also. Should these measures be adopt- 
ed, the loan required would not probably exceed eigh- 
teen or nineteen millions of dollars—leaving in the trea- 
sury a constant surplus of four millions of dollars. The 
loan proposed, it is estimated, will be sufficient to cover 
the necessary expenditures, both for the war and for all 
other purposes, up to the thirtieth of June, 1848; and 
an amount of this loan, not exceeding one-half, may be 
required during the present fiscal year, and the greater 
part of the remainder during the first half of the fiscal 
year succeeding. 

In order that timely notice may be given, and proper 
measures taken to effect the loan, or such portion of it 
as may be required, it is important that the authority of 
Congress to make it be given at an early period of your 
present session. It is suggested that the loan should be 
contracted for a period of twenty years, with authority 
to purchase the stock and pay it off, at an earlier period, at 
its market value, out of any surplus which may at any 
time be in the treasury applicable to that purpose. ‘ After 
the establishment of peace with Mexico, it is supposed 
that a considerable surplus will exist, and that the debt 
may be extinguished in a much shorter period than that 
for which it may be contracted. The period of twenty 
years, as that for which the proposed loan may be con. 
tracted, in preference to a shorter period, is suggested, 
because all experience, both at home and abroad, has 
shown that loans are effected upon much better terms 
upon long time, than when they are reimbursable at 
short dates. ; 

Necesvary as this measure is to sustain the honour: 


article of the treaty shall be faithfully observed on its) 


and Porto Rico to exert their utmost vigilance in ried 


there are but few, ifany, commercial vessels of Mexico} 


ninety-three dollars consisted of domestic productions, | 


war, it is not doubted but that Congress will promptly 
‘authorize it. 


There is,| . 


_exceeded nine millions of dollars, notwithstandin 


BAN. 


The balance in the t on the first of July last 
coa- 

siderable expenditures had been made for the war Sebtiie 
the months of May and June eding. But for the 

war, the whole public debt and would have been, 
extinguished within a short period; and it was part of 

my settled policy to do so, and thus relieve the people 
from its burden, and place the government in a position 

which would enable it to reduce the public expenditures 
to that economical standard which is most consistent| 
with the general welfare, and the pure and wholesome, 
progress of our institutions. 

Among our just causes of complaint against Mexico, 
arising out of her refusal to treat for peace, as well be- 
fore as since the war so unjustly commenced on her 
part, are the extraordinary expenditures in which we 
have been involved. Justice to our own people will 
make it proper that Mexico should be held responsible 
for these expenditures. 

Economy in the public expenditures is at all times a 
high duty which all public functionaries of the govern- 
ment owe to the people. ‘This duty becoines the more 
imperative in a period of war, when large and extra- 
ordinary expenditures become unavoidable. During 
the existence of thé war with Mexico all our resources: 
should be husbanded, and no appropriations made ex- 
cept such as ure absolutely necessary for its vigorous 
prosecution and the due administration of the govern- 
ment. Objects of appropriation, which in peace may 
be deemed useful or proper, but which are not indispen- 
sable for the public service, may, when the country is 
engaged ina fureign war, be well postponed to a future 
period. By the observance of this policy at your pres- 
ent session, large amounts may be saved to the treas- 
ury, and be applied to ubjccts of pressing and urgent ne- 
cessity, and thus the creation of a corresponding amount} 
of public debt may be avoided. 

It is not meant to recommend that the ordinary and 
necessary appropriations for the support of government 
should be withheld, but it is well known that at every 
scssion of Congress appropriations are proposed for nu- 
merous objects which may or may not be made, without 
materially affecting the public interests; and these it is 
recommended should not be granted. 

The act passed at your last session “ reducing the du- 
ties on imports” not having gone into operation until 
the first of the present month, there has not been time 
for its practical effect upon the revenue, and the busi- 
ness of the country to be developed. It is not doubted, 
however, that the just policy which it adopts will add 
largely to our foreign trade, and promote the general 
prosperity. Although it cannot be certainly foreseen 
what amount of revenue it will yield, it is estimated that 
it will exceed that produced by the act of 1842, which it 
superseded. ‘I'he leading principles established by it 
are, to levy the taxes with a view to raise revenue, and 
to impose them upon articles imported acco: ding to their 
actual value. | 

‘The act of 1842, by the excessive rates of duty which 
it imposed on many articles, either totally excluded them 
from importation, or greatly reduced the amount impor- 
ted, and thus diminished instead of producing revenue. 
By it the taxes were imposed not for the legitimate pur- 
pose of raising revenue, but to afford advantages to fa. 
vourcd classes, at the expense of a large majority of 
their fellow-citizens. ‘Those employed in agriculture, 
mechanical pursuits, commerce, and navigation, were 
compclled to contribute from their substance to swell 
the profits and overgrown wealth of the comparatively 
few who had invested their capital in manufactures. 
‘T'he taxes were not levied in proportion to the value of 
the articles upon which they were imposed; but widely 
departing from this just rule, the lighter taxes were, in 
many cases, levied upon articles of luxury and high 
price, and the heavier taxes on those of necessity and 
low price, consumed by the great mass of the people. It 
was a system, the inevitable effect of which was to re- 
lieve favoured classes and the wealthy few from contri. 
buting their just proportion for the support of govern 
~ment, and to lay the burden on the labour of the many, 

engaged in other pursuits than manufactures, 

A system so unequal and unjust has been superseded 
by the existing law, which imposes duties not for the 
benefit or injury of classes or pursuits, but distributes, 
and, as far as practicable, equalizes the public burdens 
among all classes and occupations. ‘The favoured classes, | 
‘who, under the unequal and unjust system which has 
been repealed, have heretofore realized large profits, and 
many of them amassed large fortunes, at the expense of 
the many who have been made tributary to them, will 
have no reason to complain if they shall be required to 
bear their just proportion of the taxes necessary for the 
support of government. So far from it, it will be per. 
ceived, by an examination of the existing law, that dis- 
Criminations in the rates of duty imposed, within the 
revenue principle, have been retained in their favour. 
The incidental aid against foreign competition which 
they still enjoy gives them an advantage which no other 
pursuits possess; but of this none others will complain, 
because the duties levied are aes for revenue. 
These revenue duties, including freights and charges, 
which the importer must pay before he can come in 
competition with the home manufacturer in our mar- 
kets, urnount,‘on nearly all our leading branches of man 
ufacture, to more than one-third of the value of the im- 
a article, and in some cases to almost one-half its 
value. 

With such advantages, it is not doubted that our 
domestic manufacturers will continue to prosper, realiz- 


ing in well cunducted establishments even greater pro | 


fits than can be derived from any other regular business. 
Indeed, so far from requiring the protection of even inci- 
dental revenue duties, our manufacturers in several lead- 
ing branches are extending their business, giving evi- 
dence of great ingenuity and skill, and of their ability to 
compcte, with increased prospect of success, for the 
open market of the world. Domestic manufactures, to 
the value of several millions of dollars, which cannot 
find a market at home, are annually exported to foreign 
countries. With such rates of duty as those established 
by the existing law, the system will probably be perma- 
nent; and capitalists, who have made or shall hereafter 
make, their investments in manufactures, will know 
upon what torely. The country will be satisfied with 
these rates, because the advantages which the manufac. 
turers still enjoy result necessarily from the collection) 
of revenue for the support of government. High pro- 
tective duties, from their unjust operation upon the 
masses of the people, cannot fail to give rise to exten- 
sive disssatisfaction and complaint, and to constant 
efforts to change or repeal them, rendering all invest- 
ments in manufactures uncertain and _ precarious. 
Lower and more permanent rates of duty, at the same 
time that they will yicld to the manufacturer fair and 
reinunerating profits, will secure him against the danger 
of frequent changes in the system, which cannot fail-to 
ruinously affect his interests. 

Sinultaneously with the relaxation of the restrictive 
policy by the United States, Great Britain, from whose 
example we derived the system, has relaxed hers. She 
has modified her corn laws, and reduced many other du- 
lies to moderate revenne rates. After ages of experi- 
ence, the statesmen of that country have been constrain- 
ed by a stern necessity, and by a public opinion having 
its deep foundation in the sufferings and wants of im- 
poverished millions, to abandun a system the effect of 
which was to build up immense fortunes in the hands 
of the few, and to reduce the labouring millions to pau- 
perism and misery. Nearly in the same ratio that la- 
bour was depressed, capital was increased and concen. 
trated by the British protective policy. 

The evils of the system in Great Britain were at 
length rendered intolerable, and it has been abandoned, 
but not without a severe struggle on the part of the pro- 
tected and favoured classes to retain the unjust advan- 
tages which they have so long enjoyed. It was to be 
expected that a similar struggle would be made by the 
same classes in the United States, whenever an attempt 
was made to modify or abolish the same unjust system 
here. ‘The protective policy had been in operation in 
the United States for a much shorter period, and its per- 
nicious effects were not, therefore, so clearly perceived! 
and felt. Enough, however, was known of these effects 
to induce its repeal. : 

It would be strange if, in the face of the example of 
Great Britain, our principal foreign customer, and of the 
evils of a system rendered manifest in that country by 
long and paintul experience, and in the face of the im- 
mense advantages which, under a more liberal commer-} 
cial policy, we are already deriving, and must continue! 
to derive, by supplying her starving population with 
food, the. United States should restore a policy which] 
she has been compelled to abandon, and thus diminish] 
her ability to purchase from us the food and other arti- 
= which she so much needs, and we so much desire to 
sell. 


mense surplus, supply not only the home demand, but 
the deficiencies of food required by the whole world. 

That the reduced production of some of the ehief ar- 
ticles of food in Great Britain, and other parts of Europe, 
may have contributed to increase the demand for our 
breadstuffs and provisions, ig not doubted; but that the 
great and efficient cause of this ipcreased demand, and 
of increased prices, consists in the removal of artificial 
restrictions heretofure imposed, is deemed to be equally 
certain. That our exports of food, already increased and 
increasing beyoud former example, under the more libe- 
ral policy which has been adopted, will be still vastly 
enlarged, unless they be checked or prevented by a resto- 
ration of the protective policy, cannot be duubted, That 
our commercial and navigating interests will be en- 
larged in a corresponding ratio with the increase of our 
trade, is equally certain; while our manufacturing in- 
teresis will still be the favoured interests of the country, 
and reccive. the incidental protection afforded them by 
revenue duties; and more than this they cannot justly 
demand. 

In my annual message of December last, a tariff of 
revenue duties based upon the principles of the existing 
law was recommended; and I have seen no reasons to 
change the opinions then expressed. In view of the’ 
probable beneficial effects of that law, I recommend that! 
the policy established by-it be maintained. It has but’ 
just commenced to vperate; and to abandon or modify it 
without giving ita fair trial, would be inexpedient and 
unwise. Should defects in any of its details be ascer- 
tained by actual experience to exist, these may be here 
after corrected; but until such defects shall become 
manifest, the act should be fairly tested. 

It is submitted to your consideration whether it may 
not be proper, as a war measure, to impose revenue du- 
ties on some of the articles now embraced in the free| 
list. Should it be deemed proper to impose such duties, 
with a view to raise revenue to meet the expenses of the, 
war with Mexico, or to avoid to that extent the creation 
of a public debt, they may be repealed when the emer-; 


constitute no part ef the permanent policy of the country. 

‘The act of the sixth of August last, “to provide for 
the better organization of the treasury, and for the col. 
lection, safekeeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue,” has been carried into execution as 
rapidly as the delay necessarily arising out of the, ap- 
pointment of new officers, taking and approving their 
bonds, and preparing and securing proper places tor the 
safekeeping of the public money, would permit, It is 
not proposed to depart in any respect from the _princi- 
ples or policy on which this great measure is founded. 
‘There are, however, defects in the details of the measure, 
developed by its practical operation, which are fully set 
forth in the report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, to 
which the attention of Congress is invited. ‘These 
defects would impair to some extent the successful 
operation of the law at all times, but are especially em- 
barrassing when the country is engaged in a war, when 
the expenditures are greatly increased, when loans are 
to be effected, and the disbursements are to be made at 
points many hundred miles distant, in some cases, from 
any depository, and a large portion of them in a foreign 
country. ‘The modifications sugg¢ggted in the report of 
the Sccretary of the ‘T'reasury are recommended to your 
favourable consideration. 

In connexion with this subject, I invite your atten- 
tion to the importance of establishing a branch of the 
mint of the United States at New York. Two-thirds of 
the revenue derived from customs being collected at that 
point, the demand for specie to pay the duties will be 
large; and a branch mint, where foreign coin and bul- 
lion could be immediately converted into American 


gency which gave rise to them shull cease to exist, and- 


coin, would greatly facilitate the transaction of the public 

business, enlarge the circulation of gold and silver, and be 

at the same time, a safe depository of the public money. 
‘The importance of graduating and reducing the price 


market, at the minimum rate authorized by existing 
laws, and remain unsold, induces me again to recom- 
mend the subject to your favourable consideration. 
Many millions of acres of these lands have been offered 
in the market for more than thirty years, and larger 
quantities fur more than ten or twenty years; and be. 
ing of an inferior quality, they must remain unsaleable 
for an indefinite period, unless the piice at which they 
may be purchased shall be reduced. ‘To place a price 
upon them above their real value is not only to prevent 
their sale, and thereby deprive the Treasury of any in- 
come from that source, but is unjust to the States in 
which they lie, because it retards their growth and in- 
crease of population, and because they have no power 
to levy a tax upon them as upon other lands within their 
limits, held by other proprietors than the United States, 
for the support of their local governments. 

The beneficial effects of the graduation principle have 
been realized by some of the States owning the lands 
within their limits, in which it has been adopted. They 
have been demonstrated also by the United States acting 
as the trustee of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians in the| 
sale of their lands lying within the States of Mississippi 
and Alabama. ‘The Chickasaw lands, which would not 
command in the market the minimum price established 
by the laws of the United States tor the sale of thir 
lands, were, in pursuance of the treaty of 1834 with that 
tribe, subsequently offered for sale at graduated and re- 
duced rates for limited periods. The result was, that 
large quantities of these lands were purchased, which 
would otherwise have remained unsold. The lands were 
disposed of at their real value, and many persons of 
limited means were enabled to purchase small tracts, 
upon which they have settled with their families. That 
similiar results would be produced by the adoption of the 
graduation policy by the United States, in all the States 
in which they are the owners of large bodies of lands 
which have been long in the market, cannot be doubted. 
It cannot be a sound policy to withhold large quantities 
of the public lands from the use and occupation of our 
citizens, by fixing upon them prices which experience 
has shown they will not command. On the contrary, it 
is a wise’ policy to afford facilities to our citizens to be- 
come the owners, at low and moderate rates, of freeholds 
of their own, instead of being the tenants and dependents 
of others. If it be apprehended that these lands, if re. 
duced in price, would be secured in large quantities by 
speculators or capitalists, the sales may be restricted, in 
limited quantities, to actual setilers or persons purchas- 
ing for purposes of cultivation. 

In my last annual message I submitted for the con- 
sideration of Congress the present system of managing 
the mineral lands of the United States, and recom- 
mended that they should be brought into market 
and sold upon such terms and under such restrictions 
as Congress might prescribe. By the act of the eleventh 
of July last, “ the reserved lead mines and contiguous 
lands in the States of Illinois and Arkansas, and ‘I'er- 
ritories of Wisconsin and Iowa,” were authorized to’ 
be sold. The act is confined in its operation, to * lead 
mines and contiguous lands.” 

A large portion of the public lands containing cop. 
per and other ores is represented to be very valuable, 
and I recommend that provision be made authorizing 
the sale of these lands upon such terms and conditions 
as their supposed value may, in the judgment of Con- 
gress, be deemed advisable, having due regard to the 
interests of such of our citizens as may be located upon 
them. 

It will be important, during your present session, to 
establish a territorial government and to extend the 
jurisdiction and laws of the United States over the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon. Our laws regulating trade and in- 
tercourse with the Indian tribes east of the Rocky 
Mountains should be extended to the Pacific Ocean; 
and for the purpose of executing them and preserving 
friendly relations with the Indian tribes within our 
limits, an additional number of Indian agencies will be 
required, and should be authorized by law. ‘The estab- 
lishment of custom-houses, and of post-offices and post- 

roads, and provision for the transportation of the mail 
on such routes as the public convenience will suggest, 
require legislative authority. It will be proper, also, 
to establish a surveyor general’s office in that Ter- 
ritory, and to make the necessary provision for 
surveying the public lands, and bringing them into 
market. As our citizens who now reside in that dis- 
tant region have been subjected to many hardships, pri- 
vations, and sacrifices in their emigration, and by their 
improvements have enhanced the value of the public 
lands in the neighbourhood of their settlements, it is re- 


of such of the public lands as have been long offered in| 


commended that liberal grants be made tothem of such 
portions of these lands as they may occupy, and that 
similar grants or rights of pre-emption be made to all 
who may emigrate thither within a limited period, to’ 
be prescribed by law. 

The report of the Secretary of War,contains detailed 
information relative to the scveral branches of the pub- 
lic service connected with that department. The ope- 


By the simultaneous abandonment of the protective 


rations of the army have been of a satisfactory and 


policy by Great Britain and the United States, new and 
important markets have already been opened for our 
agricultural and other products; commerce and naviga-. 
tion have received a new impulse; labour and trade 
have been released from the artificial trammels which 
have so long fettered them; and toa great extent reci- 
procity, in the exchange of commodities, has been intro- 
duced at the sane time by both countries, and greatly 
for the benefit of both. Great Britain has been forced, 
by the pressure of circumstances at home, to abandon a 
policy which has been upheld for ages, and to open her 
markets for our immense surplus of breadstuffs; and it 
is confidently believed that other powers of Europe will 
ultimately see the wisdom, if they be not compelled by 
the pauperism and sufferings of their crowded popula- 
tion, to pursue a similar policy. 

Our farmers are more deeply interested in maintain- 
ing the just and liberal policy of the existing law than 
any other class of our citizens. They constitute a large 
majority of our population; and it is well known that 
when they prosper, all other pursuits prosper also. 
‘They have heretofore not only received none of the 
bounties or favours of government, but by the unequal 
operations of the protective policy, have been made, by 
the burdens of taxation which it imposed, to contribute] 
to the bounties which have enriched others. 

_When a foreign as well as a home market is opened| 
to thein, they must receive, as they are now receiving, 
increased prices for their products. They will find a 
readier sale, and at better prices for their wheat, flour, 
rice, Indian corn, beef, pork, butter, cheese, and other 
articles which they produce. The home-market alone 
is inadequate to enable them to dispose of the immense| 
surplus of food and other articles which they are capa 
ble of producing, even at the most reduced prices, for 


jand the interests of the country, engaged in a foreign 


highly gratifying character. 

1 recommend to your early and favourable considera-| 
tion the measures proposed by the Secretary of War for, 
speedily filling up the rank and file of the regular ariny, 
for its greater efficiency in the field, and for raising an. 
additional force to serve during the war with Mexico. 

Embarrassment is likely to arise for want of legal 
provision authorizing compensation to be made to tlie, 
agents employed in the several States and Territories, 
to pay the revolutionary and other pensioners the: 
amounts allowed them by law. Your attention is in- 
vited to the recommendations of the Secretary of War 
on this subject. The agents incur heavy responsibili- 
ties and perform important duties, and no reason exists 
why they should not be placed on the same footing, as 
to compensation, with otler disbursing officers. 

Our relations with the various Indian tribes continue 
to be of a pacific character. ‘The unhappy dissensions, 
which have existed among the Cherokees for many 
years past have been healed. Since my last annual 
message important treaties have been negotiated with 
some of the tribes, by which the Indian title to large 
tracts of valuable land, within the limits of the States 
and Territories, has been extinguished, and arrange. 
ments made for removing them to the country west of 
the Mississippi. Between three and four thousand, 
of different tribes, have been removed to the country 
provided for them by treaty stipulations, and arrange- 
ments have been made for others to follow. ; 

In our intercourse with the several tribes particular 
attention has been given to the important subject of 
education. The number of schools established among 
them has been increased, and additional means pro. 
vided, not only for teaching them the rudiments of 
education, but for instructing them in agriculture and 
the mechanic arts. 


the manifest reason that they cannot be consumed in 
the country. The United States can, from their im. 


I refer you to the report of the Secretary of the Navy 


_—~- 


for a satisfactory view of the operations of the depart. 
meut under bis charge during the past year. It is 
gratifying to perceive, that while the war with Mexico 
has rendered it necessary to employ an unusual number 
of our armed Vessels on her coasts, the protection due 
to our commerce in other quarters of the world has 
not proved insufficient. No means will be spared to 
give efficiency to the naval service in the prosecution 
of the war; and I ain happy to know that the officers 
and men anxiously desire tu devote themselves to the 
service of their country in any enterprise, however 
dificult of execution. 

I recommend to your favourable consideration the 
proposition to add to cach of our foreign squadrons an 
eflicient sea steamer, and, as especially demanding at- 
tention, the establishment at Pensacola of the necessary 
means of repairing and refitting the vessels of the navy 
employed in the Gulf of Mexico. 

-There are other suggestions in the report which 
deserve, and, I doubt nut, will receive your considera. 
tion. 

The progress and condition of the mail service for 
the past year are fully presented in the report of the 
Postmaster General. ‘The revenue for the year ending 
on the thirtieth of June last amounted to three million 
four hundred and cighty-seven thousand one hundred 
and ninety-nine dollars, which is eight hundred and 
two thousand six hundred and forty-two dollars and 
forty-five cents less than that of the preceding year. 
The payments for that department during the same 
time amounted to four million eighty-four thousand two 
hundred and ninety seven dollars and twenty-two cents, 
Of this sum five hundred and ninety-seven thougand © 
and ninety-seven dollars and eighty cents have been 
drawn from the treasury. ‘The disbursements for the 
year were two hundred and thirty six thousand four 
hundred and thirty-four dollars and seventy-seven cents 
less than those of the preceding year. While the dis. 
bursements have been thus diminished, the mail facili- 
ties have been enlarged by new mail rcutes of five 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine miles; an in- 


- crease of transportation of.one million seven hundred 


and sixty-four théusand one hundred and- forty-five 
miles, and the establishment of four ran and 
cighteen new post offices. Contractors, postmasters, 
_and others, engaged in this branch of the service, have 
performed their duties with energy and faithfulness 
deserving commendation. For many interesting de- 
tails connected with the operations of this establish. 
ment, you are referred to the report of the Postmaster 
Gencral; and his suggestions for improving its re- 
venues are recommended to your favourable considera- 
tion. I repeat the opinion expressed in my last annual 
message, that the business of this department should be 
so reguluted that'the revenue derived from it should 
be made to equal the expenditures; and it is believed that 
this may be done by proper modifications of the present 
laws, as suggested in the report of the Postmaster 
General, without changing the present rates of postage. 

With full reliance upon the wisdom and patriotism 
of your deliberations, it will be my duty, as it will be 
my anxious desire, to co-operate with you in every con- 
stitutional effort to promote the welfare and maintain 
the honor of our common country. 

K, 
Wasuineton, December 8, 1846. 
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The President’s Message so 
much room that it has excluded several editori- 
al articles and valuable communications, as 
well as other matter, prepared for our paper of 
this week. 


MannatTran Hatt.—A Committee of. the 
Presbytery of New York will meet to-morrow, 
Sabbath evening, 13th inst., in Manhattan Fall, 
No. 63 [Houston street, New York, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a church in that place, to be 
known as the Manhattan Presbyterian churct.- 
The friends of the enterprise and the Christian 
public generally are invited to attend, 


A New Parrr.—We learn from the New 
Orleans Protestant that the first number of a 
new Presbyterian paper has made its appearance 
in Texas, It is entitled the Téezas Presbylerian, 
is published at Victoria, and edited by the Rev. 
A. J. McGoun. 


University.—T he commence- 
ment in this Institution took place on the 18th 
ult. ‘The exercises are spoken of as of an inte- 
resting character. The Rev. W. T. Hamil- 
ton, D. D., of Mobile, Alabama, delivered the 
annual oration before the literary socicties. The 
subject was Eloquence, which is said to have 
been eloquently and forcibly illustrated both in 
matter and style of delivery. 


American Tracr Socirry.—The Agent of 
this Society in Piitsburgh has assailed the circu- 
lar signed by Dr. McGill, a part of which we 
recently transferred to our columns, and which 
was designed to convince Presbyterians of the. 
importance of circulating the books of their own 
Board, as furnishing a more distinctive state- 
ment and proof of the doctrines of Presbyterian- 
ism, than by any possibility could be found in 
the issues of the American Tract Society. The 
Agent professes to be aggrieved by a Presby- 
terian Synod’s appeal to their own churches in 
behalf of one of their own Institutions, and 
really seems to think that Presbyterians have 
no right to prefer their own books to those 
which must in point of doctrine be diluted, if not 
in a measure neutralized, by passing under the 
review of a committee composed of New-school 
Presbyterians as well as Old, Baptists, Metho- 
dists, Congregationalists and Episcopalians. This 
i3 certainly assuming to» much, and Dr. McGill 
in his reply fully sets forth the extraordinary — 
character of the proceeding, and in his turn 
justly complains of the conduct of the Agent, 
who so times his attack as to influence the col- 
lections which were on the eve of being made 
in the Presbyterian churches. We have studi- 
ously kept silent in relation to the operations of 
the American Tract Society, although we have 
frequently observed their interference with our 
own family concerns. In many cases their 
Agents have forestalled the action of our own 
Board by preoccupying the ground with their 
own publications. That. any Presbyterians 
should be satisfied with this may perhaps be 
attributed to the influence which a diluted theo- 


| logy has in producing indifference to that which 


is more distinctive. We have, however, held. 
our peace. We have regarded the Tract Socie- 
ty as a useful institution ; we would not diminish | 
the good which it is calculated to effect, but we 
have never regarded it as the proper agent of 
furnishing , Presbyterians with the books which 
illustrate either the doctrines or order of their 
Church. Its very constitution forbids it to do 
this; and we regard it as a very ominous sign 
for Presbyterianism when any pastor or congre- 
gation in our bounds is so satisfied with its 
publications as to feel no desire to encourage 
the issues of their own Board. If instances 
like that which has occurred so offensively in 
Pittsburgh, are to be repeated, the whole matter 
must be discussed, and we shall not be back ward 
in giving our opinion. We say, with Dr.McGill, 
‘¢ let it forbear to trample our garden, and hinder 
us from rearing and conserving those higher 
principles of eternal truth, that have shed all the 
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religion. 


_of people drawn from the various Christian de- 


_ Rev. Dr. Krebs made an appropriate address. 


_ of the day. | : 


‘tor over the united congregations of St. Omar 


‘fruit, by whieh'this great Institution is 


end'eaving'the lost. Opposition to us, in our) 


present effort may achieve a temporary success; 
but it can. be only. temporary: the,same good 
setive that established the Board of Publication 
atthe first, will soon sustain it over the length 
and breadth of the Presbyterian Church.” 


More Action.—The Presbytery of Knoxville 


has taken prelimioary measures for the estab-| 


‘lishment of a Depository for the books of the 
Board of Publication. The more light, the 
greater the prosperity and stability of Presby- 


Sorrrrure Paoor.—The Cutholic Herald, by 
an array. of those scriptural passages in which 
‘the term “ world” is applied as descriptive of 
‘the ungodly, proves, as it thinks, very conclu- 
sively that the Evangelical Alliance is properly 
styled the Warld’s Convention—that is, a con- 
vention of the ungodly and wicked, who acted 
not only under the influence of the world, bu: 
by the instigations of the flesh and the devil / 
Although our Catholic contemporary has failed 
in its proof in this instance, we are disposed to 
apologize for it on the ground that it has not been 
much used to prove any thing from Scripture, 
‘and to encourage it, since it has made such an 
‘unusual and extraordinary effort, to try again. 
The attempt would be interesting in relation to 
the principal dogmas of the Church of which it 
is part and parcel. 


— 


Revivat.—We notice with pleasure the evi- 
dences of a revival of religion in the Church of 
Shelby ville, Kentucky. Why should the Church 
languish, while God is the hearer of prayer and 
giveth his Holy Spirit to them who ask him? 


Switzertanp.—The late revolution in Ge- 
meva awakened some painful apprehensions in 
our mind, but our want of definite knowledge of 
the complexion of political parties ia that coun- 
try, kept us in incertitude as to the religious 
bearing of the outbreak, A correspondent of 
the New Orleans Protestant, in a letter [rom Ge- 
neva in October last, represents the tendency of 
the revolution as unfavourable to evangelical 
He says: 

“But I pity the Evangelical Christians. There 
isa dark day dawning for them. As soon as 
the change was made, one of them was knock- 
ed down in the street. Two more passing 
peaceably along were insulted. ‘Ah! there go 
the hypocrites ; we will soon get rid of them.’ 
Others have kept their houses all day, not dar- 
ing to show their faces in the street. The good 
and wise among us are greatly troubled. [t 
was the very best men in the Republic who 
were at the head of affairs. It must pass now 
into the hands of inferior men, and what changes 
they will make none can tell. Many fear tha 
the evangelical ministers will be driven from 
their pulpits, and insulted as they were in De 
Vaud. God only knows, and to him the affair 
is committed. He reigns omnipotent and laughs' 
at the rage of men. 

«It is also feared that the Theological schoo! 
will be broken up. It will be, if the party can 
accomplish it; though, what is most singular, 
the President of the administration at this mo- 
ment is the professor of Greek in the prepara- 
tory department of the Theological school, M 
Belaut. He was not a radical, but a conserva- 
tive. If the preservation of religious liberty de- 
pended upon him it would be safe, but it is fear- 
ed that even if he remains in office, his power 
will be very small.”. 


Morratiry Ministers.— Thirty-five 
ministers of the Northern Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States, have departed this 
life during the past year. 


— 


War, war.—A considerable body of troops; 
left Philadelphia during this week for the seat 
of war in Mexico. Many of them, we observed, 
were very young men. They go into a dan- 
gerous school of morals, as well as into scenes) 
of great physical danger. How many of them 
will return unscathed, is known only to Him, 
who can see the end from the beginning. Many 
widows and orphans are yet to be made, and 
many immortal spirits hurried into an eternity 
for which they have made no preparation, be- 
fore the return of gentle peace. A sarcastic} 
writer in one of the London papers proposes 
that the starving insurrectionists of Ireland 
should be quelled by hurling at them beef and 
potatoes, and we think a much more benevolent 
war could have been waged against Mexico, 
by assailing their ignorance and superstition dy 
a well organized army of teachers armed with 
books, and especially the best of books. 


Cuance or Retation.—The Sixth Presby- 
terian Church in Cincinnati (New-school) has 
united with the Congregationalists. 


Layinc a Corner-Stone.— The corner- 
stone of the new Presbyterian church, in Asto- 
ria, New York, was laid November 30. The 
Rev. Mr. Clark, pastor elect of the church, com- 
menced the exercises by giving out a hymn 
adapted to the occasion. 


nominations of the village, united harmoniously 
in praising God for this public manifestation of 
‘his goodness. The Rev. Dr. Snodgrass, of 
New York, addressed the throne of grace, the 


A few observations from the Rev. Mr. Clark 
upon the unity, harmony, and prospects of the 
church, followed by the benediction by the Rev. 
Mr. Lindsay, closed the interesting ceremonies 


EcciestasticaL.—Rev. James M. Hall, late 
of New Albany ‘Theological Seminary, has re- 
ceived and accepted an invitation to preach to 
the united congregations of New Castle and Six 
Mile. | 

Rev. Colin McKinney, late of Natchez, Miss., 
has received and accepted an invitation to settle 
over the church of Jackson, Tennessce, of which 
the late Dr. Campbell was pastor. His post- 
office is Jackson. 

Rev. Francis Monfort was installed as pas- 


For the Presbyterian, 
THE DEATH-BED OF JOHN BRECKINRIDGE. 


Mr. Editor—The Princeton Review for 
October, which has just fallen into my hands, 
contains an article summing up the case in re- 
gard to the charge made, and then retracted by 
certain Roman Catholic journals, against the 
memory of my brother Juhn, and the charac- 
ter of my brother William, and myself—touch- 
ing the alleged death-bed conversion of John to 
Popery—aund the refusal of William and my- 
self, to allow him to see a priest, or to permit 
his remains to have Christian burial. That ar- 
ticle, for whose publication I sincerely thank 
the conductors of that Review, as it tends to in- 
crease the chances that the true history of this 
atrocious outrage may reach posterity—has 
forcibly called my atiention again to the whole 
subject: and I think it best, without further de- 
lay, to make a public explanation, which is due 
alike to the whole transaction, and to myself. 
The public is already fully aware, that the 
charges have been retracted: but they are not, 
perhaps, acquainted with the whole of the facts 
demonstrating, with inevitable certainty, that 


they who made these charges, must have known! 


they were false; nor are they acquainted with 
the whole of the circumstances, under which the 
retraction took place. Upon both of these points, 
as well as in regard to my own silence upon the 
whole subject, up tothe present moment, it seems 
to me proper to say a few words. — 

John and William Breckinridge, and myself, 
were the only surviving children of our parents 
—-the remains of a large family. In the sum- 
mer of 1841, we met at the spot, (near Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky,) where we had all been born—- 
William and myself to be with our elder bro- 
ther in his last moments, a duty which I had 

one from Baltimore, expressly to discharge. 

e died on the 4th day of August, of that year. 
In the Baltimore Literary and Religious Mag- 
azine, for October, 1841, | published an article 
of five or six pages, (pp. 475-480,) in which | 
gave a brief account of his life, labours, and 
death. A paragraph in that article (p. 478) 
states the time and the circumstances under 
which, towards the close of his last sickness, his 
will was drawn up and executed. ‘That instru- 
ment, executed on the 21st day of July, the 
fifteenth day before his death, contains the mos! 
explicit testimony of his state of mind. I quote 
the first sentences of it: ‘*In the name of God, 
Amen. I, John Breckinridge, a follower and 
a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
blessed service [ have spent a large part of my 
life, and in whose peace, [ am prepared, when 
he bids me, to lay it down; being now in a lan- 
guishing state of bodily health, but inthe full 
possession of my mental faculties, do make and 
ordain this my last will and testament, hereby 
revoking all others. My soul I freely commit 
into the hands of God, through Jesus Christ, my 
divine Saviour, rejoicing in the evidence [ have 
that he has redeemed and regenerated me, sin- 
ner as [| am, by his blood and spirit, and wait- 
ing to see his face in glory; my body, I desire 
shall be decently interred with Christian burial, 
and if I die in Kentucky, in the family burial- 
ground at Cabell’s Dale.” ‘This will was attest- 
ed by J. S. Berryman and David Castleman, 
Esq3., gentlemen of as high character as any 
that live, old and intimate friends, and the latter 
a brother-in-law of the testator ; and it was pro- 
ved by their oaths, and admitted to record, at 
the August court of the same year, in the office 
of the county court of Fayette county, Kentuc- 
ky. That John Breckinridge died in the reli- 
gion in which helived, has therefore been mat- 
ter of record, attested by oath, from a period of 
less than a month after his death, up to the pre- 
sent moment; a matter so established, that all 
“mankind were, in law, presumed to know it, as 
true and certain, and which every person might, 
in fact, know, if he so desired ; a matter to which 
public attention was called through the press, as 
above stated ; and therefure—in law and in faci 
—there is no doubt, that the Jesuits who have 
traduced his memory, did know that their state- 
ments were false when they uttered them. 

Let it be still further borne in mind, that all the 
persons who had intimate and habitual access to 
my brother during his last sickness at Cabell’s 
Dale, which was of about three months’ dura- 
tion, are still alive, except one very dear friend, 
who died about two years after he did. [lis 
widow, his children, his venerable mother, his 
brothers, his immediate friends, who daily at- 
tended him, still live. No application was made 
by his detestable slanderers, to a single one of 
these persons: not a word was ever ultered to 
those Jesuits, by a single individual of all 
those who knew, and who alone could know the 
facts of the case; and all of them know and 
declare, that the statements made and then re- 
tracted by those Jesuits are not only utterly 
false, but are shockingly the reverse of 
what they know to be true. So that, under the 
circumstances, the conclusion is irresistible, 
that these Jesuits, when they made violently 
improbable and offensive statements, with- 
out taking the least pains to ascertain from those 
who alone could know of their own knowledge 
what.was true in the premises; when these 
statements so made, were in direct and insult- 
ing contrast with the whole tenor of the life of 
John Breckinridge, and the established reputa- 
tion of his surviving brothers ; and when they 
we:e, moreover, contradicted by recorded and 
published facts, established by the oaths of hon- 
ourable men, and consummated under the most 
solemn and impressive circumstances: I repeat, 
it is not possible to suppose that the Jesuits be- 
lieved their own statements, when they made| 
them ; nor is there any thing but the mere word 
of the person who first published the vile slan- 
ders, conducing toshow that he had even thesmal- 
lest reason to believe them to be true, nay, that 
they were not fabricated by him. 


‘There were four persons at the bed-side of 
John Breckinridge when he breathed his last. | 
quote again from the article published above five 
yearsago. ‘ The night of the 3d of August was 
a scene of constant distress, restlessness, and 
suffering. ‘The next morning he seemed con- 
vinced that his hour was nearly come, and call- 
ing his two brothers to his bed-side, he extended 
a hand to each of them, and said, ‘I am dying, 
remain with me.’ He a!so desired that his old 
and very dear friends and relations, Dr. and 
Mrs. Marshall, should be near him; and that all 
besides might leave the room.” . . . ‘* An hour 
before his death, extending a hand to each of | 
his brothers, he roused himself, and said to them 
in broken sentences, and as he could command 
ulterance—‘ Take more care of yourselves, or 
you will soon follow me. Live near to God. 
Beware of a secular spirit. 1 thank God I leave 
such men behind me. If any thing is to be said 
of me, you (addressing one of them) are the 
man to do it. Do not praise me ; exaggerate no- 
thing. lama poor sinner who have worked 
hard, and had constantly before my mind one 


great object—the conversion of the world.’| 


After this he soon became apparently free from 
pain ; and his poor, frail body, sunk into a pos- 
ture of rest and quiet. He was, as he had con- 
stantly been, in the perfect exercise of all his 
senses and faculties. Afier a few moments he 
said, ‘ Nothing is impossible with God.’ And 
a little after, ‘God is with me.’ These were 
his last words. He seemed to sink away intoa 
sweet and gentle slumber ; his breathing became 
easy and more natural ; and some of us thought 
he would revive, and continue, perhaps, some) 
days longer. This was suggested by one, who 
said, It is sweet sleep. Another said, It is the 


and Concord by the Presbytery of Indianapo- 
lis, on the 28th of October. Rev. J, C, King! 
preached the installation sermon and presided, | 
Rev. D. M. Stewart gave the charge to the 
pastor, and Rev, John Dale the charge to the 


people, 


sleep of death. And so in whispers, and with 
eager and intense interest, we watched, it may 
be half an hour, uncertain. But the practised 
eye of his old friend and beloved physician, 
whom in our anxiety we beckoned to his bed- 
side, saw it all. ‘ You are both right,’ said he, 
‘he is dying in a sweet sleep. I never knew} 


. was soon discovered, that the public sentiment 


‘Involving my feelings, my character, and my 


-troversies in America. 


~work ; and I sincerely hope, that those who have 


Jesus. 


it otherwise. God always visits his children at 


the last.’ ‘Thus passed away as true a man, 
gentleman, and Christian, as God ever lent to 
earth.” (Balt. Lit. and Relig. Mag., vol. vii., 
pp. 479-80.” 

Consider this case. Here are four persons 
who witness—and they alone witness—the last 
moments of a Christian hero. One of them pub- 
lishes to mankind, immediately, and without any 
apparent or even conceivable motive, but to nar- 
rateand to perpetuate a scene worthy to be remem- 
bered, the facts of the remarkable case; the 
other three leave these facts wholly uncontradic- 
ted, thus giving their sanction to them; and the 
facts themselves are characteristic in all re- 
spects, and so carry the impress of truth upon 
their face. Five years elapse; and then, for the 
first time, a Jesuit, in a remote part of the coun- 
try, and in an obscure newspaper, publishes as 
notorious and unquestionable, and within his own 
knowledge and capable of proof, a set of pre- 
tended facts precisely the opposite of those that 
did occur; and which, if they had been true, 
would disgrace the memory of the dead, and de- 
grade the character of the living, and thus ruin 
three of the most potent. enemies that the Jesuits’ 
cause ever had in this country} so that he and 
his abettors had a direct and powerful motive to 
fabricate their slanders: and these publications, 
he and his co-labourers made, without the least 
effort to ascertain from those who alone could 
certainly know the facts as they happened. Is 
it not, therefore, perfectly manifest, that the 
slander was deliberate, and intended for a pur- 
pose, as vile as it has been common in the past 
history of Popery ? 

It may seem strange that charges of such a 
nature should have been thus hazarded. Not 
more so, in this case, than in that of the great 
Alexander Henderson; nor more so, perh ips, 
than in that of Bishop Butler, and scores of 
others. [t isan old trick of the enemies of 
God’s truth. Certainly it would be something, 
if posterity could be induced to doubt, whether 
or not the earliest, ablest, and most fearless op- 
ponent of Popery on this continent, did not him- 
self die a Papist. It may appear still more 
strange that such charges, alter having been 
brought, should have been so soon and so pub- 
licly retracted; and what is stranger. still, re- 
tracted upon the pretext so utterly ridiculous in 
the mouth of a Jesuit, that one of the parties im- 
plicated, (my brother William) declared they 
were false, and demanded the proof! This is 
really strange, in the absence of all explana- 
tion ; but when the explanation is given, is very 
simple and very clear. In the first place, it 


was shocked and outraged by such monstrous 
calumnies—and that it might make itself be felt 
in a manner that had not been anticipated. In 
the next place, it was no part of the design of the 
movers in this vile effort to degrade my brother 
and myself, to await the result of the plans that 
were maturing, to hold them accountable, and 
their superstition along with them, in Louisville 
and St. Louis, where they had set their. calum- 
nies afloat; and rather than meet the conse. 
quences of a personal appeal by my brother 
William and myself, against them and their re- 
ligion, in those two cities—it was no doubt, pru- 
dent and wise, to publish a recantation, And 
in the third place, it was my fixed determina- 
tion to have had the whole of the persons en- 
gaged in fabricating and uttering the libels, 
indicted and prosecuted, both in Louisville aod 
St. Louis, as soon as my duties, in this Institu- 
tion would allow me to do so; and afier [ had 
taken the preliminary steps to accomplish that 
object, it was, no doubt, a rational and sensible 
thing in men so notorious for candour and love 
of truth as all Jesuits are, to reflect that they 
were likely to be convicted, and the truth likely 
to be judicially ascertained; and, therefore, in 
their wisdom, to recant. How much, exactly, 
these Jesuits knew, of what was likely to come 


‘in the steamers Neptune and Sea, to Tampico. 


nation, or so much of it as will rally under his ban- 


out of their slanderous publications, is not for 
me to Say. What! say is, that their recanta- 
tion was made under circumstances, which, 
considering who the men were, and what they 
had done, may well excuse the public for doubt- 
ing how far that act-was the result of a love of 
truth, 
This leads me to add very briefly the expla- 
nation of my own silence in a case so deeply 


duty. Before [ had any knowledge of what had 
been done, my brother William was already 
engaged in a newspaper coatroversy, with the 
slanderers of our family. Connected with the 
public press, and living in the city of Louisville, 
it devolved on him to do what he did, at once, 
and on his personal responsibility and discre- 
tion. My view of what was proper to be done, 
in addition to what he had done, and I knew 
would do, was expressed in a card drawn up in 
July last, and sent to Louisville to be published ; 
provided he, on examining it, approved its pub. 
lication then and there. Under this discretion, 
the card was not published ; and before | could 
visit the west, a few weeks later (in September,) 
the Jesuits had already made a public recanta- 
tion. | 

This whole affair, shocking and disgraceful 
as it is, is probably far from being at an end; 


and my belief is, that when the principal wit-}- 


nesses are removed by death, and the.events con- 
nected with the life and death of John Breckin- 


ridge, are somewhat obscured by time, this slan-; 


der will be revived in a more imposing form, and 
become a part of the Papal history of their con- 
It has therefore seemed 
to me that some one or other of our church courts, 
(perhaps the Presbytery of West Lexington, in 
the bounds of which my brether was born and 
died,) might not consider it a useless or inappro- 
priate labour, to collect and to perpetuate on its 
records, the proof necessary to vindicate the me- 
mory of one of the best and greatest of our min- 
isters. In the case of Alexander Henderson, 
the General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland 
itself performed this sacred duty. 

It may not be out of place for me to add here 
that the various and difficult circumstances 
which have controlled my life and directed my 
affairs, from the period of my brother’s death 
up to this time, have prevented me from making 
that progress in collecting and arranging the 
materials four some notice of his life and labours, 
which it was his dying wish that I, if any one, 
should do. The transactions which have ren- 
dered this publication necessary, furnish a new 
and affecting proof, that ] ought to be about that 


in their possession any materials that can be 
useful in such an undertaking will take the same 
view of the matter, and communicate them to 
me without further delay. | made a similar 
public request five years ago. Very respect- 
fully, R. J. BRECKINRIDGE. 

P.S.—It is to be hoped that those papers 
which have published any thing on this subject, 
will republish the foregoing statement. 


JEFFERSON COLLEGE, PENN., 
November 27, 1846. 


RENUNCIATION OF UNIVERSALISM. 


We were present Sabbath evening, 29th ult., 
at Rev. Mr. Hatfield’s church, and listened to an 
address by a converted Universalist, the Rev. 
Charles S. Bailey. He was for a year anda 
half pastor of the Universalist church in West- 
port, Connecticut, and for the last two or three 
years he has-been pastor of the First Universa- 
list Church in Philadelphia. He recently be- 
came convicted of the errors of that system, and 
as a penitent-sinner sought mercy at the feet of 
His address was a public renunciation 
of the doctrines which he had preached, and an 
open and fearless exposure of the wickedness 


and hypocrisy of that delusive faith. The house) 


was densely crowded, and his remarks were 
listened to. with profound attention, giving evi- 
dence of a true work of grace in his heart, and 
exemplifying the truth that he is saved as a 
brand plucked from the burning.—Evangelist. 


‘the best quality. These gentlemen are of opinion 


- there are apprehensions that it may lead to difficul- 


4 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Coxargess.—Second Session-—| 


The second session of the Twenty ninth Congress 
opened at noon on Monday 7th inst. In the Senate 
forty-three members appeared and took their seats, 
‘Vice-President Dallas presiding. In the House, 


there were one hundred and eighty-three members 
present, the S; eaker, Mr. Davis in the chair. The 
following new members were qualified: Hale of 
Massachusetts; Ripley of New York; McDaniel 
of Missouri; and Bowden and Cottrell of Alabama.) 
As usual, a joint committee from both Honses was 
appointed to wait upon the President ; they attend- 
ed to that duty, and reported that the President 
would send in a Message to Congress on Tuesday. 
On Tuesday in the Senate, the President's Mes- 
sage was read—no business transacted. In the 
House a bill was reported to increase the pay of | 
privates in the army—regulars and volunteers.' 
Several members gave notice of their intention to 
report bills at an early day; the remainder of the’ 
session was occupied in debates on printing the 
President’s Message. 


From tag Seat or War.— The steamship| 
McKim arrived at New Orleans on the 27th ult. 
from Brazos, which she left on. the 24th. The; 
McKim brought the mail anda large number of 
passengers. Among the latter are Majors McLean 
and Graham, bearers of despatches from General 
Taylor, and Capt. G. T. M. Davis, bearer of des- 
patches from General Wool. Capt. Davis re. 
ports that Gen. Wool took peaceable possession of 
Monclova on the 30th October. ‘The Governor and 
a number of the principal citizens formed an escort 
and met Gen, Wool about four miles from the city 
and welcomed him asa friend. One of the best 
houses in the pluce was offered to him for his head 
quarters—which offer was aceepted. Gen. Wool’s 
araiy, numbering 2600 men, was in excellent health 
and spirits. ‘he country through which it passed) 
is described as abounding in wheat, corn, beef, mut- 
ton, and every necessary means of subsistence, which 
could be had at reasonable prices. Capt. Davis 
states that the climate is delightful and the country 
generally very beautiful, fertile, and watered with 
numerous streams. Gen. Wool marched from the 
Presidio del Rio Grande to Monclova, a distance of 
two hundred and four miles, in eleven marching 
days. He took with him forty days’ provision for 
his columns, and another train with an equal amount 
was a few days in his rear. These were the last 
supplies he expected to receive from Port Lavacca, 
as he designed opening communications with Gen. 
Taylor fur receiving supplies. 

News was received at Monclova onthe 2d ult. 
that Col. Doniphan, of the Missouri volunteers. 
who had been detached by Gen. Kearny, at Santa 
Fe, for that duty, had taken the city of Chihuahua, 
with 700 men. He entered the place without im 
pediment—the town having surrendered without a 
gun being fired. 

Co}. Riley of the 3d infantry has been ordered to 
march with the whole of his regiment upon Victo- 
ria de ‘T'amaulipas. He had left upon that service 
when our informant left Camargo. 

Upon the arrival of despateties from the United 
States Government ordering an end to be put to the 
armistice, Gen. Taylor despatched Major Graham 
to Saltillo to confer with the Mexican camp and 
inform them that each party was at liberty to act as 
it might think fit. Not an officer or a suldier wa~ 
to be seen at Saltillo. On the 16th ult. Gen Tay- 
lor and his staff, with Gen. Worth in command of 
a brigade, left Monterey on a tour of reconnoissance 
of the country. 

On the 21st ult. seven companies of artillery, 
in all 674 men, were despatched from the Brazos 
with a good supply of ordnance and ordnance stores, 


The entire force sent over to ‘Tampico was under| 
Col. Gates of the artillery. Maj. Gen. Patterson 
left, or was to leave, Camargo on the 20th, with a 
force of 1500 or 2000 men, via Brazos St. Jago, for 
the same destination. 

The reports from the Mexican camp are, that 
Santa Anna is collecting the whole forces of the 


ners, at San Luis Potosi, which place he is intrench- 
ing and fortifying with all possible diligence and 
precaution. It is estimated that there are already 
16,000 men there, and that he means io increase 
this force to 30,000, and with them to await an at- 
tack from Gen. Taylor, and make a desperate—a 
final effort to defeat our forces. 


Usitep States Surreme Court.—The Supreme} 
Court met at the Capitol, in Washington, on Mon- 
day, 7th inst. Present:—The Hon. Roger B. 
Taney, Chief Justice; the Hon. John McLean; 
the Hon. John Catron; the Hon. Peter V. Daniel; 
the Hon. Samuel Nelson; the Hon. Levi Wood- 
bury ; and the Hon. Robert C. Grier, Associate 
Justices. The Court being opened, the Chief Justice 
announced to the Bar that the Court would com- 
mence the call of the docket on Tuesday, under 
the 36th rule. 

Loss or THe BraitisH Steamer Norta AMERICA. 
—Accounts have been received of the loss of the 
British steamship North America, on the night of 
Wednesday, the 25th ult., while on her passage 
from St. Johns, New Brunswick, to Boston. The 
following are the particulars:—The North America 
left Kastport on Wednesday, the 25th ult. On the 
same night, in the heavy S. 8S. W. gale, when off 
Long Island, Mount Desert, the steampipe burst, 
rendering her engine useless, and she consequent- 
ly drifted within a half a mile of the shore, when 
she let go both her anchors. But the sea running 
very heavy at the time, and the vessel straining 
badly, she was soon water logged, when the cables 
were cut, and she went ashore. The passengers 
and crew were all saved, with the exception of one 
fireman. ‘The vessel and cargo, with all the bag- 
gage, became a total loss. The pa-sengers ‘were 
passed ashore by means of a cable stretched from 
the boat tu the shore. The fireman who lost his 
lite attempted to get off by means of a spar, but 
slipped off and was drowned. The wind and sea 
were so violent, that she went to pieces in one heur. 


Tue Great To THE Pactric.—The 
project of A. Whitney, Exq., for the construction 
of a railroad fromm Lake Michigan to the Pacific 
Ocean, has found favour with the New York Cham- 
ber of Commerce, that body having adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution, without dissent : 

Resolved, That the plan proposed by A. Whitney 
of a Kailroad to connect the waters of Lake Michi- 
gan and those of the Pacific—however gigantic in 
proportion, and costly in the accomplishment—is 
one to which this Chamber would respectfully in- 
vite the attention of Congress, under the convic- 
tion that great national objects are at stake upon 
the issue, and that through the instrumentality of 
the National Domain only, can they be successful- 
ly attained. 

[n Indianapolis and several other towns in Iadiana; 
Dayton and Columbus in Ohio; and Wheeling, 
Virginia, public meetings have been held, and re- 
solutions favourable to this great Railroad project 
adopted. 


Sourn Carouina Senator.—Judge Butler has 
been elected United States Senator by the Legis- 
lature of South Carolina, in place of Hon. George 
Mc Duffie, resigned. 

Exp.tosive Corron.—The celebrated gunpowder!) 
manufacturers, Méssrs. Dupont & Co., of Delaware, 
have succeeded in making the explosive cctton of 


that in cases where cost is of secondary impor- 
tance, such, for instance, as in deep mines, where] 
the smoke interrupts work for hours, it may be 
used to advantage ; but in regard to its use in fire 
arms, it is too costly and dangerous, 


ARREST OF THE Frenon Consut spy ComMMODORE 
Stocxtron.—The Washington correspondent of the 
Baltimore American says, that the Diplomatic cir- 
cles have been engaged for some days past, in an 
earnest discussion of the effect of the arrest of the 
French Consul, at Monterey, on the Pacific. The 
nature of his offence has not transpired here, but 


ty between the twonations, It is a question likely 
at least to lead to a long controversy. 


Rewarp or Merit.—A subscription has been! 
started in order to raise a sum of money to present’ 
to Mr. Goold, the conductor of Adams & Co’s Ex-; 
press, as a testimonial of approbation of the galjant 
conduct by which he saved the lives of several of 
the passengers who were wrecked in the Atlantic,| 
under circumstances of great danger to himself. 


Sunpay Travet.—The Newark Advertiser states 
that the Railroad Companies have determined to 
discontinue their Sunday morning train between 
New York and Philadelphia, on and after the first 
of January next. This bas long been contemplated,} 
but various obstacles have hitherto prevented the 
discontinuance. 


Tue Streamer ATiantic.—The Norwich Courier| 
of Saturday says:—Among the bodies recovered 
from the wreck was that of Mary Jordan, of Boston. 
This body came on shore almost entirely divested 
of clothing ; having, we believe, nothing upon it but 
the lady’s corsets. Upon this was the mark, “Miss 
Smart, Boston.” ‘There was much difficulty in re- 


cognizing the body; even Mr. Partridge, in whose} 


charge Miss Jordan was, pronounced the body not 


hers, and the mark upon the corsets led others to 
doubt the identity. It was, however, finally recog- 
nized by her relatives. A few days since, in con- 
versation with a gentleman from Willimantic, (a 
relative of Mrs. Eames, who was among the lost, 
it Was casually remarked that the name of Mrs. E., 
before marriage, was Smart; and that she was a 
dressmaker, in Boston. ‘This led at once toa solv- 
ing of the mystery. Mary Jordan wore a corset 
made by Miss Smart, and bearing her mark ; and 
this same Miss Smart was on board the Atlantic, 
under the name of Eames, having become the wife 
of Mr. Eames. This is a remarkable coincidence, 
and goes toclear up a doubt which otherwise would 
have remained, and removed the fear that there 
was an unexplained loss of a lady named Smart. 
Both bodies are now identified and Festored to their 
friends. 


Tae Government Express.—The Express. with 
the President’s Message, which left Washington 
at a quarter past 12 o'clock on ‘Tuesday, reached 
Philadelphia at about half-past 5, and Jersey city 
at 20 minutes after 9 o’clock, making the who'e 
distance to New York, (allowing ten minutes for 
crossing the river,) in nine hours and fifleen min- 
ules. 

Tue SreampBoat AcciDEnt ON THE 
Seventeen persons of the twenty-one scalded on 
board the Maria, in her collision with the Sultana, 
have since died, and but little hopes are entertained 
of the recovery of the rest. 


Loss oF A Sucop-or-War.—An arrival at Balti- 
more from St. Thomas, brings accounts of the loss 
of the United States sloop-of-war Boston. She was 
wrecked on Harbour Island—crew saved—vessel 
total loss. 


From Santa Fsr.—The St. Louis Republican, 
received by the Western mail, has later dates from 
Santa Fe. Great fears were entertained that the 
stock of provisions would be altogether inadequate 
to supply the army during the winter. The Ame- 
rican soldiers were in a state of insubordination, 
and were daily committing outrages on the Mexi- 
cans, and consequently assassinations were quite 
frequent. 


Exp.osion.—The tow-boat Mississippi burst her 
boilers while towing over the bar at South West 
Pass ship Wabash, bound from New Orleans 
to New York. The first engineer, steersman, one 
fireman, and two deck hands were killed. 


Inptans ‘I'exas.—The steamship Palmetto, 
from Galveston, arrived at New Orleans, brings 
papers to the 27th ult. An expreds reached Gen. 
Houston on the 23d from Torrey’s Trading House, 
stating that Indians of various tribes to the number 
of 1000, had arrived in the expectation of meeting 
United States commissioners to treat with them 
and deliver presents, in accordance with assurances 
to that effect, made them by commissioners last 
spring, and promises made the Indian delegdtion 
at Washington. Finding neither commissioners 


nor presents they were much dissatisfied, and fears| - 


were entertained that serious mischief might oc- 
cur. ‘I'he Messrs. Torrey were instructed todo all 
in their power to prevent dissatisfaction, and Gen. 
Houston, on his own personal responsibility, di- 
rected them to distribute small presents to each, 
if necessary. Gen, Houston was passenger in the 
Palmetto for Washington. 


Disease 1n Virotnta.—We learn from 
an article in the Romney Intelligencer that a de- 
structive malady called “sore throat,” is raging in 
the neighbouring counties, Hampshire and Pendle- 
ton, in Wantels. Mr. David Smith has lost two 
children, Mr. William Cunningham one, Capt. A. 
Kettemaff one, Mr. Isaac Conrod three, Mrs. Mary 
Whetsel three, Mrs. Ratcliff two, Mr. Layton two, 
Mr. Van D. Bond two, Mr. John S. Bond three, Mr. 
Jacob Wise one,and Mr. Martin Wise two or three. 
The disease is represented to be a wretched and 
loathsome malady which has thus far baffled the 
skill of the medical faculty. — Norfolk Beacon, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


The steamship Caledonia arrived at Boston on the Sth 
inst., bringing London papers to the evening of the 18th 
of November and Liverpool to the 19th, both inclusive. 
The Caledonia arrived at Liverpool on the 15th alt. in 
134 days from Boston, and brings the repurt of her own 
arrival out. She was only 62 hours at Liverpool; in 
this brief space of time she discharged her cargo hence, 
took in her coal and a return cargo for Boston, having 
been absent from that port only 343 days. ‘The ac- 
counts which the Caledonia took out to England were 
considered favourable, in a commercial point of view, 
for they brought numerous orders contingent on the 
opening of the American ports under the new tariff. 

The Caledonia brings accounts of a decline in the 
price of cotton and breadstuffs in Great Britain. At the 
last dates cotton was steady, though in the early part of 
the month the current qualities of American had rece- 
ded from 44 4d. American flour has receded 6d per 
bbl. Wheat was also less buoyant; and Indian Corn, 
which was in demand for the lrish market, has receded 
33 per quarter. 

‘The principal London and Paris journals enter into 
full and elaborate discussions of our war with Mexico, 
and generally with a reasonably good share of intelli- 
gence as well as temper. The conclusion they secm to 
arrive at; in the main, is that there is nothing in the 
origin, the conduct or the probable eventualities of the 
war, which calls for action of any kind from the powers 
across the water. 

The money market remained almost without change. 
The Bank of Eugland rate of interest was three per 
cent. Bullion was still being exported from the coun- 
try. 

"ietina remains in a distressing condition, and the 
troubles in Portugal have assumed an alarming aspect. 

‘There were rumoursof ministerial dissensions in Eng- 
land, but they originated in the columns of papers 
avowedly hostile to the Whig government. 

‘The Hon. George Bancroft has taken up his residence 
in Eaton Square, Belgrave Place, London. On the 12th 
ult., he dined with the Queen, at Windsor Castle; and 
on the following Saturday was, with his lady, at a sclect 
party at Lord Palmerston’s, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

The misunderstanding between Engiand and France, 
relative to the Montpensier marriage, has been so serious, 
that the British representative at the Tuilleries, Lord 
Normanby, was ordered by his Government to absent 
himself from the meeting of the eR when 
they asseinbled to present their congratulations to the 
young couple. Lord Normanby wrote to M. Guizot, ex- 
plauining that, under existing circumstances, he could 
not juin in any official ceremony of congratulation ; but, 
at the same time, stating his anxiety to pay every mark 
of respect to all the members of the Royal Family of 
France, and among others to the Duke of Montpensier, 
and to the Duchess as a French princess. He therefore 
expressed a hope that he should be allowed an opporta- 
nity at some future period of being presented to them. 
The marquis attended accordingly, and was presented. 

Among the new articles of American manufactura, 
which are delighting the English, are “ soda biscuits.” 
They are said to be in high favour. — 

Baring, Brothers & Co., have presented a memorial, 
signed by several eminent mercantile houses, to Lord 
Palmerston, against the invading expedition against 
South America. 

Opening of the Ports.—From the singular unity of ar- 
gument observable in the London Times, Chronicle, and 
Daily News, each of which is now more or less favoured 
by Governmental hints, it would seem that the opening 
of the ports is a question not finally disposed of by the 
Cabinet; but that Lord John Russell will be decided By 
the presence of circumstances between this period and 
the meeting of Parliament. ; 

The subject of general education has been renewed in 
England ot lite, from a belief which prevails, that Gov- 
ernment will propose some comprehensive measure In 
the ensuing session. 

Thomas Moore, the bard of Erin, is dangerously. ill. 
The Ballinasloe Star has the following: A private letter 
says, “I lament to have to tell you of the rapidly de- 
clining health of Ircland’s most honoured poet. The 
sun of life is fast setting, and it is feared that his ie 


lution is near at hand.” 

Marriage of the Earl of Elgin.—The marriage o 
George Charles Constantine, Earl of Elgin and Kincar- 
dine, the newly appointed Governor-General of Canada, 
with the Lady Mary Louisa Lambton, eldest daughter 
of the late, and sister of the present Earl of Durham, 
and niece of Earl Grey, was solemnized on Saturday 
week. His excellency is expected to embark for North 
America, to enter on the official duties of that colony, 
early in the ensuing month, when the noble Earl will be 
accompanied by his bride. 

- The Great Britain steamship is sti!l ashore; bat plans 
are offered for protecting her through the winter, 
and getting her off in the spring. It is stated that the 
Great Britain has as yet received comparatively little 
injury. 

When the ship Jeremiah Garnett, which arrived at 
Liverpool a few days ago from China, called at St. He- 
lena, potatoes were selling at 2/. per sack in that island. 
A farmer at Hale, near Liverpool, states that he has 
a field of potatoes adjuining the Mersey, entirely free 
from rot, and, in his opinion, the salt air from off the 
water has kept the disease from the crop. 

Five cargocs of Indian corn have arrived at Plymouth, 
consigned to the Royal William Victualling Yard, to be 
converted into taose for the use of the destitute in Ire- 
land. 

‘he Swedish Council of State is, by order of the King 
preparing a bill for the abolition of all corporations of, 
trades, and every other restriction upon the freedom of 
industry in Sweden. 

The Belgian Senate held a sitting on the 14th ult., in 
which it was unanimously voted to admit all provisions 
free of duty, and to prohibit their exportation wp to Oct. 
1, 1847. tee 

Flax is very scarce this year in Flanders, and it Is 
stated that the large spinners have much difficulty in 


procuring the supplies which they roquire, though they 
offer prices 20 per cent. above the usual average. ‘Thi 


will greatly increase the distress arising from the high 
ice of food. 


price 

‘The Turkish Government has issued a memorandum} 
prohibiting the exportation of corn from the province 
of the Straits of the Dardanelles, on the pretext that the 
natives of that district are accustomed to sell their corn 
improvidently, and are obliged aflerward to buy at higher| 

ices. 

Ireland.—T he accounts from Ireland are of a more 
favourable character. Employment has become more 
general; and the price of food is very decidedly lower. 
The cargo of one of four vessels laden with Indian corn 
was bought by the Cork Relief Committee at £14 17s. 
6d. a ton; the price during the previous week had been 
upwards of £16. ‘The resident nobility and gentry also 
were distributing provisions liberally among the desti- 
tute of their neighbourhoods. Yet there was still much 
suffering and apparently more discontent; and acts o 
violence were by no means unfrequent. 

France.—The Montpensier marriage and its conse. 
quences were still the main topic of newspaper discus-' 
sion at Paris. The displeasure of the English Govern- 
ment seems in no wise to have abated, and the diplomats) 
were carrying on an extensive correspondence on the 
subject. A long note from Lord Palmerston had been 
delivered by Lord Normanby, and the Paris journals 
have copious notices of the reply, written by Mr. Guizot, 
and agreed to in a Cabinet Council. From these noti- 
ces it appears that the note contained a decided and ur- 
gent requisition by the English Government that all pre- 
tension to the throne of Spain should be renounced on 
behalf of the children that may be born hereafter of the 
Duke and Duchess of Montpensier; and that the an- 
swer is an unqualified refusal to make such renunciation 
under uny circumstances. ‘The real importance attach- 
ed to the state of feeling between the French and Eng- 
lish Governments is indicuted by the commercial ther- 
mometer. ‘There was a continued and steady decline 
of the funds, and sellers were far more abundant than 
buyers. 

Grermany.—Some time ago a society was formed in 
this country, under the patronage of the Duke of Nas- 
sau, for sending a vast number of Germans to Texas for 
the colonization of lands, and to induce, if possible, all 
Germans proceeding to America to unite in one district, 
so as to establish the base of a separate German na- 
tionality on the American continent. The society, it 
appears, has not had the success that was hoped for; and 
on learning this, the Duke of Nassau immediately ad- 
vanced 200,000 florins to it, besides taking measures to 
promote its prosperity. ‘This noble conduct of his royal 
highness is deservedly held up as an example to all the 
princes of Germany, many of whom induce their people} 
to emigrate, and then abandon them to their fate. On 
the Ist ult.-there were in Bremen not fewer than 800 
emigrants waiting to proceed to the United States.| 
Among them were upward of 100 Poles, the rest being 
Germans. It has been observed of late, that Poles are 
quitting their country in great numbers. 

Spain.—Letters speak of detached insurrectionary 
attempts, local merely, in Catalonia, and of the vigi- 
lance exercised by the French authorities on the fron- 
tier to prevent Carlist refugees making their way into 
Spain. ‘The idea of forcible intervention in Portuguese 
affairs appears to have died away. 

Portucat.—The revolution in Portugal was rapidly 
extending—the insurgents being in great force at va- 
rious points.—Their object is to put down an unpopu- 
lar ministry; but if successful they may insist on the 
Queen’s abdication in favour of her_eldest son. In 
every conflict which had taken place between the sol. 
diery and rebels the former were signally successful, 
having defeated them in four serious engagements—at 
Vienna in Alemtejo, Villareal, Evora, and Cintra. 

SwiTZERLanp.—T'he last accounts mention that the 
Grand Council of Geneva had refused to accept the re- 
signation of the members of the Provisional Government.) 
lt had approved all the acts of their administration, and 
invited them to continue in the discharge of their du 
ties. On the other hand, the Governments of Lucerne} 
and Zurich had notified to the other Cantons that they did 
not recognize the authorities established by the Revolu- 
tion of Geneva. 

Iraty.—The embarrassed state of the public finances} 
is one of the difficulties which beset the career of the 
new Pontiff. But he addresses himself with vigour to 
the task; and, finding that the evil cannot be met by 
the abolition of sinecures and reductions in his own 
household, he has broached the project of an income-tax. 
At the same time, the taxes on salt and on corn ground 
at the mill (most oppressive to the peasantry) are to be 
abolished. 

A private letter, written at Milan on the 2d ult., re- 
ports dangerous floods in Northern ltaly—“ We have 
had incessant rain for some time, and the country 
in Consequence is inundated. At Pavia, about twenty 
miles from this, there are, it is said, 3000 persons left 
houseless; and instead of horses and carriages, people} 
are obliged to use boats. Bridges and houses have been 
carried away ina!l directions. ‘The two principal rivers 
in Italy, the Po and the Ticino, are now united, and 
threaten destruction to several towns.” 

Potanp.—The town of Cracow is still under martial 
law, and has a strong Austrian garrison. After ten 
o’clock, no one is allowed to appear in the streets with- 
out a lantern or a permit. If he does not reply to 
the third challenge of the sentinel, he is liable to be 
shot. No one is allowed to keep arms in his house, 
under the pain of death. A person lodging a stranger 
for a single night without special permission from the 
police, is fined one hundred dollars. 

Care or Goop Horpr.—Letters and papers received 
in London from the Cape to Sept. 18th, report un- 
favourably respecting the success of the British arms 
against the Kafirs. The latter continued with some 
success, their depredations upon the cattle of the fron- 
tier farmers being themselves sorely pushtd for sup- 
plies of food, owing to the long continued drought, and 
there was no hope of bringing them to peace, but by 
vigorously prosecuting the war. 


MARRIED. 

On Monday, 7th inst. by the Rev. J. W. Alexander, D D.., 
Mr. Georce H. JENNINGS to Miss ELizaseTH WILSON, all) 
of the city of New York. : 

At York, Pennsylvania, on the 2d inst. by the Rev. Mr. 
Emerson, Cot. Davip W. Parrerson to Mary R. daughter 
of Henry Y. SLAYMAKER, Esq. 

On the Ist inst. by the Rev. Dr. H. A. Boardman, ALLEN 
ARMSTRONG to MaTILpDA, daughter of Davip WINEBRENER, 
all of Philadelphia. 

On the Ist inst. by the Rev. A. Macklin, Mr. WILLi1AMm} 
H. Severs to Miss JaNE AnmsTrona, only daughter of 
Andrew Armstrong, Esq , all of Philadelphia. 

At Germantown, Pennsy!vania, on the 3d inst. by the Rev. 
Thomas B Bra ‘ford, Mr. GeorGe F. Livezey to Miss Re- 
BECCA JoNEs, daughter of the late Mr. Thomas Jones, all 
of Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

On the 2d ult. by the Rev. N. Murray. D.D. of Elizabeth- 
town, New Jersey. Mr. James M. Smy.ig, of Paterson, N. 
J.to Miss MarGarerra M. eldest daughter of Mr. Samuei 
OLLIvER, of Elizabethtown, N. J. 


OBITUARY. 


A VOICE OF WARNING. 


Died, on Thursday night, the 3d inst. after a short illness, 
of searlet fever, WiLL1AM, son of JoserpH P. and Harriet 
P. ENGLEs, aged thirteen years and four months. In pre 
senting this record of the death of a beloved child, parental 
fondness might be excused fur dwelling on the frank, gene- 
rous, and affectionate disposition of this interesting boy; his 
regard for truth; his strict integrity; his intelligence ; his 
desire to please, and his unwillingness to offend ; his bright 
and open countenance ; and his general amiableness, which 
made those who knew him best, to love him most. But} 
what would it avail to the living or the dead? He is be-} 
yond the reach of human censure or praise ; and the sorely 
stricken hearts of his parents can find consolation in nothing 
but in bowing submissively to the Divine sovereignty, which 
has seen fit thus to afflict them. He was lent, not given, 
and He who had a perfect right to do so, has_ been pleased) 
to recall the loan. “Thy will be done.” ‘Twice on the 
Sabbath this dear youth listened attentively tothe preached 
gospel. On ‘Tuesday afternoon, he occupied his place at 
school, and in the play-room, On Thursday night his spirit 
forsook its clay tabernacle; and on Saturday afternoon 
his youthful form was laid beneath the soil which his feet 
had trod on the preceding Sabbath. How short the warn- 
ing! How sudden the transition! To those who mourn 
the event, it seems but a painful dream. During most of 
the time of his illness, he was deprived of reason, and did 
not even know his parents. During a brief lucid interval, 
on Thursday morning, in the temporary absence of his 
father, he asked his mother if she would not pray for him. 
On being asked. for what she should pray, he answered, 
: That God would make me a good boy, and give me a new 

eart.” 

“We have lost his life—let us not lose his death.” This 
instance of the frailty of the tenure by which we hold our 
lives and our privileges, speaks in tones of solemn warning 
to parents and children, and it is for their benefit this hum- 
ble record is made. 

Parents! do you realize in your daily intercourse with your 
children. that an awful responsibility rests on you, to train 
them up fur God and eternity? If you ever feel tempted to 
relax your efforts for their salvation, imagine yourselves 
standing by their death bed, witnessing their last struggles, 
when reason has fled, and nc means are left of gaining 
access to their_minds. In that solemn hour, what would 
you not give to be able to recall but one of the many op- 
portunities once enjoyed, but unimproved, of warning your 
children to flee from the wrath to come. and of pointing 
them to the Lamb of God! O labour and pray, while itis 
called “to day,” lest “the mght of death” overtake you or 
them, “wherein no man: can work.” And, dear children! 
let this sad event prove a warning to you. Three days 
before William Engles was numbered with the dead, he 
was in hizu health, in full flow of spirits, promising himself] 
many years of life and pleasure, and especially looking for- 
wued with pleasing anticipatrons to the approaching season 
of festivity. But how soon is the bright prospect over 
clouded! “The summons had gone forth, “‘ Return to dust, 
thou child of man ;” and no skill of physicians, no prayers 
or tears of parents, no sympathy of kind friends, could arrest | 
its execution. Be persuaded, then, to seek the Lord now, 
and cast yourselves, without delay, into the arms of that 


‘his| the 


blessed Saviour, who says, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me.” ‘Then shall your life be happy and useful ; 
and death, come when it may, shail be to you a 


Died, of pulmonary consuniption, at his residence in 
Circleville, Ohio, on the 4th ult. Dr. Joszrn B. Jongs, aged 
thirty-seven years. The deceased was born, 1809, in Mif- 
flin, now Juniata county, Pennsylvania, and united with the 
Presbyterian church in Millersiown, at the age of twenty 
two. He graduated at the Jefferson Medical College, Phi- 
lade} phia, in 1837, and in the fall of that year went to Nor- 
wich, Ohio. and shortly afterwards settled in Circleville, 
where he was successfully prosecuting the duties of his 
profession, unti! he became consumptive in the fall of 1844. 
under which disease he gradually declined, though he con- 


tinued to walk about till the time of his death, when ~ 


suddenly expired in hix chair, He was greatly attached to 

doctrines of his church; and in his active piety ang 
punctual attendance on the public worship of God, and the 
other relig:ous ‘meetings, “he, being dead, yet speaketh,” 
especially to the pious of the medical SS in his 
decease, so early in life, not only his family and friends, but 
the church and community, monm the loss of one who was 
well qualified to be useful. —Cummunicated. 

Died, at Stewartavilie, New Jersey, on Friday. the 14th 
ult, Mr.'T'aomas Kennepy, in the 83d year of his age. He 
was born in 1763, in the county of Bucks, in the province of 
Pennsylvania. ‘The large and respected family of the Ken 
nedys were connected with the congregation of ‘Tohicken, 
now called Tinicum, one of the moat ancient charches in 
our country. From ‘Tinicum, when the subject of this 
nine the family removed to Greenwich, 

ew Jersey, to the farm upon which he spent the chief 
of his long and exemplary lite. At the twelve 

At 


Mr. Kennedy was usefully emploved in the army of 

ral Washington, in transporting provisions and baggage, 

an early period of life he umied in the commanton of the 
Presbyterian church, and continued to illustrate the effica- 
cy of the ductrines he professed, by a long course of upright, 
quiet, and useful living. For nearly half a century he was 
a ruling elder in the church of Greenwich, the duties of 
which oflice he faithfully discharged, so long as health and 
strength were cnctinaia Of him it may be as truly said, 
of any with whom the writer was ever acquainted, he w 
“an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile.” Hie 
latter end was such as we might confidently expect to fol- 
low such a life. | 

Died, at New Providence, New Jersey, on the 5th inat. 
of scarlet fever, MarGarer Smita, only daughter of the 
Rev. J.‘T. M.and &. J. Davig, aged six years. 

Died, on the 26th ult. at West Nottingham, Maryland, 
Mrs. Nancy in the 80th yearoi herage Havy- 
ing consecrated herself in the days of early widowhood to 
the service of Him who was truly to her the widow's God, 
the deceased was a member of the Kirkwood church for 
nearly fifty years, and adorned her Christian profession by a 
life of beauteons consistency. Engrafted on a disposition 
of great amiability by nature, her religion manifested a mild, 
attractive, and saint-like development; and caused those 
who were so many years witnesses of her daily walk, to feel 
the blessedness of that life which is hid with Christ in God, 
and to look wi:h interest on her as ons of the many who 
though unknown to fame, trained in retirement, aad se pa- 
rated from the world, when Christ, who is their life, snail 
appear, shall also appear with him in glory. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was the alpha and the omega, the beginning and 
the ending of her religion—of her life. She was an intelli- 
gentChristian. With a mind well cultivated and naturally 
strong, she added to the devoted study of the Scriptures mis- 
cellaneous religious reading fitted to benefit the heart; and 
the tone of her piety may be inferred from the fact that the 
books for which her mind retained its relish, and her aflec- 
tions their ardonr tothe last, were the Life of Mrs. Graham, 
the Memoirsof Mrs. Hawkes, and portions of the writings 
of John Newton. Never have we seen any one more dead- 
ened tothe world. Wealth, respectability, comfort, all that 
commonly binds the heart to earth, was hers. But the Holy 
Spirit had loosened their hold on the soul, and substituted 
the one living bond of faith in the Redeemer. Her benefac- 
tions to the church, to the cause of Christ, to the poor—bene- 
factions in which mest generally the left hand knew not 
what the right hand did, show that she valued wealth most 
as affurding the means of Christian charity. Her death was 
the natural close of such a life. Her end was according to 
her works. For years she had been waiting the summons 
of her Lord. In a good old age, full of honour, with a soul 
ripened for glory, she came to the grave as a shock of corn 
cometh in its season. Those who witnessed her last days 
will henceforth feel more strongly the value of “that sweet 
hope,’’ as she called it; will know more fully what is the 
heaventiness of the peace promised as the end of the perfect 
and upright; what the blessedness of falling asleep in Jesus; 
and will realize the calm but mighty energy in sustaining 
the sinking soul, of the promises of the glorious gospel of 
blessed God.—-Communicated. | 


SABBATH EVENING SERVICES IN THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK. 


The following Presbyterian churches, in the city of New 
York, are open for public worship, each once a month, on 
Sabbath evenings, in the following order, viz. 

First Sabbath, First Chureh, 5th Avenue, Rev. Dr. Phillipa. 

“ Cana! Street, Rev. H. 8. Carpenter. 
Second Sabbath, University Place, Rev. Dr. Potta. 

rick Church, Rev. Dr. Spring. 
Third Sabbath, Duane Street Church, Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

orty-second Street, Rev. J. C. Lowrie. 

Hammond Street, Rev. W. E. Schenck. 
Fourth Sabbath,Fifteenth Street, Rev. Dr. Snodgrass. 


Street, Rev. Dr. Krebs. 
very Sabbat anhattan Hall, 
Evening, No. 63 Houston st. Rev. B. T. Phillipe, 


NEW YORK CITY TRACT SOCIETY ANNIVERSARY. 


The Twentieth Anniversary of the New York City Tract 
Society, and Twenty-fourth of the Female Branch, will be 
held at the Broadway Tabernacle, New York, on Wednes- 
day evening, 16th inst. Isaac OnCHARD, Secretary. 


COLOURED ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


The Annual Meeting of the Coloured Orphan Asylum 
Association of New York will be held on Monday next, 
14th inst., at twelve o’clock, at the Asylum, on the Fifth 
Avenue, near the Croton Reservoir, at Forty-second street, 
New York. The friends of the Institution are cordially 
invited to attend. 


— 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 


The Board of Publication will meet at their Rooms on 
Tuesday, the 15th instant, at four o'clock, P. M. 
J. H. Jongs, Cor. Sec. 


ACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS.—1 houghts on Sa- 

cramental Occasions, extracted from the Diary of the 

Rev. Philip Doddridge, D. D. With an Introduction by 

James W. Alexander, D. D., Pastor of the Duane street 

church, New York. First American from the London Tract 
Society’s edition. 

Dr. Alexander, in his Introduction to these devotional 
effusions, says: ‘“‘'The private Christian will find himself 
profited, in preparation for the Lord’s table, by this unpre- 
tending volume, in which there is nothing wearisome, be- 
cause there is nothing laboured. But the minister of the 

ospel—if any such will condescend to learn from this little 
ook—may derive many valuable hints, as to the conduct 
of this eg important part of public duty, in regard to the 
manner of preparation for it, the topics proper to be pre- 
sented, and the mode of illustration.’ 
WILLIAM 8S. MARTIEN, 
No. 21 Centre street, New York. and No. 37 South Seventh 
dec 12—3t street near Chestnut, Philadelphia, 


TMHE REVISED EDITION OF D’AUBIGNE’S HIS. 
TORY OF THE REFORMATION .—4 vols. 12mo. 
Now ready, with the author’s recommendation and auto- 


graph. 

The author says of this edition: “T have revised this trans- 
lation line by line, and word by word; and I have restored 
the sense wherever I did not find it clearly rendered. It 
is the only one! have corrected. I declare, in consequence, 
that I acknowledge this translation as the only faithful ex- 
pression of my thoughts in the English language, and I 
recommend it as such to all my readers. Further, I have 
in this edition made numerous corrections and additions, 
frequently of importance. Some facts have been related 
that have not been introduced elsewhere, so that it will 
thus havean indisputable authority over all others.” 

Robert Carter has purchased from the Edinburgh pub- 
lishers a duplicate set of the stereotype plates of this revised, 
corrected, and enlarged edition, which. in Great Britain, is 
considered the only authorized and standard edition of this 
great work. Notwithstanding the heavy expense caused by 
this arrangement, the four volumes, in a neater form than 
the former cheap editions, with two steel engravings and 
the autograph, will be furnished at the low price of one 
dullar and fifty cents. Just published and for sale by 

ROBERT CARTER, 

New York and Pittsburgh. 
WM. S. MARTIEN, 
No. 37 South Seventh street, Philadelphia, 

NOW ALSO READY. 
A Message from God to'Thinking Men, by the Rev. John 
Cumming, D.D. 18mo, 38 cents. Life in New York, by the 
author of “‘he Old White Meeting House,” 18mo, 50 cents. 
The Old White Meeting House, 18mo, 50 cents. A 
Memorial of Egypt, the Red Sea, the ‘Wildernesses of Sin 
and Paran, Mount Sinai, Jerusalem, and other principal 


localities of the Holy Land, by the Rev. George Fisk, LL.B, . 


12mo, with asteel plate. Olmstead’s Counsels for the Im- 
‘nitent. Old Huomphrey’s Pithy Papers. Old Humphrey's 
anderings in the Isle of Wight. ichmond’s Annals of 

the Poor. God in the Storm. Dr. Duncan's Sacred Phi- 

losophy, 4 vols. 12mo. Foster's new edition, 12mo, 

The Night of Weeping, by the Rev. H. Bonar. dec 12—3t 


AY OF MOURNING.—William Hughes, Undertaker, 
No. 102 North Eighth street, four doors above Cherry, 
Philadelphia, begs leave to inforg those who are afflicted 
by the visitation of death in their families, that he is ready, 
at all hours, to attend and render such services as are de- 
sired, and are proper on such occasions. He has constantly 
on hand a general assortment of ready made C also a 
handsome hearse and carriages always in readiness; also 
ice and ice boxes, and red cedar cases for vaults; and every 
other article necessary for funerals. Alsoan excellent re- 
ceiving vault, in the central part of the city, to keepa 
friend any. length of time. Removals from the several 
burial grounds, attended to on low terms. He is also 
superintendent of a good burial ground, where interments 
are obtained on very favourable terms. — If those who have 
to procure the interment of their relatives or friends, will 


call at No. 102 North Eighth street, Philadelphia, their | 


business will be attended to punctually. 
dec 12—ly 


ETCHES OF NORTH CAROLINA—Historical and 
Ss Biographical, illustrative of the principles of a portion 
of her early settlers, by the Rev. William Henry Foote, 


8vo. Price $2. ‘ 

Contents in part.—The First Declaration of Independence 
in the United States, — 1775.—The First Blood shed in 
the Revolution, May 16th, 1776.—A Paper on Civil and 
Religious Liberty in 1775.—Commencement of Presbyterian 
Settlements in North Carolina.—Origin of the Scotch Irish. 
—Political Sentiments of the Scotch Irish Immigrante— 
Political Opinions of the Scotch Immigrants.—Flora McDon- 
ald.—Battle of King’s Mountain.—Battle of Guilford Court 
House.—The Churches in Iredell, Thyatira, Steel Creek, 
Goshen, Unity, Pop’ar Tent, Centre, oe River, Fayette- 
ville, Chartotte, and their Ministers, &c.—Just published by 

ROBERT CARTER, New York, 

Sold also by Wm. S. Martien, Philadelphia; Elliot & 
English. Pittsburgh, Pa.; A. G. McIlwaine, Petersburg, 
Va.; John N. Bell, Winchester, Va.; Rev. Wm. Henry 
Foote, Romney, Va.; George McNeill, Fayetteville, N. C.; 
Henry Law, Wilmington, N.C.; Mr. Fowles, Raleigh, N. 
C.; Michael Brown, Salisbury, N.C.; David Parks, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; and by the Presbyterian clergymen se 
in the State of North Carolina, and in the neighbourhood 
of the Union Theological Seminary, Va. dec 12—3t 


BOOK FOR EVERY PRESBYTERIAN.—Just pub- 
A lished by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, An 
Exposition of the Confession of Faith of the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines, by the Rev. Robert Shaw, of Whit- 
burn, 12mo, 360 pp. half calf, price .75 cents, or six copies 
for $3.60. ‘This work is an amplification and enforcement 
of the system of truth contained in the Confession of Faith, 
exhibited in a manner at once doctrinal and practical, and 
supplying a desideratum to every member of the 
rian Church. 1t has been adapted, by the Editor of the 
Presbyterian Board, to the circumstances of the Presbyte- 
rian Chorch im the United States. For sale at the Ds 
tory, corner of George and Seventh streets. 

dec 12—3t J. P. ENGLES, Publishing 


WILLIAM HUGHES,” 
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ROBINS. 
ing to'describe thie very sumptuous 
volume, me. begin with the letter press- which 
embraces a. large array of the most select and 
weefal poetry drawn from the best sources; the 
pagesof which are surrounded by borders, each 
Mifeting {rom others, and affording in them- 

‘pelves a perfect curiosity in the typographic 

ert) The ‘reader will ‘be surprised when he 

ees the endless variety of ornament which 

Jnay be obtained hy mere types. Then there 

are six elegant engravings on steel by Mr. 

Sartain in his’ best and most effective style. 

The-etriking characteristic of the volume, how- 

‘ever, is ils illuminations, technically so called. 

“These most seen to be appreciated. There 

are twenty-eight of these, designed and drawn by 

M. Schmitz, and printed.in colours by T. Sin- 

clair... Each letter of the alphabet is thus 

INdminated, and the title page in the same style, 

ia ofart. ‘Wehave seen nothing to com- 

pare with these from the American press. The 
ornament of the cover also, is novel and peculi- 
arly ‘beautiful ; and in a word, we doubt whether 
the holiday season, which usually brings out so 
many rival souvenirs, will present any thing so 
‘Altractive as these illuminated gems. The 
‘publishers deserve much credit for the skill and 

‘Cost ‘bestowed on this volume, and they should 

be handsomely remunerated. 

A Memoatat or Ecrrr, the Red Sea, the W ildernesses of 
Sin and Paran, Mount Sinai, Jerusalem, and other 
principal localities of the Holy Land visited in 1842. 
With brief notes of a route through France, Rome, 
‘Naples, Constantinople, and up the Danube. By the 
Rev. Fisk, LL. B., Prebendary of Lichfield, 
&c. New York, 1846, Robert Carter; Philadelphia, 
Wm. S. Martien, 12mo, pp. 451. 


“The singular interest which attaches itself to/ 


the Holy Land, produces a certain degree of 
-@agerness to listen to the narratives of travel- 
- Jers, although they must necessarily be in a 

Measure repetitions of what we have often heard 

before. Still every one has his peculiar style 

of narrating, and each one speaks of his own 

‘personal impressions. Mr. Fisk isa clergyman 

ofthe English Established Church, and the 

‘neader will of course expect him to employ pro- 

per occasions for expressing his ecclesiastical 

,attachments. He evinces, however, a spirit so 

amiable, and a piely so sincere as to command 

‘Tespect. His religion is more than formalism, 

and the ceremonies of Popery never fail to ex- 

cite his disgust, and call forth an indignant ex- 
pression of feeling. His tour through the Holy 

Land ‘has some of the excellent features of that 

of the Scotch delegation, McCheyne and Bonar. 

Like them he gazed upon memorable spots with 

‘the pye of a Christian, and with a mind filled 
“with scriptural recollections. His book is a 
worthy companion for theirs in most respects, 
and hence we are much pleased to see an Ame- 
“Tican reprint of it. 

Sxercnes or Nortu Carouina, historical and biogra. 
phical, illustrative of the principles of a portion of her 
early settlers. By the Rev. William Henry Foote. 
New York, 1846, Robert Garter; Philadelphia, Wm. S. 
Martien, 8vo, pp. 557. 

. Mr..Foote has displayed his zeal and success 
as a collector of facts, and in the volume before 
us, has presented fragments of history, civil, 
political and religious, which have much in- 
trinsic interest, and may be usefully employed 
_hereafter'in more methodical works. The his- 
tory of the Presbyterian Church in North 
Carolina is particylarly well illustrated, and the 
Church at argo Choa feel indebted to the author 
for the labour he has bestowed in rescuing from 
threatened oblivion, many particulars of personal 
history, which would have been forgotten or 
entrusted to uncertain tradition. Presbyterians 
will, in particular, read these records with 
and we earnestly wish that simila: 
geal had been exhibited in gathering up the 
fragments in the other older States, in which 
the Presbyterian Church was established. ‘The 
author has more materials, and we hope 
that a rapid sale of this volume may encourage 
him to follow it up with another. 

Ectecric Morat. Puitosorny, prepared for Literary In. 
stitutions and general use. By the Rev. J. R. Boyd, 
A. M., Principal of Jefferson county Institute, New 
York, author of “ Elements of Rhetoric and Literary 


Criticism.” New York, 1846, Harper & Brothers, 
12imo, pp. 423. 


From the examination we have been able to 
_give to this volume, we regard it as an excellent 
summary of Christian ethics; for the author, with 
great justness, treats of morals as based on a pure 
scriptural standard, and not as the mere deduc- 
tions of reason. His analysis is obvious and 
natural, and in his illustrations he has freely 
-used the labours of eminent writers who have 
preceded him. The analysis of the Ten Com- 
“mandments properly occupies a large and 
* prominent place in the work ; and as a whole, 
-the Eclectic Moral: Philosophy is a much better 
and safer class book than Paley’s. 
Tus Tavr Carnoiic no Romanist; a vindication of the 
_ Apostolicity and independence of the Holy Catholic 
_» AGhureh in England and the United States, By W. H. 
Odenheimer, A. M., Rector of Si. Peter’s Church, 
Philadelphia. Philadelphia, 1846, J. K. Simon, 32mo, 
pp.155. 
vw “Dhis is a very smal! volume with large pre- 
tensions. Smart and flippant, it travels over a 
“good deal of ground, and, like some modern 
“tourists, mingles the apocryphal with the authen- 
utie. The author is very confident that the es- 
‘tablished Episcopacy of England is derived im- 
mediately from St. Paul, and in support of this, 
"quotes some passages from the Fathers, which 
by actittle conjecture and inference may be 
- taken for proofs, that Paul first introduced the 
gospel into Britain. Then by a single dash, the 
‘conclusion is arrived at, that English Episco- 
““pacy was derived from Paul. The Acts of the 
» Apostles have no record of such a visit, neither 
_ do any of the early Fathers say positively that 
‘ he did make such a visit; and besides, such a 
“visit, if actually made, by no means implics that 
- Paul established E:piscopacy, of which he seems 
‘to know nothiag in his epistles to the churches| 
‘ which we are sure he did visit. This is 
‘surely slender ground on which to build the 
__ great fabric of Apostolical Succession as held by 
_ our Episcopal neighbours. There is another 
“string to the bow. The author admits, of 
--eourse, that Popery was once the prevalent re- 
digion of Englaad, and tbat the English Churchj 
“came out of it; but this, so far from troubling 
“him, furnishes him with an argument to prove 
thet English Episcopacy is not only apostoli- 


than one who can make such large concessions! 


cerns, 
“quests those, to whom it relates, to forward their 


cally derived {rom Paul directly, but from Pete 
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also, by the. way of Rome! A strong succession 
this, which has flowed down by two lines of 
communication, on what he calls the Motker 
Church of England. While we smile at this, 
we agree with the author in combatting the 
Pope’s supremacy as a monstrous usurpation, 
which we can certainly do with a better grace 


to the true derivation of Popery. In a brief 

notice, we do not pretend to a review of the 

book, which is very assailable, but we express it 

as an opinion that a High Churchman of the 

Episcopal school, fights under great disadvantage 

when assailing the merely ecclesiastical princi- 

ples of Popery, and this little book affords a 

specimen of this. | 

Learninc To Feet, 18mo, pp. 176; and Learnina to 

| Tux, 18mo, pp. 180. 

Lire or Lutuer, 18mo, pp. 192. 

Tus Wonpers or Veceration, 18mo, pp. 72. 

Tue Boy's Souvenir, a Christmas and New Year's 
Present, pp. 134. 

Wines vor Hovas, with illustrations, small 
quarto, pp. 102, 

The foregoing are recent publications of the 
American Sunday School Union. The first 
two are excellent little books of which we have 
before taken notice on the appearance of the 
editions of them issued by the Presbyterian 
Board; the second is an abridged life of the great 
Reformer, in which the principal incidents are so 
narrated as to intsrest the attention of young 
readers; the third is on flowers, very prettily 
written ; and the fourth and fiith are quite beau- 
tiful little souvenirs, with plates, which will at 
once take the eye of those eager young readers 
for whom they were specially designed. 


Sacrrp Poems. By N. P. Willis. New York, 1846, 
Clark & Austin, 32mo, pp. 126, Sold by Lindsay & 
Blakiston, Philadelphia. 

The scriptural paraphrases by Mr. Willis, 
such as the Leper, David’s Grief, the Shunam- 
mite, the Widow of Nain, &c., have acquired po- 
pularity for their pathos. Mr. Willis has many 
of the attributes of the true poet, and we wish 
all his writings were of as good tendency as 
those in this beautiful little volume. 


Guipe To THE Saviour. American'Sunday School Union, 
| 18mo, pp. 157. 

The plan of salvation is simple, and it is sus- 
ceptible of being simply told. ‘The object of 
the present volume is so to state the ‘truths 
which are connected with a sinner’s repentance 
and return to God, that the youthful heart may 
understand and feel their importance. It is an 
important object and well executed. If parents 
realized the danger of their dear offspring while 
in an unconverted state, they would more gene- 
rally seek for such books as this, and persuade 
their children to read them. 

Littell’s Living Age, No. 133, is miscella- 
neous and entertaining. ‘The Missionary Chro- 
nicle and Evangelical Repository for December 
have made their appearance, 

An Ordination Sermon, by the Rev. John 
V. E. Thorn, formerly an Episcopal, but now 
a Lutheran minister, embodies many correct 
thoughts. The author, with no small. zeal, com- 
bats the pretensions of an exclusive episcopacy, 
and maintains a more catholic doctrine. The 
sermon was delivered in Chambersburg, Penn- 
sylvania, in September last,on the occasion of 
the licensure and ordination of nine young men, 
and the theme of it is, “the nature, duties, and 
responsibilities of the ministerial office.” 


— 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA. 
Extracts from the Proceedings of the Synod of 
Virginia. 

The Synod of Virginia met at Charleston, 
Kanawha county, Virginia, on the 28th of Oc- 
tober, and continued its sessions until the 31st 
of the same month. In the absence of the 
Moderator, the meeting was opened with a ser- 
mon by Rev. B. M. Smith. The Rev. Samuel 
Brown was chosen Moderator, and Rev. Messrs. 
Smith, and William Brown, were appointed 
Clerks. Presbyterial Reports and Narratives 
were presented ; also a Pastoral Letter was ap- 
proved and ordered to be published. Synod 
spent considerable time in considering the inter- 
ests of Union Theological Seminary. 

A committee; consisting of Messrs. Bailey, 
Smith, Love, Lyttleton Waddell, and W, A. 
Bell, was appointed to prepare an address to the 
Presbyterian population of Virginia, on the sub- 
ject of Denominational Education, and report to 
the next meeting of Synod. 

The subject for the next Pastoral Letter was 
ordered to be that of ‘ Pastoral Support, with 
special reference to the propriety, importance, 
and best method of providing residences for min- 
isters.” ‘The committee to draft the letter, con- 
sists of Rev. Messrs. John Skinner, D.D., Smith 
and Armstrong, with J. T. L. Preston, and John 
Alexander, Elders. 

The Principal and Alternate appointed at the 
last meeting to preach the sermon on Roman- 
ism, were re-appointed. 

Rev. Messrs. Hart, and Plumer, and Mr. C. 
C. Read were elected Directors of the Seminary 
for four years, ie 

Rev. Messrs. F. McFarland, D.D., J. Skin- 
ner, D.D., Houston, Harrison, Pryor, and Coch- 
rane, with Elders, J. H. Fitzgerald, Sterling 
C. Anderson, Colonel Samuel Winfree, A. Ley- 
burn, James Hart, and J. H. Saunders were 
chosen Electors of the Seminary for three years. 

Rev. S. Robinson was appointed a committee 
to publish a thousand copies of the Pastoral Let- 
ter in pamphlet form. 

Synod voted not to print its minutes in 
pamphlet form. 

The Stated Clerk was directed to send a copy 
of the following letter to those, whom it con- 
[To save both time and postage he re- 


letters of excuse to him forthwith.] The letter 
is as follows: 


Rev. and Dear Sir—At a meeting of Sy- 
nod, held in Charleston, Kanawha, October 28th, 
1846, a commiitee was appointed to draft a form 
of letter, to be addressed to such members of 
Synod as have been absent for two meetings of 
Synod, without having rendered an excuse, and 
the Stated Clerk was ordered to address by this 
form every member of Synod having been so 
absent. 

To | 

It appears from the Minutes of Synod that 
you have not attended the meetings of Synod 
held in ———— and and have not rendered 
to Synod any satisfactory reasons for absence. 
Jt being clearly the duty of every member of 
Synod to attend its meetings, unless extraordi- 
nary obstacles interpose to prevent, you will per- 
ceive the obvious propriety of the request here- 
by made, that you will render to Synod by let- 
ter, if personal attendance be out of your power, 
at the next meeting of Synod, your reasons for 
absence. 

Resolved, That each Presbyterian congrega- 
tion, small as well as large, ought to contribute 
annually to each of the Missionary Boards, as 
well as to the Board of Education of your 
church, even if circumstances make it necessa- 
ry that such contributions be small in amount. 

Resolved, That each congregation, which has 
not already during the year previous contribu- 


ted to the Board of Education, be requested to 
do so on the first Sabbath of December, so that 
their alms may go up with their prayers as a 
memorial before God. : 
Resolved, That this Synod cordially receive 
into its bounds, and commend to the confidence 
of such churches as may need the services of 
an Agent of the Board of Education, the Rev 
Dr. Atkinson, who has been appointed to pro- 
mote the interests of that Board in the south and| 
south west. 
The committee on Bills and Overtures made 
a report on a Circular Letter, addressed to Sy- 
nod by the Rev. Dr. Schmucker and others, 
and the following paper was adopted, viz. 
Whereas the subject of Christian Union and 
Communion among the several Evangelical 
Denomintions in this country and elsewhere, 
begins to occupy a large share of public atten- 
tion: And whereas the practice of some in va- 
rious parts of Christendom, is at variance with 
the teachings of holy writ on this subject, and 
thus tends to separate the true friends of Christ, 
and retard the progress of his kingdom: And 
whereas we are in duty bound by the declara- 
tion of our Confession of Faith, (26th chapter, ) 
lo “extend communion to all those who in every 
place call upon the name of the Lord Jesus,” 
which declaration being manifestly in conformi- 
ty with the word of God, should serve as a rule 
to the pious of every denomination ; therefore, 
Resolved, That this Synod do overture the 
General Assembly to appoint a committee to 
confer with similar committees, which may be 
appointed by other evangelical denominations, 
especially such as hold like principles of doc- 
trine and order with our own church, or to take 
such other measures, as, without compromising 
truth, may bring about a clearer and more pub 
lic manifestation of union among all true Chris- 
tians, 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be 


tendered to the citizens of this place and vicini-| 


ty, for their kindness and hospitality, and to the 
Methodist and Episcopal! denominations, for the 
use of their churches during our present sessions. 

Resolved, That this Synod do again earnest- 
ly recommend to the churches under its care, 
the noble effort now making by the Virginia 
Bible Society to supply this State with the word 


of God, and the Rev. Benjamin Shipman, the . 


agent of that Society. 7 
Synod will hold its next meeting in Staun- 
ton, Virginia, on the 2d Wednesday of October, 
1847, at 7 o’clock, P. M. 3 
| S. Piomer, Stated Clerk. 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 


From late Foreign Journals received at the Office of the 
Presbyterian. 

New Corn.—Five-SoverEIGN Pigcrs.— 
Some five-sovereign pieces have lately been 
struck at the Royal Mint, by Mr. Wyon, the 
senior medallist, and though as yet but in the 
hands of a few of the authorities, and not con- 
sequently in public circulation, they stand as 
portion of the coin of the realm; but whether 
they will be called out for general use immedi- 
ately or otherwise, the Government have not 
decided. 


Opentno oF Runic Barrows In SWEDEN.— 
The Crown Prince has lately directed several 
of the Runic barrows, or ‘‘giants’ graves,” in 
the neighbourhood of Old Upsala, to be opened 
at his cost. Oden’s Hill was the first opened, 
when clear proofs were found that the hill was 
not formed by nature but by human hands, al- 
though the urn with the bones of the individual 
inhumed therein, and which in all probability 
is in the centre of the hill, had not been found. 
A hearth, formed of extraordinary large bricks, 
was first discovered in the interior, and, at a 
distance of about twenty-three yards, a strong 
wall, of large pieces of granite, resting on a 
solid floor made of clay; the wall formed the 
corner of a large grotto of from four to nine feet 
in height. ‘There were ashes and other traces 
of fire. Unfortunately the advanced period of 
the year has for the present interrupted the 
works, but they will be resumed in the summer. 
—Stockholm paper. 


EXTRAORDINARY TAKE OF PrtcnHaRrps.—One 


‘night last week, at St. Ives, on the coast of Corn- 


wall, 30,000 hogsheads of pilchards were taken 


within a few hours ; and although millions of the} 


fish perished, yet 20,000 hhds. were secured— 
worth £20,000 net profit, besides an equal sum 
distributed in wages. From 3000 to 4000 tons 
of shipping would be required to distribute these 
finny treasures over the world ; and thus wasa 
remote district suddenly enriched. Would that 
such a blessing would descend upon the poor 
distressed people of Loc}fcarron, Gairloch, and 
other localities of youf population on the west 
coast.— London 
Courier. 

Incomes.— The personal income of the 
French King is about the same as that of the 
Queen of England, two millions two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars a year. ‘To use the 
language of the Bourse, it is payable in monthly 
instalments, and always in advance. The heir 
to the throne receives, besides, about four hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year. . 


Roman Sewer.—A Roman sewer has been 
discovered at Algiers, about a yard in height, 
and covered with thick flags. In it were found 
a number of coins of Constantine the Great, and 
Constantine the Younger. 


American Sopa Biscurrs.—A_new article 
of import has recently been brought into this 
country from America, called soda biscuits.| 
Several shipments have been made, but, as yet, 
the demand exceeds the supply. ‘The biscuits 
are made very light, about twenty to the pound, 
and are of excellent quality, easting as fresh as 
if they had just left the oven. 

Coat MinkEs 1n THE PyRENEES.—Count Cas- 
tellane has caused different points in the Pyre- 
nees to be examined, in the hope of discovering 
veins of coal. After considerable expense his 
efforts have at length been crowned with success, 
and a vein of coal has been discovered by him 
in the commune of Orignac, in the district of 
Bagneres, which gives great hopes. 

AcctpENT From Gun-Corron.—We have 
to record an accident to the son of the eminent 
guomaker of Bond Street, which might have 
been attended with serious consequences, Mr. 
Lancaster was engaged with Mr. Taylor in 
making some experiments on the projectile 
power of gun-cotton, and several charges of fifty 
grains each, with 1 1-4 ounces ofshot, had been 
fired from a strong 14 gauge gun with perfect 
safety, when, on increasing the charge to eigh- 
ty-three grains and one ounce of shot, the gun 
burst with great violence. ‘The sleeve of Mr. 
Lancaster’s coat wastorn through, and he re- 
ceived several slight wounds on the fleshy par 
of his arm, none of which, we are happy to add, 
are ofa serious character. In some previous 
experiments which Mr. Lancaster had made 
with the cotton of Dr. Schonbein, in the pre- 
sence of that gentleman and Professor Faraday, 
the same quantity of cotton had been fired with 
perfect safety. We, therefore, caution those who 
may be trying experiments with this power- 
fully explosive compound, to be exceedingly 
cautious, as an accident has occurred even in 
such experienced hands. ‘The gun used by Mr. 


Lancaster had been previously proved with an 


ounce of powder and a ball fitting the bore. 


Tue Gun-Corron 1n Riastinc.— At the 
annual meeting of the Geological Society of 
Cornwall, which was held last week in Pen- 
zance, Mr. R. Taylor gave an accourt of some 
experiments made in the neighbourhood of 
Penryn, for the purpose of testing the applica- 
bility of Professor Schonbein’s invention to min- 
ing purposes. One hole was charged with 
powder, and another with a quarter of the 
weight in cotton—the latter tore the rock in 


wrapping in blankets—that no blame was attri- 


’ relief—that it would have been destruction to 


-telligence came, that he is lost— lost after 
Corrgspondent -of Inverness| 


atoms, in fact, did more than was required, 


Other experiments were subsequently made ; 
and Mr. Taylor was enabled to state that, 
throughout, the experiments were eminently 
successful, and that a fourth part of the weight 
of powder, in cotton, would be found to be about 
its strength. With regard to its effects on the 
air in mines, an experiment made at Restormel 
iron mine, proved that while the explosion from 
powder would not allow any one to approach 
the holes for at least three quarters of an hour, 
the use of the gun-cotton did not prevent them 
going in immediately after the explosion, and 
the experimenters experienced not the slightest 
inconvenience, and all they smelt was what 
was emitted from the safety fuse. 


THE WRECK OF THE ATLANTIC. 
FURTHER PARTICULARS. 
~The public interest in the details of the sad 
calamity which has overwhelmed so many 
hearts with sorrow has not in the least abated. 
We copy the following additional particulars. 

On Saturday, 28th ult., an inquest was held 
at New London, Connecticut, over several of 
the dead bodies recovered from the wreck. The 
witnesses examined, with perhaps a single ex- 
ception, gave it as their opinion that at no time 
during Thursday or Thursday night, up tothe 
moment when the steamer went ashore, would 
it have been possible for relief to have been 
brought to them by any steamboat or other 
vessel. The following testimony of Mr. Cran- 
dall embraces most of the facts brought out in 
the examinations before the Jury of Inquest, A 
number of other witnesses were examined, but 
nothing materially differing from the following 
was elicited. 

Charles Crandall, second Pilot, testified that 
just before they left New London, Wednesday 
night, Cap. Dustan said to Mr. Allen, the first 
Pilot, ‘Well, I guess we'll go?” “I think,” 


said Mr. Allen in reply, “‘we shall find pretty | 


rough weather out.” ‘Very well,” said Capt. 
Dustan, “we will try it!’ The boat had run 
nine minutes from New London Light-house, 
when she was struck by a sea which caused 
her to tremble throughout her whole frame— 
witness describes it, not as one of those waves 
which bury a vessel in the water. It was, to 
use his own words, one in which the waters 
strike the boat allin a lump. At the instant, a 
sharp crack was heard—witness was at the 
wheel, Capt. Dustan and a number of others 
were also in the wheel-house. Capt. Dustan 
exclaimed, **What’s that?” The next moment 
came the report of the explosion, ‘She’s burst 
her boiler!” was the quick remark of Captain 
Dustan as he sprung from the wheel-house, and 
called to the men to make ready to let go the 
anchors. Hardly was this done before the cry 
“the boat is on fire,” was raised, and instantly 
the captain ordered the pumps and hose to be 
got ready. Fora time, the greatest confusion 
and excitement prevailed, but order was at length 
restored. Such was the commencement of this 
most lamentable disaster. In answer to ques- 
tions put, witness said that during all day Thurs- 
day and Thursday night, there was no fire on the 
boat—passengers kept themselves warm, by 


butable to the Mohegan for not coming to their 


both boats for her to have attempted it—that the 
storm on Wednesday night was far less severe 
at the time the Atlantic left New London, than 
the boat had repeatedly encountered—that the 
first individual ashore, afier the boat struck, 
was a deck hand, called Charley, and that he 
by means of a pole, probably drew more per- 
sons from the wafer than any oneelse. Amount 
of freight on board unusually small. 

Among the lost will be noticed three gen- 
tlemen of Boston, named French, Pitts and 
Collamore. The Boston Courier states that 
they were all just entering upon life with 
fair prospects and excellent characters, beloved 
and esteemed by all who knew them. They 
were all engaged to be married to young ladies 
of New York; and were on their way to spend 
Thanksgiving with them. 

The New Brunswick Times gives this affect- 
ing account of the loss of Dr. Hassler, whose 
family reside in New Brunswick. He was 
the Surgeon of the United States sloop of war 
Falmouth, and has been absent nearly two 
years. He arrived at Boston about a week be- 
fore, and notified his family in this city that he 
would be with them on Thanksgiving day. 
From that day his friends expected his arrival 
every moment. But disappointment awaited 
them. While the wife looked for her husband, 
the mother for the son, the sister for her brother, 
and the children for their father, the awful in- 


months of peril upon the stormy ocean, almost 
within sight of those who had for weeks antici- 
pated the hour when they could fly to his arms 
and receive his embraces. The melancholy 
news: of his loss was communicated to the 
family on Saturday evening by two gentle- 


men of our city. When the door of the residence} 


of the deceased’s family was opened for their 
reception, one of the Doctor’s little boys ran 
through the hall, crying aloud with joy, “* Papa 
has come, Papa has come.” Dr. Hassler 
graduated at Rutgers College in this city, and 
has always been highly esteemed by all who 
knew him. He was about forty years of age, 
and has left a wife, a widowed mother, and four 
children to mourn his loss. 

The presence of Lieutenant Maynard, of the 
Navy, on board the Atlantic, cannot but be con- 
sidered providential, when the agency he had 
in comforting, aiding and rescuing the passen- 
gers is known.—From a boy, he has been ac- 
customed to exposure at sea, and is familiar 
with its perils. Characterized by cool self- 
possession, decision, strength and _ self-endur- 
ance, and by the nobler qualities of generosity 
and heroism, who could have been selected bet- 
ter fitted for the emergencies of such a dread 
occasion? When the vessel struck, Lieutenant 
Maynard was sitting near the ladies’ cabin with 
his fellow officers, his thoughts upon the child 
he had vowed to save. The keel of the boat 
resting on the rocks, the deck careened at a 
sharp angle, seaward, and the wave that strand- 


_ walking and running, to restore the circulation 


ed her, in its ebb swept Dr. Hassler and Lieu- 
tenant Norton intothe ocean. Lieutenant May- 
nard sprang to the door of the ladies’ cabin, but 
felt the cabin itself giving away, and he dashed 
himself from it to a more secure position on the 
sloping and slippery deck. It was swept against 
the rocks, with every soul it contained. With 
difficulty he gained a position on the guard near 
the wheel-house, and leaped thence into the wa- 
ter, and swam to the rocky shore. But two 
had preceded him. . 

This was the scene of his heroic efforts. Lieu- 
tenant Maynard with William Edwards, and 


\ they alone, remained in the water more than two 


hours, aiding and rescuing one person after an- 
other, until all but two (who would not leap 
from the wreck,) were saved. And for three- 
fourths ofan hour he remained endeavouring by 
every means to induce them to escape from 
freezing by jumping into the sea, with the as- 
surance that he would rescue them.—When 
the daylight dawned, he left the wreck, and in 
company with Mr. Tarbox, whom he found on 
the rocks, sympathizing with his efforts, pro- 
ceeded toward Mr. Winthrop’s house, on the 
(Fisher’s) Island. On their way they found 
the engineer.of the boat, blind and nearly fro- 
zen, muttering unintelligibly, Lieutenant May- 
nard though immersed for two hours, proposed 
to stay by the poor man while his companion 
should seek help at the house—the man being 
too heavy for them to carry. Fearing at last 
that Mr. Tarbox had lost his way, he piled up| 
rocks for landmarks, and ran to the house,| 
which Mr. Tarbox had reached before him. 
They returned and the man was saved. 

Two little circumstances are worth noticing. 
Lieutenant Maynard had taken the precaution 


to roll his bank notes very closely and put them! 
in his wallet. In consequence of his long stay 
in the water, those bills became worthless pulp 
—not a word could be deciphered of the mass, 
and not a dollar recovered. And his limbs bear, 
the marks of bruises from the floating timbers 
which were constantly tossed against him. 
When he at last reached the house, what was 
the reception of the preserver of many a life? 
It is stated that he could not gain a place at the 


fire to thaw a frozen foot, and that he was rude- - 


ly repulsed by one individual, to whom he turn- 
ed with the inquiry, “ Are you not the man | 
pulled out of the water this morning?” “No,” 
was the gruff reply. . “ Yes, sir,” said May- 
nard, ‘‘l remember you; and, be assured, it is 
the most unsatisfactory part of my morning’s 
work !” With this he turned, and sought, by 


in his limbs. 
Verdict of the Coroner's Jury. 


Strate or Connecricut, New London Co, ss 
Norwicn, November 28th, 1846. 


We, the undersigned, a Jury of Inquest, un- 
der oath to make diligent inqury and a thorough 
examination into what manner the several per- 
sons before us, being eighteen in number, came 
to their death—having made such examination, 
do say that the death of said individuals, most 


of them to us unknown, was caused by brulee 


or by drowning at the time and in consequence 
of the stranding of the steamer Atlantic on the 
Westerly end of Fisher’s Island, about 4 o’clock 
on the morning of the 27th instant, and that in 
our opinion the primary cause of said disaster 
was the bursting of the steam chest of the en- 
gine of the said boat about 2 o’clock on the 
night of the 26th inst. 
Joun Breen, 
Tnomas Rorinson, 
W. Corr, 
James L. Day, 
Ropert JOHNSON, 
Joun D. Forp, 


Esenezer FuLuer, 
Samuet Mowry, 
Cuaes Corr, 
Livinestron H. Smitn, 
JepEDIAW SPALDING, 
D. E. Syxes. 


~ The Newark Advertiser contains a deeply in- 
teresting letter from Capt. Cullum, one of the 
survivors of the Atlantic, whichis so full and gra- 
phic that we regret our inability to reproduce it 
entire. Capt. C. expresses the opinion, in which 
he says Lieut. Maynard concurs, that the-steam- 
er Massachusetts or Mohegan might have drop- 
ped under the stern of the Atlantic and thrown 
her a line, by means of which she could have 
been towed into Stonington. Capt. Dustan, 
however, thought otherwise. ‘* 1 would give,” 
said he to Capt. Cullum, ‘$1000 for another 
anchor to-day.” We give an extract from Capt. 
Cullum’s letter: 
Exhausted in body and mind, and with a 
heart too full of mingled feelings of gratitude to 
God for my deliverance from the perils of the 
deep, and sadness for those whom it has pleased 
him, in his inscrutable wisdom, to take away, 
[ have not been able sufficiently to compose my- 
self to give any suitable account of the loss of 
the ill-starred Atlantic, with her heroic com- 
mander, many passengers, and part of her crew. 
[We omit several paragraphs which agree in 
almost every particular with what we have al- 
ready published on the subject.] 
Our anchors, no doubt entangled in the rocks, 
held fast, and, from 5, P.M., to 12, M., we did 
not drift more than a boat’s length, and after 
12, stillless. All night the raging wind blew 
a tornado, before, and on either side, the fierce 
billows, increased by the heavy ground swell, 
like huge leviathans of the deep, seemed eager 
for their prey. Behind us was the rock-bound 
shore, rugged and black as the caves of Erebus. 
Amid the wild tumult of elements floated our 


fragile bark, breasting the angry waves which 
dashed high over her, and seemed at every in- 
stant must sweep her to destruction. On her 
deck stood the helpless child, the fond mother, 
the strength of manhood, and the feebleness of 
age. ‘The perils of death by steam and death 
by fire, we had passed, and now death by hun- 
ger and death by cold confronted us no less 
than a watery grave, or being torn piecemeal 
by falling timbers, or amid the rugged rocks. 
Daylight had gone and the moon had ceased to 
lend her cheering rays.. Darkness had spread 
her funeral pall, and the sublimity of horror 
was al its height; yet not even the whisper of 
fear was uttered, ‘The parting farewell of friends 
had been spoken, the adieus to the loved ones 
at home had been breathed in our hearts, and 
the silent prayer to God, ‘Thy will be done,” 
had gone up on high. O! it was a fearful and 
a solemn scene, which would sink deep even 
into an adamantine heart. 

At half-past 4, on Friday morning, the 27th, 
a tremendous sea struck her, which made every 
joint and timber in her entire extent tremble 
and groan as in her death-strugele. ‘The cable 
of our large anchor, which had held on so faith- 
fully for a day and two nights, parted, and im- 
mediately afier, those of the kedyes and scrag 
snapped like threads. Capt. Dustan had told 
me, on Thursday, that it was his intention, the 
moment our stern struck the rocks, to slip the 


cables so that we might go ashore broadside on,} 


thus furnishing a lea for the passengers to es- 
cape. The parting of the cable prevented any 
choice as to which side should be nearest the 
shore. Two or three times her stern struck 
lightly on the sand and then hard upon the 
rocks. Her bow went round to the south which 
caused her starboard side to broach to, her bow 
being about twenty feet, and her stern about five 
rods from the shore, when left by the undertow, 
In an instant, every one was clinging to some- 
thing, and now commenced the work of death 
and desolation, which baffled all description. 
High on the rocks lay her larboard side, and 
her starboard guard beneath the water, so that 
the decks formed an angle of 30° with the hori- 
zon. The first sea, in its return, carried one 
man seaward through the after gangway, to rise 
no more. The next wrenched away the ladies’ 
cabin, with all the women and children, and 
some men. The third sea shivered the saloon 
deck, and wave after wave soon dashed her 
into a thousand fragments. In fifteen minutes 
the majestic Atlantic was a mass of ruins, with 
nothing to tell what she once was, but floating 


timbers and part of her larboard side standing 
high on the rocks, 

At the time she struck, I was standing with 
Surgeon Hassler, Lieut. Norton, Lieut. May- 
nard, and Lieut. Stewart on the starboard side, 
immediately aft of the triangular skylights 
which light the after cabin, or about twenty feet 
forward of the afier gangway. Hassler, Norton 
and myself took hold of one of the posts which 
support the saloon deck. Hassler had the lower 
hold which he considered the best, as he thought 
it would part above; Norton the. next; and I 
the highest. Supposing from appearance of the 
shore, that the Captain would bring her head 
round to the North when she struck, we had 


chosen the starboard as the safer side, which 
proved however to be the least so. The third 
sea broke the post off at the bottom and the 
strong undertow carried away poor Norton and, 
Hassler violently against the waist of the boat ; 
by which they were probably so much stunned 
and injured as to leave them at the mercy of the 
next sea which swept them overboard. | for- 
tunately, by clasping the post tight and lifting 
my feet, escaped the fury of the undertow, 
Knowing that [| would no longer be safe with 
nothing but the broken post to support me, I 
clambered up the steep and slippery deck, and 
had ascended half way up when a sea overtook’ 
me. Fortunately my fingers caught what I 
supposed to be the edge of one of the flooring 
planks, lifted by the working of the vessel.’ 
Though the sea went over me, and the under- 
tow was strong, I escaped half drowned, yet 
conscious of my position. Immediately I sprang 
with my remaining strength for the capstan 
just forward the afier gangway. Here I held on,' 
with my left arm over the top of the capstan 
‘and my right closely hugging it, my fingers 
clinging by the mortices made for the capstan| 


_ brightest style of the art, by the most eminent artists, from 


bars. The sixth or seventh sea brought down! 
the floor of the upper saloon and caught my left 
arm between it and the top of the capstan, The 
pain | suffered was excruciating, and I not 
only had to fear having my arm crushed, but | 
was in a vice and had no apparent escape. 
Happily my presence of mind did not desert 
me. Bearing the pain as best! could, I awaited 
the coming of the next breaker, and, as it buoyed 
up the timber upon my arm, with the remain- 
ing strength of my right hand, I lifted the mass 
and disengaged my left arm—again I clambered 
up the steep and slippery deck till I found a 
resting place in the doorway, on the larboard 
side, facing the gangway. Herel remained till 
every thing was breaking to pieces around me, 
when | took refuge on the larboard guard, be- 
tween the wheel-house and afler gangway. 
About, and on the wheel-house, twenty or more} 
had already. collected. I hallooed to those on 
the wheel house to get down, fearing that the 
sea coming over would wash them off. ‘They 
heeded me not, and probably heard not a word 
I said. ‘To several others, aft, I beckoned to 
follow me. On the guard I| stood as long as | 
judged it prudent, when swinging myself off 
clear of the vessel, by means of one of the iron 
rods which had supported the chimneys, | 
jumped down fifteen feet into the water and 
swam to a rock, through floating timbers. 
Here I held on to the rock- weed, but the under- 
tow parted the rock-weed from the rock and | 
was swept back. Again | swam to the rock 
and was again carried back by the undertow. 
The third time I reached the rock, | obtained a 
more secure hold and resisted the undertow. 
The ten remaining feet [ passed over, among 
sunken rocks with much difficulty, and was 
thrown by a sea on my face. Here, with my 
face down I became entangled with my life 
preservers and clothes, and though on the edge 
of the shore, was nearer drowning than ever. 
Though completely exhausted, my presence of 
mind did not desert me. With my icy fingers 
[ succeeded in unbuttoning my overcoat and 
getting at my knife with which I cut away my 
life preservers and thus relieved myself from 
my perilous situation. Onshore I first thanked 
God for my deliverance and with the little 
strength [ had left I wandered about in the 
piercing wind for two miles when | reached the 
house of Mr. Winthrop with my outer clothes 
frozen: stiff. Though within a house I| could 
not get near the fire, around which the first 
comers were collected. Fortunately an Jrish- 
man who had worked at Fort ‘Trumbull under 
my superintendence recognized me and gave 
me and also Lieut. Stewart. a dry shirt and a 
bed. He said I had been kind to him. [I trust 
I had, for never was kindness requited with 
more than ten fold interest. 

Capt. Van Pelt, of the Mohegan, has also 
written an account of the circumstances atiending 


the disaster, so far as they came to his know- 
ledge, from which we make some extracts. The 
Mohegan. left New York at 4 o’clock on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, and the gale increasing at 
night, she anchored off Stratford Point. Blame 
has been attached to those engaged in the at- 
tempt to relieve the Atlantic because they did not 
float a-hawserto her. ‘The attempt, it will be 
seen, was made, but owing to the force of the 
wind, it was unsuccessful, ‘The captain of the 
Mohegan says :—Some idea of the force of the 
wind may be gathered from the fact that with 
the Mohegan, an excellent sea boat, answering 
her helm on the instant, | ran out a mile to 
windward of the Atlantic in the trough of the 
sea, and before [ could bring her head into the 
wind, I was within a few yards of the Atlantic, 
and one moment later_would have brought us 
both foul of each other, increasing and hasten- 
ing the destruction which afterward followed. 
Several tines I tried to get somewhere where 
there was hope or possibility of passing a line 
to her, or in some other way rendering the least 
assistance. But the sea ran such mountains 
high, and the wind blew with such fierceness, 
that it was utterly impossible to do any thing, 
and with a heavier heart than ever before felt by 
me, [ was compelled, on seeing Captain Dus- 
tan’s signal of distress hauled down, to leave 
them to their fate, 


OPPRESSION OF THE TAHITIANS. 


A recent letter from an American in the 
Pacific, presents this melancholy glimpse of the 
effects of the French invasion upon Tahiti. A 

fine illustration of Popery is this whole business: 

It is sink or swim with the natives of Tahiti, 
at the latest advices. ‘They had en masse, as- 
saulted the French lines, and obtained some 
trifling advantages. The chief difficulty of the 
French arises from scarcity of forage and pro- 
visions. Admiral Hamelin’s arrival has altered 
somewhat the position of parties. He landed 
from the ships of war about one thousand men, 
and after a severe action drove the ‘T'ahitians 
completely from. their lines to a pass in the 
mountains, where they were surrounded by his 
forces. Quarter was allowed them if they 
would deliver up their arms, and wives and 
children, as hostages for their future peace. 
The result is not yet known here. 


RANGING BOOKS.—Tux collection of 


Church Music, by Lowell Mason and George J. Webb | 


—published under the sanction, and with the approbanen 
of, the Boston Academy of Music, and of the Boston Handel 
and Haydn Society. Phe Music ® principally new ; either 
entirely original, or arranged trom writings of celebrated 
comp sers The variety of metres is very large, and the 
harmuny natural and easy, yet dignified and devotional. 
‘he work has, besides, several new features, which will 
commend it especially to the singing master, chorister, 
congregational singer. 

Carmina Sacra, or Boston Collection of Church Music, | 
by Lowell Mason—published under the sanction of the 
Boston Academy of Music, No work of its kind has ever 
been received with more decided and universal a ba- 
tion; it having been extensively introduced to choirs and 
singing schools throughout the United States. 

Mopern Psataist—aA cullection of Church Music, 
by Lowel! Mason. ~ 

Tus Boston Cotiecrion or Music, by 
Lowell Mason. Its extensive introduction and universal 
popularity are sufficient commendation of this work, 

Tur Bosron ANTHEM Book, being a selection of favour- 
ite Anthems, Motetts, and other set pieces—campiled by L. 
Mason, for the private practice and improvement of choirs, 
for public concerts, religious anniversarics, ordination and 
dedication service, thanksgiving, &c. 

‘Tue Boston Acapemy's CoLiection or Cuoruses, edi- 
ted by L. Masun—a quarto volume. of the highest character. 

Book or Cuants, consisting of selections from the Sacred 
Scriptares, adapted to appropriate Masic, and arranged tor 
Chanting, designed for congregational use in pablic or social 
worship—by Lowell Mason. Published by 

WILKENS. CARTER & Ca, 
No. 16 Water street, Boston. 

nov 28—3t Also for sale by the Booksellers generally. 
OOD’S CHURCH MELODIST.—Recently published, 
and for sale by Hogan & ‘Thompson, Philadelphia, 
the Southern Church Melodist: a Collection of Sacred 
Music, consisting of a great vanety of the most approved 
PsAlm and Hymn tunes, Anthems, Sentences, Chanis, &c.; 
selected and original; intended for the ase of Schools, 
Choirs, and Social Meetings ; arranged for Four Voices, wih 
a figured Base for the Organ or Piano Forte. ‘To whieh is 
prelixed, a full and complete Inductive Elementary Trea- 
tise, with Practical Exercises, by George Hood, author of 

“The History of Music in New England,” &c. 

‘The aim of the author of the Church Melodist has been 
to present to the public a collection of sacred music suitable 
for the church, the social religious meeting, and the family 
altar. In doing so, he has embraced in his work those tunes 
that are held tv be the best and most appropriate, as well as 
in general use throughout the country, so arranged as to 
combine great variety, rich harmony, and pleasing melody. 
Besides which, he has given a considerable number of tunes 
not heretofore in collections of the kind, and some original 
compositions from highly competent composers. ‘The whole 

urely devotional, A series of inductive exercises, as an 
introduction to the book, will be found to contain all that 
is necessary for a fnll understanding of the elementary prin- 
ciples of music, 
is asked, as containing musical instruction conveyed in a 
new mode, and with great simplicity. The work has been 
prepared with particular regard to the wants and taste ol the 
religious communities throughout the country, parucularly 
West and South, where the general desire is for that style 
of music which shall aid in pare and unmixed devotion ; 


-avoiding,on the one hand, very elaborate and highly-wronght 


compositions, and, on the other, the imjudicious use of popu- 
lar airs that are unsuitable fur the purpose of religious wor- 


i 

The Publishers feel a confidence in the character of Mr. 
Flood, both as a musical professor and a gentleman of pure 
religions taste and feeling, that justifies them in offering this 
work to the public as one that has been much wanted, and 
not heretofore supplied. 

Opinions of the Press. 
The musical world is now completely flooded by a deluge 


of Operas Waltzes, Marches. Quicksteps, Rondos, Songs, . 


&c. &c. Now and then we single out from this medley a 
volume of “ Sacred Sengs’’—an aid to the worship of that 
God, who inspired the “‘Sweet Singer of Israel" with those 
strains which will be remembered till the end of time. Of 
such a character is the work before us. Unpretending and 
unassuming, it requires admittance to the family circle, 
where the morning and evening sacrifice are offered up, and 
proffers its assistance inthe temple of the living God. With- 
oul restricting itself to one section of the country, it aims to 
be useful more especially to the South and West, and we 
trust that the lovers of sacred music in that portion of our 
land, will not receive it coldly. 

Mr. Hood resided for some time in this city, and the high 
character he sustained while here, will add much, we pre- 


sume, to the circulation of this collection. The elements of — 


vocal music are treated ii a plain and bref.manner, and the 
whole subject is comprised in the space of twenty pages, 
‘The number of tunes 1s much larger than in the usual col- 
lection. 

‘The typographical execution of the work, and indeed its 
whore appearance, reflect great credit on the publishers, 
Messrs. Hogan & Thompson, of Philadelphia.— Watchman 
aud Observer. 

FP ‘Teachers of Music and Leaders of Choirs at a dis- 
tance. can have a copy for examination by sending through 
any of their friends, or addressing the Publishers by mar). 

nov 14—-4t 


‘THEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—Daniels & Smith, 

corner Fourth and Arch streets, Philadelphia; Dealers 
in Old and New Books, respectfuily inform ministers and 
students that they have a large cullection of New and 
Second hand Books in Theology, some of which are not 
often to be met with. Among them are to be found War- 
burton's Divine Legation, Leland’s Deistical Writers. Whit- 
by on the Five Points, Campbell's Four Gospels, Leigh's 
Critica Sacra, Jones's Biblical Cyclopedia, Kitio’s do., Robin- 


son's Gesenius’ Lexicon, do. Greek Lexicon, Hahn's Hebrew 
Bible, Leland on Reve!ation, Jahn’s Hebrew Communwealth, 
Dwight’s Theology, Knapp’s do, Dick’s do., Uill’s do., Ed- 
waris’s Works, Duniel Clark’s do , Leig hion’s do., Cecil's do, 

Commentaries.— ‘The Comprehensive, Henry's, Gi'l's, 
Scott's, Clarke's, Burkitt’s, Doddridge’s, MacKnight’s, and 
Patrick, Lowth, Whitby, and Lowman’s. 


N.B. Old books bought and exchanged. nov 14—3t 


COMMENTARY.—Siaz Volumes for $10 — 


Barrington & Haswell, 293 Market street, Philadel-- 


phia, have just published a new edition of Henry's Exposi- 
tion of the Old and New ‘Testament, with a Memoir of the 
author; and a Preface by the Rev. A. Alexander,D.D. The 
stereotype plates have been corrected, and many typogra phi- 
cal errors, which appeared in the previous editions, will not 
be tound in the one now offered to the public. 

The fo.lcwing are the prices at which they can be had at 
the principal bookstores of the country: In half muslin bind- 
ing, $10. In full sheep binding, $12.50. In hall calf bind- 
ing, $13.50. A liberal discount will be made to congrega- 
tions or others purchasing -in quantities. 

The following are selected from a great number of notices 
equally expressive of the sterling value of the work : 

“1 know of no work of the kind, in any language, which 
combines more sound goud sense with fervent and deep 
toned piety.”—Rev. Francis Wayland. 

“Ihe mind of the author seems not only to have been 
imbued with excellent spiritual ideas, but to have teemed 
with them.” —Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

“The wise and good unite in saying, that it is calculated 
to render those who read it wiser and better.”—Rev. Dr. 

. H. Cone. 

“It is always orthodox, generally judicious, and truly 
pious and practical.”—Rev. Adam Clarke. 

“Henry is, perhaps, the only commentator so large that 
deserves to be entirely and attentively read through.”— 
Dr. Doddridge. ang 22—3t 


DGEWORTH FEMALE SEMINARY.—The Winter 
term will open onthe l4thof December, and close the 
academic year on the 13th of May, with the graduation of 
the semor class. Music, drawing, and painting; the ancient 


] OCHESTER FLOUR. —Just received a supply of 
Whitney's Premium and other fancy brands of Ro- 
chester Flour in barrels and half barrels, made from new 
white Wheat, and for sale at the lowest cash prices b 
SIMON COLTON, 
N. E. corner Chestnut and Tenth streets, Philada. 
COLTON & CO.,, 
S. W. corner Arch and Sixth streets, Philadelphia. 
N.B. The best fancy brands of New York Flour for fami. 
ly use, will be constantly for sale as above at the lowest 
market prices. sep 19—3t 


GROCERY STORE.—Jamres R. Weep, hav 
ing resumed bus ness, at the old stand formerly occu- 
pied by him, at the south west corner of Dock and “Second 
streets, Philadelphia, would intorms his friends and the pub- 
lic generally, that he is now prepared to supply them with 
every description of Choice ‘leas, Groceries. (Liquors ex 
cepted.) and Fancy articles, usnally found in the best gro- 
cery establishments, at reasonable rates, and hopes to be 
favoured with a share of their custom. 


x7" Every article sold by him guarantied equal to repre 
sentation, 

Goods sent to any part of the city free of expense, or care- 
fully packed for the country. <p 31—tf 


\ A) ANTED Immediately, in the Oakland Female Insti- 
_ tute, Norristown, Pennsylvania, a lady to assist in 
teaching. She must be well! qualified to give instructions 
on the Piano Forte. Address, posi paid, 
nov 28—3.* J. GRIER RALSTON. 


OMMENTARY ON ROMANS.—A ComMMENTARY ON 
THE Krist.E TO THE Romans; by Charles Hodge 
D.D., Professor of Biblical Literatnre in the ‘lheological 
Seminary at Princeton, New Jersey; abridged by the author 
for the use of Suaday Schovls and Bible Classes: 1 vol 
12mo; price 75 cents. Also, Questions on the Epistle to the 
Romans, adapted to the above Commentary; by Charles 
Hodge, D.D; 1 vol. 18mo0; price 25 cents. ‘The original 
work in octavo was beyond the reach of many, but this 
abridgment made by the author himself, and embracing 
every thing in the larger edition wivch is suitable tu Bible 
Classes and Sunday Schools, is accessible to all, and should 
be extensively introdaced by ministers as a ‘Text-book ‘The 
Question Book renders its adaptation for this purpose more 
perfect. Just published, and for sale by 

WILLIAM S. MARTITEN, 
No. 21 Centre street, New York, and 

No. 37 South Seventh street, Philadelphia. 
kr The copy-right has recently been purchased by the 
publisher of the present edition, and he is prepared to supply 

orders fur the work. oct 10—3t 


ITUATION WAN'TED.—A young lady who has had 
» some experience in teaching, wishesa situation as 
teacher in a private family. For further particulars inquire. 
at No. 124 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. ded 5—3:* 


VERY ELEGANT GIFT BOOK FOR CHRIS 
TIANS.—George S. Appleton, publisher of the work 
for this country, has just received sample copies, and will 
have ready for delivery about the 6th of December, ‘THE 
Biste GALLERY, a series of eighteen portraits of women 
mentioned in Scripture, exquisitely engraved on steel, in the 


drawings by G. Staahl. 

The Portraits consist of those of Hagar, Delilah, Abigail. 
Athaliah, Rachel, Ruth, Jezebel, Judith, Rebekah, Hannah, 
Esther, the wife of Potiphar, Pharaoh’s daughter, Dehoral. 
the Prophetess, Jepthah’s daughter, the Queen of Sheba, 
the motherof Maccabees, and ara, the wife of Tobias. 

Of such a book it is almost unnecessary to speak. T'o all 
Christians and those who have felt the sublime truths of the 
Bible, this volume, the gem of the season, must prove an 
acceptable and truly welcome present. Its character, and 
its extreme beauty, together with the accompanying letter 
presa, explaining and elucidating portions of the holy vol 
ume, must render it an ornament with which every Chris. 
tian will be proud to deck their centre-table. The volume 
is small folio, sumptuousty bound in white kid, extra gilt. 
A sample copy can be seen at the siore. 


148 Chestnut street, Philadelphia 


and modern languages, and the several branches of science, 
are intrusted to experienced and professional instructors, 
who devote their whole time to the inaprovement of their 
pupils. ‘The edifice and accommodations are ample for 
thirty-five boarders, most of whom complete a liberal and 
ornamental education. These, with the daughters of the 
principal families of Greensborough, form classes of mode- 
rate size in each of the four years, into which the prescnbed 
course is distributed Good order, kitd feelings, and vreat 
improvement, are the well known characteristics of Edge- 
worth. 

‘The expenses are $75 for instruction, board, washing, 
fuel, lights, &e.; $20 for music ; $20 for oil painting; $10 
for drawing and ether of the Jlangnages. 

Many patrons, most competent to judge, have expressed 
their surprise that an Institution of so high character and 
limited a number of pupils, can be sustained at the above 

rices, 
: Xk Letters for further information can be addressed tp 
Governor Morehead, the founder of the Institution, or to the 
Rev. Professor Murgan, the Principal, Greensborough, North 
Caroliza. nov 23—4t 


W. COLTON, Deacer in Teas, SuGars, Corres, 
e Spices, Oris, &c —Stores south west corner of Arch 
and ‘Tenth streets, and No. 91 South Kighth sireet, below 
Walnut, Philadelphia. Invites lTousekee; ers and Consum- 
ers to call and examine his supply of Fresu Goops. which 
are of the best quality the market affords, and which will 
be sold on the most reasonable terms. 

‘he stock embraces the finest quality GREEN avp Brack 
Teas, viz. Young Hyson, best quility $l per pound, 
Young Hyson, superior, 75 cents per lb. Young Hysen, 
good, 50 cents per ib. Imperial, Gunpowder, and Old Hy- 
son best quality, each, $1 per Ib 

Black Teas.—Rose flavoured Pouchong (Chulan) per pa- 
per, 375 cts. Cumshaw Souchong, very superior, per Ib. $1. 
Ningyong Souchong, very superior, 62 to 75 cts per bb. 
Ningyong Svuchong, a good breakfast tea, 50 cts. per tb. 
Flowery Pekve, very fine, 75 cents per Ib, To families 
purchasing a box ora number of pounds of any of the above 
Teas, a reasonable deduction wil be made in the price. 

Double Loaf, Crushed, Pulverized, New Orleans Refined 
and Brown Sugars of beat ‘quality. Good white Parskrvina 
Sugar, only 10 cents per lb. Baker's Broma, a new and im- 
proved combination of the Cocoa Nut, with other ingre- 
dients, innocent, strengthening and agreeable beth to inva- 
lids and to persons in health. The sick should never be 
without it. Aliso, Pure Cocoa, Cocoa Paste, Spanish, French, 
and Spiced Chocolate, aid Cocoa Shells, also Cracked Co- 
coa Mocha, Old Java, Maracaibo, Laguayra, and other 
‘ Coffees. Roasted Coffee always fresh. Hams, Sugar Cured 
and favourite Brands, Smoked Beet, ‘Tongues. and Bologna 
Sausages, Sweet Oil, pure and fresh, Maccaroni and Ver- 
miceili. Imitation English Cheese, Pine Apple do.. Herki- 
‘mer county do.; Pickles and Sauces, Castile, Variegated 
and Perfumed Soaps, Sperm and Common Oils, and Sperm 
Candles. &c. &e. Cunstantly on hand a large assortment 
of fresh Crackers and Biscuits) Also Bay Water, a genuine 
article from the Island St. ‘Thomas, at the low price of 44 
cents per quart. aug 29—tf 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


No, 21 Centre street, New York, and No. 37 South 
Seventh street, Philadelphia. 


BY WILLIAM S. MARTIEN, 
TERMS.—Three Dollars per annum, payable in six 
months, or Two Dollars and Fifty Cents if paid in advance, 
A liberal discount to agents who may become responsible. 

No subseription received for a less term than one year.— 
All subscribers who do not give express notice to the con- - 
irary,will be considered as wishing to continue their sub- 
scription, and their paper will be sent to them accordingly. 
No paper discontinued until all arrearages are paid, except 
at the discretion of the Propretor, 
Rates of Advertising —For 15 lines, first irsertion, 75 
rents; each: repetition of do. 50 cents. For 8 lines or less, 
first insertion, 50 cents; each repetition of do. 38 cents 
Payments for advertisementsto be made in advance 


GEORGE S. APPLETON, 


To this part of the work particularatiention — 
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